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Abstract 


Oceanographic  stations  occupied  by  USCGC  GLACIER  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea  during  25  September-17  October  1970  revealed  that  currents 
and  the  distributions  of  physical  and  chemical  variables  were  strongly 
influenced  by  the  effects  of  wind  and  cooling.  The  effects  of  Alaskan 
coastal  runoff,  melting  of  sea  ice.  freezing  of  sea  ice,  and  bottom  water 
from  the  central  Bering  Strait  u  .e  observed.  Distributions  of  dissolved 
nutrients  showed  horizontal  gradients  which  may  have  been  the  result  of 
photosynthetic  activity.  Currents  were  strongly  influenced  by  the  north¬ 
easterly  winds  and  showed  the  expected  northeastward  set  only  on  two 
stations,  when  the  winds  were  weak  and  variable.  Currents  near  shore 
between  Cape  Lisburne  and  Icy  Cape  were  weak  and  variable,  suggesting 
the  possibility  of  an  eddy  or  pocket  of  slack  water  “downstream”  from 
Cape  Lisburne. 

Geologic  sampling  was  carried  out  in  the  same  area,  using  a  variety  of 
field  techniques  to  define  the  sediment  distribution  pattern  and  particle 
transport  processes.  Water  turbidity,  bottom  sediments,  current  measure¬ 
ments,  and  water  mass  data  suggest  that  fine  material  is  transported 
northward  from  the  Bering  Strait  through  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  to 
the  Arctic  Ocean.  Fine  particulate  matter  moves  near  the  bottom  along  the 
eastern  side  of  the  trough  between  Herald  Shoal  and  the  Alaskan  coast. 
Over  shallower  portions  of  the  shelf,  convective  overturn  and  wind  mixing 
circulate  suspended  material  throughout  the  water  column  during  the  fall. 
The  coincident  association  of  a  muddy  bottom  with  the  zone  of  highest 
turbidity  indicates  sedimentation  from  northward-flowing  wat  rs.  The  lack 
of  pebbles  in  these  muds  indicates  that  ice  rafting  is  not,  at  present,  an 
important  mode  of  sediment  deposition  here.  Considerable  interaction 
between  the  benthos  and  bottom  sediments  is  apparent.  Materials  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  of  both  modern  and  relict  or  residual  origin  show  negligible 
current-produced  sedimentary  structures.  Most  turbation  can  be  scribed 
to  the  benthic  activity  of  various  fauna  consisting  of  pelecypods,  am- 
phipods,  echinoids,  worms,  and  Walrus.  Geochemical  studies  show  no  evi¬ 
dence  of  anomalous  values  of  selected  heavy  metals  or  hydrocarbons. 

Pelagic  bird  and  mammal  observations  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea 
during  WEBSEC-70,  September  22  to  October  17,  1970,  provide  new  fall 
distributional  and  feeding  information  for  the  biologically  little-known 
area  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburne.  Additional  observations  were 
made  during  a  1-day  transect  through  the  Bering  Strait,  October  18, 
Throughout  the  cruise,  a  total  of  36  species  of  birds  and  7  species  of 
mammals  was  seen.  Observations  are  presented  on  maps  for  most  of  the 
species  and  these  are  compared  in  the  text  with  previously  published  rec¬ 
ords.  Fall  migration  or  post-breeding  dispersal  was  still  underway  for 
loons,  Oldsquaw  and  eider  ducks,  gulls,  alcids,  and  Walrus,  but  shear¬ 
waters,  fulmars,  pond  ducks,  geese,  phalaropes,  jaegers,  terns  and  Grey 
Whales  had  either  already  left  the  area  before  cold  weather,  or  did  so  early 
in  ihe  cruise.  Birds  and  Walrus  were  relatively  abundant  at  sea  with  Ivory 
and  Ross’  Gulls  unexpectedly  common.  An  observed  vagrant  Skua,  prob¬ 
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ably  from  the  Antarctic,  is  the  northernmost  Pacific  sector  record  of  this 
species,  A  small  number  of  collected  specimens  of  birds  yielded  stomach 
content  information,  ectoparasites  and  tissue  samples  for  pesticide  and 
heavy  metal  analysis. 

Preliminary  results  of  studies  of  sedimentation,  macrobenthic  popula¬ 
tion  and  trace  transition  metal  chemistry  of  sea  water  of  the  east  central 
Chukchi  Sea  are  described.  Notable  vertical  variations  in  the  texture  of 
the  core  sediments  are  observed.  Reach  sediments  consist  of  well  rounded 
moderately  well  to  very  poorly  sorted  sandy  gravels  with  bi-  to  polymodal 
size  distributions;  their  texture  suggests  a  complex  denositional  history. 
Near-shore  sediments  are  primarily  sandy  muds  with  occasional  presence 
of  ice-rafted  (?)  gravels.  Distributions  of  clay  minerals  suggest  that 
chlorite  has  its  source  in  the  adjacent  land  whereas  smectite  is  most 
probably  transported  from  the  Chirikov  Basin.  Comparison  of  the  data 
of  this  study  with  those  of  Naidu  et  al.  ( 1971 )  shows  significant  differences 
in  the  relative  abundances  of  day  minerals  in  the  east  central  Chukchi 
Sea  and  the  contiguous  western  Beaufort  Sea  A  general  increase  in  Na* 
with  core  depth  in  the  interstitial  waters  is  attributed  to  the  decreased 
intake  of  it  by  sediments  as  a  result  of  decreased  clay  content.  However,  a 
general  increase  in  K*  with  depth  is  believed  to  be  due  to  greater  dissolution 
of  feldspar  and/or  decreased  adsorption  by  clays.  A  net  decrease  in  Ca** 
and  Mg**  with  depth  is  probably  related  to  the  increased  dolomite  precipita¬ 
tion  at  greater  depths.  Post-depositional  reduction  and  upward  migration 
of  manganese  is  attributed  to  an  increase  in  Mn"  toward  the  core  top. 
The  concentrations  of  Cu  and  Co  in  the  overlying  waters  are  slightly 
higher  than  the  averages  cited  in  sea  water  and  are  ascribed  to  local  supply 
of  these  metals  from  the  adjoining  hinterland.  However,  Ni  and  Zn  con¬ 
centrations  are  lower  compared  to  those  generally  observed  in  sea  water. 

Sixty-two  categories  (species  and  life  history  stages)  of  zooplankton 
were  identified  from  77  vertical  net  tows  (39  stations)  from  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea,  September  29-October  17,  1970.  Species  at  each  station 
varied  from  5  to  29.  Numbers  of  calanoid  copepods  varied  from  27  to  3146 
per  100  nr'  of  water.  Data  are  summarized  in  two  tables  and  three  charts. 

Fish  were  collected  on  20  stations  with  a  6-foot  Isaacs-Kidd  midwatcr 
trawl  and  on  one  station  with  a  10-foot,  shrimp  try  net.  Lists  of  species 
captured  are  presented. 
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Preface 

WEBSEC-70  (Western  Beaufort  Sea  Ecological  Cruise — 1970)  was 
the  first  of  a  series  ol'  cruises  in  the  Alaskan  Arctic  to  survey  the  state  of 
the  marine  environment  and  its  associated  biota.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
physical,  chemical,  biological,  and  geological  data  acquired  on  this  and 
subsequent  WEBSEC  cruises  will  contribute  to  a  thorough  description 
of  the  marine  ecosystem  in  a  relatively  unpolluted  state,  providing  a  base 
for  assessing  the  impact  of  pollution  from  future  increases  in  development, 
mineral  extraction,  and  transportation. 

The  evolution  of  the  concept  of  the  WEBSEC  series  began  with  the 
concern  held  for  the  fate  of  the  marine  ecosystem  in  the  Alaskan  Arctic 
by  individual  scientists  at  the  Coast  Guard  Oceanographic  Unit  (CGOU). 
Because  Coast  Guard  icebreakers  provide  platforms  needed  to  conduct 
scientific  investigations  in  Arctic  waters,  it  was  felt  that  CGOU  should 
provide  the  impetus  for  a  study  of  the  marine  ecosystem.  As  planning 
progressed,  however,  it  became  apparent  that  CGOU’s  scientific  and  tech¬ 
nical  staff  lacked  the  capability  to  deal  with  some  of  the  relevant  variables 
in  an  ecological  survey.  Inquires  were  made  to  fellow  scientists  in  other 
Federal  agencies,  universities,  and  research  institutions  to  enlist  assistance 
in  the  WEBSEC  series.  Affirmative  responses  were  received  from  most 
people  contacted,  and  scientists  from  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  and 
Bureau  of  Sport  Fisheries  and  Wildlife  of  the  U.S.  Department  of  the 
Interior,  the  National  Marine  Fisheries  Service  of  the  Department  of 
Commerce,  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  and  the  University  of  Alaska 
accompanied  CGOU  scientists  and  technicians  on  the  CGC  GLACIER  on 
WEBSEC-70. 

The  main  objective  of  WEBSEC-70  was  to  perform  an  ecological 
survey  in  the  Beaufort  Sea  with  particular  emphasis  on  the  area  off 
Prudhoe  Bay.  The  Chukchi  Sea  between  Point  Barrow  ard  Cape  Lisburne 
was  chosen  as  an  alternate  area  of  operations  in  the  event  that  the  polar 
ice  pack  prevented  operations  east  of  Point  Barrow,  which  proved  to  be 
the  case.  The  cruise  was  conducted  in  a  triangular  area  off  Cape  Lisbume- 
Icy  Cape  (fig.  1),  the  offshore  extent  of  which  was  largely  determined  by 
the  location  of  the  edge  of  the  polar  ice  pack.  The  sampling  operations 
accomplished  (listed  in  table  1)  and  the  participants  responsible  for 
processing  the  resulting  samples  and  data  were  as  follows:  47  Nansen 
bottle  casts  for  temperature,  sah'nity,  and  nutrients  (USCG),  136  XBT 
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drops  (USCG),  14  Niskin  bottle  casts  for  geochemical  ai.d  nutrient  water 
samples  (University  of  Alaska),  28  current  meter  lowerings  for  130 
hours  (USGS  and  USCG),  68  transmissometer  lowerings  (USGS),  sur¬ 
face  meteorological  observations  (USCG),  77  vertical  zooplankton  tows 
(NMFS) ,  81  mid-water  trawls  (NMFS) ,  33  box  cores  (USGS),  12  metal- 
free  gravity  cores  (University  of  Alaska),  4  piston  cores  (University  of 
Alaska),  42  bottom  camera  lowerings  (USGS),  14  beach  profiles  (USGS), 
100  hours  of  bird  and  mammal  survey  (Smithsonian,  BSFW),  66  birds 
collected  (Smithsonian,  BSFW),  and  4  microplankton  tows  (USGS). 

This  oceanographic  report  is  intended  to  be  a  compilation  by  the 
participating  scientists  of  the  results  and  preliminary  interpretations  of 
WEBSEC-70.  Although  this  report  may  be  considered  a  publication  ai.d 
should  be  cited  as  such,  it  is  not  intended  to  be  the  sole  publication  result¬ 
ing  from  WEBSEC-70.  The  main  objective  of  the  report  is  to  provide  a 
source  document  to  be  used  as  a  basis  for  further  research  by  participating 
scientists  leading  to  other  publications  concerning  the  marine  ecosystem 
of  the  southeastern  Chukchi  Sea. 
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sampling  stations  during  WEBSEC— 70. 


Table  1.  Summary  of  Station  times,  positions,  and  sampling  operations  on  WISH  SEC-70. 


Du:-/Timc 

Station  (GMT)  Position 


1  -  Sopt  2.1/1900 

71*36'  N.,  166  ’50'  W 

2 

24/0114 

71*22'  N.,  167*09'  W 

3 

24/0628 

71*14'  N.,  167*22'  W 

4 

24/1714 

71*10'  N.,  157  42'  W 

6  . 

24/1846 

71*02’  N.,  158*02'  W 

6  . 

24/2036 

71*06'  N.,  158*31'  W 

7 

24/2266 

71*00'  N.,  169*12'  W 

8 

26/1944 

69*45'  N  ,  163*34'  W 

9 

28/0006 

70*10'  N„  1 66*03'  W 

10 

28/0804 

70*04'  N.,  166*57'  W 

11 

28/1630 

70*19'  N.,  166  t6'  W 

12  . 

29/0060 

70*28'  N„  166*16'  W 

13  . 

29/0964 

70*22'  N.,  166 '06'  W 

14  _ 

29/1730 

70*17'  N.,  166*02’  W 

IS  .  . 

29/2340 

70*18'  N„  164*41'  W 

16 _ 

30/0700 

70*16'  N.,  163*68'  W 

17 _ 

30/1100 

70*16'  N„  163*65'  W 

18 

30/1736 

70*24’  N.,  164*09'  W 

19 

30/2316 

70*22'  N„  163*16’  W 

20 Oct. 

1/0666 

70*20'  N.,  163 ’24'  W 

21. 

1/2346 

70*34'  N„  16.3*16'  W 

22.  .... 

2/0564 

70*20'  N„  168*26'  W 

23. 

2/2030 

70*23'  N„  162*24’  W 

24 

3/0200 

70*09'  N„  162*67’  W 

26  _  .. 

3/0625 

70*07'  N..  163*14'  W 

26.  ._ 

3/1842 

70*11'  N.,  162*52'  W 

27. 

4/0736 

70*11'  N.,  163*19'  W 

28.  ... 

4/1700 

69*69'  N„  163*17'  W 

29.  _ 

4/2346 

70*01'  N„  163*69'  W 

30 

5/0600 

69*68’  N„  164*07'  W 

31.  . 

5/1700 

69*46'  N„  163*34'  W 

32  . 

6/0710 

69*48’  N.,  163*49'  W 

33 _ 

6/1000 

69*47’  N..  164*30'  W 

34 _ 

6/1720 

69*52'  N.,  165*37'  W 

36.. 

6/2200 

69*59’  N  ,  166*30’  W 

36 

7/0230 

70*08'  N.,  167*11'  W 

37. 

7/0730 

70*07’  N„  167*36'  W 

38. 

7/1218 

69*49’  N.,  166*  29'  W 

39 _ 

7/1708 

69*61'  N„  166*47'  W 

40  _ 

7/2230 

70*18'  N.,  166*57'  W 

41 _ 

8/0545 

69*57'  N„  167*31'  W 

42  Oct. 

8/1246 

70*00’  N„  167*41’  W 

43 _ 

8/1658 

70*03’  N.,  168*26'  W 

44 

8/2200 

70*11'  N..  168*66'  W 

46 

9/0640 

69*57’  N.,  168*38'  W 

46 

9/1004 

69*53’  N„  168*39’  W 

47 

9/1102 

69*47'  N.,  168*38'  W 

48 . 

9/1248 

70*01’  N.,  168*34'  W 

49 

9/1700 

69*48'  N.,  168*04’  W 

60 

10/0102 

69*38'  N„  167*44'  W 

61 _ 

10/0622 

69*36'  N„  167*36'  W 

62 

10/1120 

69*30’  N.,  167*43'  W 

63 

10/1305 

69*24’  N„  167*12'  W 

64 

10/1650 

69*24'  N.,  167*15’  W 

66 

10/2256 

69*13’  N„  166*52'  W 

66 

11/0740 

09*14’  N„  166*53'  W 

67 _ 

11/1150 

69*14’  N„  167*00’  W 

xvi 


Activities  1 


nc 

BC,  XBT 
HG,  XBT 
BG,  XBT 
BG,  XBT 
BG,  XBT 
BG,  BS,  XBT 

NAG.  NIC,  BG,  BR,  VI’T,  T,  BC,  CM,  XBT 
NAO,  NIC,  RG,  BR,  Vl'T,  T,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XBT 
MWT,  XBT 

NAC.  NIC,  BG,  BR,  Vl'T,  T,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  NIC,  BG,  VI’T,  T,  BC.  GC,  CAM,  XBT 
T,  BC,  XBT 
MWT,  XBT 

NAC,  NIC,  RG,  RR,  VPT,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 
MWT,  XRT 
T,  BC.  XBT 

NAC,  NIC,  RG,  VPT,  T,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 
NAC,  NIC,  BG.  BS,  VPT,  T,  BC,  XRT 
MWT.  XBT 

NAC,  NIC,  BC,  BS,  VPT.  T,  RC,  CAM,  XBT 
MWT,  XRT 

NAC,  NIC,  RG,  BS,  VPT,  T,  CAM,  XBT 
MAC,  NIC.  RG.  VPT,  T,  CAM,  XRT 
MW  r,  XRT 

NAC,  NIC,  RG,  VPT,  T.  CM,  CAM,  XBT 
T,  RC.  PF 

NAC,  NIC,  BG.  VPT,  T,  RC,  CM,  CAM,  XRT 
NAC,  NIC,  RG,  VPT,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 
MWT,  XRT 

NAC,  RG.  VPT,  CM,  CAM,  XRT 
MWT,  XRT 

NAC,  NIC,  BG,  VPT,  T,  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  NIC,  BG.  VPT,  T  BC,  CAM,  XRT 
NAC,  RG,  VPT,  T.  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  NIC,  RG,  VPT,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 
MWT,  XRT 

NAC,  RG.  GC.  CAM,  XRT 

NAC,  RG.  VPT,  T,  XBT 

NAC,  RG,  VPT,  T,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 

BG,  MWT,  XBT 

NAC,  RG.  T,  GC,  CAM,  XRT 

NAC,  BG,  VPT,  T,  BC,  CAM,  XRT 

NAC,  NIC,  BG,  BS,  VPT,  T,  BC,  GC,  CAM,  XBT 

MWT,  XBT 

BG,  T 

BG,  T 

NAC,  BG,  T,  BC,  CAM,  XBT 

NAC,  RG,  BS,  VPT.  T,  RC,  GC.  CM,  CAM,  XRT 

NAC,  RG,  BS,  VPT,  T,  RC,  CM,  CAM,  XRT 

MWT,  PF 

RG,  T 

RG,  T 

NAC,  RG,  VPT,  T,  GC.  CM,  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  RG,  VPT,  T,  BC,  GC,  CM,  CAM,  XBT,  PF 
MWT,  XBT 
BG,  T 


Station 

Date /Time 
(GMT) 

Position 

58 

11/1300 

69*00’  N.,  166*54'  W 

59 

11/1431 

69*04’  N.,  166*40’  W 

GO  _ 

11/2301 

68*57’  N„  166*25’  W 

G1  _ 

12/0555 

69*05’  N.,  166*13'  W 

G2. 

12/1732 

C9*0G'  N.,  166*02'  W 

63 

12/2116 

69*14’  N.,  165*56’  W 

64 

13/0101 

69’ 24’  N„  166*29'  W 

65 

13/0555 

69*21’  N.,  166*45’  W 

GG. 

13/1010 

69*24'  N.,  166*59’  W 

67 _ 

13/1205 

69*31’  N.,  166*56’  W 

68 

13/1420 

69*38’  N.,  166*48’  W 

69 

13/1930 

69*50’  N.,  167*23'  W 

70 

14/0535 

69*12'  N.,  167*38'  W 

7P 

1 4/1 3  lb 

69*11’  N.,  136*28’  W 

72 

14/1903 

69*19'  N.,  165*11'  W 

73 

15/0025 

69*33’  N.,  164*37’  W 

74 

15/0523 

69*35’  N.,  164*29’  W 

75 

15/0930 

69*31’  N„  164*19’  W 

76 

16/1155 

69*36'  N„  164*48'  W 

77 

15/1315 

69*36'  N.,  165*10’  W 

78 

15/1850 

69*27’  N„  165*38’  W 

79 

16/0130 

G9*28’  N.,  164*15’  W 

80 

16/0614 

69*27’  N„  164*43*  W 

81 

16/1000 

69*29’  N.,  164*26'  W 

82 

16/1135 

69*32’  N„  164*18’  W 

83 

16/1230 

69*26’  N.,  164*26’  W 

84 

16/1400 

69*20'  N..  164*36’  W 

85 

16/1730 

69*13’  N.,  164*45’  W 

86 

Oct.  16/2035 

69*05’  N„  165*05’  W 

87 

17/0035 

69*04’  N„  165*36'  W 

88 

17/0717 

68*55’  N„  166*47’  W 

89 

17/1300 

68*47’  N.,  167*03’  W 

90 

17/1700 

68*54’  N„  166*40’  W 

91 

17/2315 

68*54'  N.,  167*24’  W 

92 

18/0533 

68*36’  N„  167*  41’  W 

Activities  1 

BG,  T 

NAC,  BG,  HC,  CM,  CAM,  XBT 

NAC,  HG,  VI’T,  T,  HC,  GC,  CM,  CAM,  XHT 

MVVT,  XBT 

NAC.  BG,  VI’T,  T,  CAM,  XHT 

NAC.  HG,  VPT,  T,  CAM  XHT 

NAC.  BG,  VI’T,  T,  BC,  GC,  CM,  CAM,  XBT 

MWT,  XBT 

BG,  T 

BG,  T 

NAC,  BG,  T,  GC,  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  HG.  VI’T,  T,  BC,  XBT 
MWT,  XBT 
BG,  T 

NAC,  BG,  VPT,  BC,  CAM.  T,  XBT 
NAC,  BG,  VPT,  BC,  CM,  T,  CAM,  XBT 
MWT 

BG,  T,  XBT 
BG,  T 

NAC,  BG,  T,  BC,  CAM.  XBT 

NAC.  BG,  VPT.  T,  BC,  CAM,  XBT 

BG,  T.  BC,  XBT 

MWT,  XHT 

BG,  T 

BG.  T 

BG,  T 

NAC.  BG,  BC,  CAM,  XBT 
NAC,  BG,  VPT,  T,  BC,  XHT 
NAC,  HG,  VPT,  BC,  XBT 
NAC.  BG.  VPT,  T.  HC.  CAM,  XBT 
MWT 

BG,  T.  GC,  PC 

NAC.  BG,  VPT,  T,  GC.  CM,  CAM,  XHT 
NAC,  BG,  VPT.  BC,  GC.  CAM,  XHT 
MWT,  XBT 


'Activity  code  NAC  Nauren  bottle  east,  NIC  Nlskln  bottle  cast,  BG  bottom  grab.  BS  bird  sampling.  VPT- - vertical 
plankton  tow.  T  —  trnnsmlssometcr  lowering,  FC  box  core,  GC  gravity  core,  PC  piston  core.  CM  current  meter.  CAM 
^bottom  camera,  MWT"mtd-water  trawl,  XHT  expendable  bathythermograph,  PF  precision  lathogram,  BES  beach  survey 
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Physical  Oceanography  of  the  Eastern  Chukchi  Sea  Off  Cape  Lisburne — Icy  Cape 


Merton  C.  Ingham'  and  Bruce  A.  Rutland1 


GENERAL  DESCRIPTION  OF  STUDY  AREA 


Geography 

The  Chukchi  Sea  is  a  small  (580,000  km'-1), 
shallow  (<100  fm)  sea  lying  between  the 
Arctic  Ocean  and  Bering  Strait,  extending 
from  near  Wrangel  Island  (180  )  to  Point 
Rarrow  (156°  W),  generally  bounded  on  the 
north  by  the  100  fm  isobath  which  lies  from 
300  miles  (near  Cape  Lisburne)  to  about  30 
miles  offshore  (near  Point  Barrow).  The  south¬ 
eastern  portion  of  this  sea  lies  over  the  con¬ 
tinental  shelf  off  Alaska’s  north  coast  adjacent 
to  hilly  lowlands  of  varying  width  (nonexistent 
near  Cape  Lisburne)  which  separates  the  sea 
from  the  Brooks  Range  roughly  paralleling  the 
coastline  (Hunkins  and  Kaplan,  (9G6).  The 
portion  of  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  studied  dur¬ 
ing  the  WEBSEC-70  cruise  lay  off  Cape  Lis- 
burne-Icy  Cape  in  shallow  water  ( < 50  m), 
forming  a  triangular  area  about  100  miles  off¬ 
shore  at  its  farthest  point  (figs.  1  and  2). 

lec.  Cover 

The  area  of  open  water  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea  varies  seasonally  with  the  position 
of  the  polar  icepack,  which  depends  on  the  wind 
field,  and  the  extent  of  winter  ice,  which  de¬ 
pends  on  insolation,  air  temperature,  and  wind 
speed.  Ice  conditions  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  have 
been  summarized  as  follows  in  the  Oceano¬ 
graphic  Atlas  of  the  Polar  Seas — Part  II  The 
Arctic.  tU.S.  Navy  Hydrographic  Oflice, 
1958)  : 

"Chukchi  and  Beaufort  Seas — The  waters  of 
the  Chukchi  and  Beaufort  Seas  are  dominated 
most  of  the  year  by  winter  ice  and  polar  pack 
ice  which  includes  heavy  drift  ice  from  the 
Arctic  Ocean.  Of  lesser  importance  is  the  fast 

'  U.S.  Const  Guard  Orcnnogrnphir  Unit,  Hldp.  1 50  E, 
Navy  Ynrd  Annex,  Washington,  P  C.  ZO.'l'.IO. 


ice  which  covers  the  bays  and  fringes  the  shores 
of  northern  Alaska  and  Siberia  for  at  least  8 
months. 

"Generally  August  and  ptember  are  the 
months  with  the  least  ice.  During  this  period 
the  northwest  coast  of  Alaska  should  be  "ree 
of  fast  ice  northward  to  Point  Rarrow  and 
practically  ice  free  from  Point  Barrow  east¬ 
ward  to  Ilerschel  Island.  However,  the  heavy 
polar  pack  is  never  far  off  the  coast  between 
Point  Barrow  and  Ilerschel  Island  and  can  ad¬ 
vance  onto  the  shore  at  any  time.  Westward  of 
Point  Barrow  the  pack  ice  usually  lies  about 
10  miles  offshore  at  Icy  Cape;  beyond  this  point 
the  edge  of  the  pack  swings  northwestward 
toward  Ostrov  Geral'd  and  Wrangel  Island. 
The  ice  edge  then  trends  southwestward.  ap¬ 
proaching  the  Siberian  coast  at  about  the 
vicinity  of  Mys  Shmidta, 

“The  existence  of  an  open  coastal  waterway 
in  the  Chukchi-Reaufort  Sea  sector  is  strongly 
dependent  upon  favorable  winds.  Easterly  and 
southerly  winds  hold  the  pack  oil  tne  coast, 
whereas  northerly  and  westerly  winds  force 
the  floes  against  the  shore.  Even  when  the  main 
body  of  the  ice  recedes  from  the  coast,  drifting 
marginal  floes  and  bands  of  fast  ice  occur  in 
the  inshore  waters. 

"The  heavy  pack  ice  begins  to  close  in  on  the 
coast  after  about  10  September,  and  young  ice 
forms  along  the  margins  of  the  drift  ice  and  in 
any  open  water  that  may  exist  between  the 
pack  and  the  coast  by  mid-September. 

“The  north-setting  current  in  Bering  Strait 
usually  keeps  the  Alaskan  coast  ice-free 
throughout  September  as  far  north  as  Cape 
Lisburne.  but  before  the  end  of  the  month  the 
Arctic  ice  may  be  expected  to  begin  its  ex¬ 
pansion  and  southward  movement.  Before  the 
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first  of  October  the  drift  ice,  which  earlier  had 
been  along  the  Siberian  shore,  may  begin  to 
advance  around  Mys  Dezhneva  into  the  west¬ 
ern  side  of  Rering  Strait. 

“Ice  formation  and  growth  proceed  rapidly 
in  early  October,  and  shipping  is  usually  not 
feasible  north  of  Bering  Strait  after  about  10 
October.  Prevailing  north  and  northeast  winds 
pile  large  accumulations  of  floes  against  the 
Siberian  shore. 

“Retween  Point  Barrow  and  Icy  Cape  drift 
ice  occasionally  recedes  from  the  coast,  and 
young  ice  which  forms  in  the  open  water  is 
piled  up  in  heavy  masses  along  the  shore  when 
the  drift  ice  returns.  Kotzebue  Sound  and  Rer¬ 
ing  Strait  are  closed  during  middle  and  late 
October  by  fast  ice.  By  late  October  or  early 
November,  ice  closes  North  Sound.  As  the  for¬ 
mation  of  ice  continues  toward  midwinter,  the 
ice  limit  gradually  progresses  southward  until 
at  its  maximum,  navigation  north  of  the 
Pribilof  Islands  becomes  impossible  for  ships 
other  than  icebreakers." 

Climate 

An  estimate  of  the  annual  variation  of 
meteorological  factors  directly  influencing  sea- 
air  interaction  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sen  can 
be  obtained  from  atlases  of  average  weather 
conditions  and  from  accumulated  weather  sta¬ 
tion  observations.  The  paucity  of  weather  sta¬ 
tions  and  reporting  ships  in  this  geographical 
area  make  such  an  estimate  inaccurate  and 
imprecise  at  best. 

Mean  monthly  values  of  surface  wind  (vec¬ 
tor  average)  and  temperature  from  volume 
VIII  of  the  Marine  Climatic  Atlas  of  the  World 
(U.S.  Naval  Weather  Service  Command,  1969) 
reveal  a  relatively  small  range  of  seasonal 
variation  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea.  Observa¬ 
tions  taken  over  periods  of  9  and  12  years  from 
Point  Hope  and  Point  Barrow  respectively 
(table  1),  showed  that  winds  were  from  the 
NE-NNE  at  both  coastal  stations  in  all 
months  but  January  at  Point  Barrow  (WNW) 
and  July  and  Augmst  at  Point  Hope  (SE  and 
WNW).  The  average  wind  speed  at  Point  Bar¬ 
row  (<2>/j-5  kts)  was  lower  than  at  Point 
Hope  (<2'/j-10  kts),  but  the  patterns  of  var¬ 
iation  were  approximately  the  same  at  the  two 
stations:  lower  speeds  in  January-February 
and  June- August.  The  monthly  percentage 


frequency  of  winds  of  gale  force  (>34  kts, 
table  2)  was  always  less  than  5  percent  at 
Point  Barrow  and  exceeded  5  percent  at  Point 
Hope  only  during  November  and  December 
Conversely,  the  monthly  percentage  frequency 
of  light  or  gentle  winds  (<10  kts,  table  2) 
was  lowest  at  both  stations  during  October- 
December,  highest  at  Point  Hope  during  May- 
June,  and  highest  at  Point  Barrow  during 
January-February  and  June. 

Table  I. — Monthly  nvernge  wind  velocity  (vector  aver¬ 
age)  and  nir  tempernturc  for  Point  Hope  and  Point 
Barrow,  Alaska.  From  Marine  Climntic  Atlas  of  the 
World— Vol.  VIII  (U.S.  Navnl  Weather  Service 
Command,  1!)G9). 


Wind 

Air  Temp. 

CF) 

Month 

Point  Hope 

Point 

Borrow 

Point  Point 
Hope  Barrow 

Jan. 

NN7, 

2  Vi -6 

WNW 

<2  Vi 

-10 

-17 

Feb. 

NNE 

5-10 

NE 

<2  Vi 

-  8 

-20 

Mar. 

NNE 

5-10 

NE 

2  Vi -6 

-  6 

-15 

Apr. 

NNE 

5-10 

NE 

2Vi-5 

+  G 

0 

Mny 

NNE 

2Vi-5 

ENE 

5-10 

+  23 

+  20 

June 

NNE 

<2  Vi 

ENE 

<2  Vi  — 

.  +36 

+  32 

July  . 

SE 

<2  Vi 

E 

<2Vi 

+42 

+  40 

Aug. 

WNW 

<2  Vi 

NE 

<2  Vi 

+42 

+  40 

Sept. 

NNE 

2  Vi-6 

ENE 

2  Vi -5 

+  34 

F30 

Oct. 

NE 

5-10 

NE 

2  Vi-B 

+23 

+  :< 

Nov. 

NE 

2  Vi -6 

NE 

2  Vi— 6 

+  12 

0 

Dec. 

NE 

5-10 

NE 

2  Vi-6 

-  3 

-12 

Table  °. — Monthly  nvernge  percent  frequency  of  ob¬ 
served  winds  equnl  to  or  grenter  thnn  34  kts  and 
equal  to  or  less  than  10  kts  at  Point  Hope  nnd  Point 
Barrow.  From  Mnrine  Climatic  Atlas  of  the  World — 
Vol.  VIII.  (U.S.  Nnval  Weather  Service  Command, 
1909). 


Month  Percent  frequency  Percent  frequency 

Winds  >34  kts  Winds  <10  kts 

Point  Hope  Point  Dnrrow  Point  Hope  Point  Barrow 


Jnn. 

<6 

<6 

37 

67 

Feb. 

<B 

<6 

35 

54 

Mnr. 

<5 

<6 

33 

>50 

Apr. 

<G 

<6 

40 

>60 

Mny 

<5 

<6 

>50 

51 

June 

<B 

<5 

51 

59 

July 

<5 

<6 

40 

60 

Aug. 

<5 

<G 

36 

50 

Sept. 

<E 

<5 

36 

50 

Oct 

<6 

<5 

>30 

41 

Nov. 

10 

<G 

29 

47 

Dec. 

>6 

<5 

32 

>50 

Prevailing  w 

inds 

at  Point  Barrow 

and  off 

Icy  Cape 

(tables  3 

and  4)  showed  n 

pattern 
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of  variation  stronger  than  that  revealed  by  the 
vector  average  winds  (table  1),  as  is  to  be 
expected.  The  most  prevalent  winds  in  all 
months  in  both  areas  are  E-NE  except  fo> 
SW  winds  during  July  off  Icy  Cape.  Seasons1 
valuation  in  the  wind  field  is  more  pronounced 
in  the  third  and  fourth  most  prevalent  direc¬ 
tions  (octants)  where  W-SW  winds  appear 
more  frequently  during  the  summer  months. 
This  pattern  was  more  pronounced  at  Point 
Barrow  than  off  Icy  Cape. 

Table  3. — Mean  monthly  percent  frequency  of  observed 
winds  in  the  four  most  prevalent  octants  at  Point 
Barrow.  Values  from  chnrts  in  the  Marine  Climatic 
Atlns  of  the  World — Vol.  VI  Arctic  Ocean  (U.S. 
Navy,  1963). 


Month 

Most 

prevalent 

octant 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

Jan. 

E  22 

NE 

19 

SW  11 

N 

10 

Feb. 

E  21 

NE 

20 

W  17 

SW 

10 

Mar. 

NE  31 

E 

K 

N  10 

SW 

9 

Apr. 

NE  27 

E 

22 

N  11 

s 

9 

May 

NE  3B 

E 

29 

N  7 

SE 

6 

June 

E  2* 

NE 

24 

SW  13 

w 

10 

July 

NE  21 

E 

20 

SW  10 

w 

10 

Aug. 

E  23 

NE 

21 

JW  12 

w 

11 

Sept. 

E  20 

NE 

23 

SE  10 

N 

10 

Oct. 

NE  27 

E 

23 

SE  13 

s 

12 

Nov. 

NE  33 

E 

21 

S  10 

SE 

9 

Dec. 

NE  30 

E 

18 

SW  9 

w 

9 

Table  i. — Mean  monthly  percent  frequency  of  observed 
winds  in  the  four  most  prevalent  octants  off  Icy 
Cape  (shipboard  observations).  Values  from  charts 
in  the  Marine  Climatic  Atlns  of  the  World — Vol.  VI 
Arctic  Ocean  (U.S.  Navy,  1 1)63 ) . 

Most 

prevalent 


Month 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

octant 

Second 

Third 

Fourth 

May 

E 

30 

NE 

28 

SE  8 

w 

7 

Juno 

E 

28 

w 

12 

SE  11 

s 

10 

July 

SW 

21 

NE 

20 

N  16 

E 

13 

Aug. 

NE 

22 

E 

20 

SW  11 

W 

11 

Sept. 

—  N 

20 

E 

18 

NE  10 

NW 

9 

Oct. 

NE 

64 

E 

20 

N  10 

SE 

0 

Nov. 

NE 

68 

E 

12 

N  8 

W 

0 

Dec. 

NE 

69 

E 

22 

SW  7 

N 

0 

Mean  monthly  surface  air  temperature  (table 
1)  varied  seasonally  with  the  highest  tempera¬ 


ture  at  Point  Hope  and  Point  Barrow  occurring 
in  July  and  August.  The  seasonal  low  tempera¬ 
ture  at  Point  Barrow  occurred  in  February,  1 
month  later  than  at  Point  Hope.  The  mean  tem¬ 
perature  was  lower  at  Point  Barrow  than  at 
Point  Hope  during  all  months  by  an  amount 
ranging  from  2  12  F  (1.1  to  G.7  C°). 

Oceanography 

Some  past  oceanographic  investigations  of 
the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  have  included  a  few 
observations  in  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape 
area,  hut  no  comprehensive  survey  had  been 
attempted  there  prior  to  WEBSEC-70.  How¬ 
ever.  the  results  of  past  cruises  are  detailed 
enough  to  yield  a  general  description  of  the 
eastern  Chukchi  Sea  during  the  summer  and 
early  fall. 

Sauer,  et  al.  (1051),  described  water  masses 
found  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sen  (G5-73°  N, 
16-1-169  \V)  in  the  summer  of  1949.  The 

temperature  and  salinity  data  used  for  classi¬ 
fication  of  the  water  masses  were  obtained 
by  bathythermograph  and  titration  of  water 
samples,  both  means  yielding  data  of  lower 
precision  and  accuracy  than  is  common  in  more 
recent  investigations.  The  water  masses  they 
identified  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Lisburne-Icy 
Cape  were  Alaskan  Coastal  Water  (.ipprox. 
>6  6  C.  <30.5%o)  occupying  the  entire  wnter 
column  near  the  continent,  and  Intermediate 
Water  (approx.  1  6.3  C.,  30.6-32.2%o)  found 
near  bottom  near  the  continent  and  at  the  sur¬ 
face  farther  north.  As  the  authors  pointed  out. 
the  water  mass  classifications  may  be  valid  in  a 
particular  area  for  the  summer  season  only. 

Water  masses  were  described  by  Aagaard 
(1964)  based  on  temperature  and  salinity  data 
collected  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sen  in  October 
1962.  He  found  “Alaskan  coastal  water” 
(■>1  C.  <31%o)  to  occupy  the  surface  layer 
near  the  continent  and  a  layer  of  “warm  sub¬ 
surface  water"  (>2.0°  C,  31.5-32.4%o)  be¬ 
neath  it.  Both  of  these  masses  were  found  as 
far  north  as  Point  Hope,  but  northerly  winds 
apparently  Mocked  the  flow  of  Alaskan  constnl 
water  into  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area. 
Near  the  bottom  in  the  central  and  northeast¬ 
ern  Chukchi  Sea,  he  found  a  water  mnss  char¬ 
acterized  hv  salinity  greater  than  32.9%o, 
temperature  greater  than  1°  C,  and  low  con¬ 
centrations  of  dis:  olved  oxygen  (down  to  26 
percent  saturation).  With  the  data  available  to 
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him,  Aupnard  was  unable  to  isolate  the  source 
of  this  water  mass  but  named  the  Berinp  Sea, 
East  Siberian  Sea,  and  northern  Chukchi  Sea 
as  possibilities. 

Fleming  and  Heppnrty  (1900)  described 
water  properties  found  in  the  eastern  Chukchi 
Sea  on  two  rummer  cruises  (2  August  1  Sep¬ 
tember  1959  and  20  .luiy-28  August  1900)  but 
did  not  define  water  masses  based  on  the  ob¬ 
served  properties.  They  found  warmer,  less 
saline  water  near  the  Alaskan  coast  extending 
northward,  more  or  less  parallel  to  the  coast¬ 
line.  as  far  as  lev  Cape.  In  the  Cape  Lisburne- 
Icy  Cape  area  nearer  the  shore,  they  found  a 
southwestward  surface  intrusion  of  .vater 
which  was  warmer  and  more  saline  (7°  10°  C. 
>32%o)  than  that  penerallv  found  throughout 
the  area.  They  offered  no  suppestion  repardinp 
a  source  of  the  uuruded  water.  Distributions  of 
temperature  and  salinity  farther  offshore  im¬ 
ply  the  presence  of  a  clockwise  eddy,  suppest- 
inp  the  possibility  that  the  anomalous  intrusion 
may  have  been  the  residue  of  a  former  eddy 
trapped  downstream  from  Cape  Lisburne. 

Kinney,  Burrell,  et  al,  (1970),  described  four 
listinct  water  masses  present  in  the  Bering 
Strait  in  Julv--Aupust  19G8.  Their  description 
was  based  on  an  analysis  of  four  groups  of 
factors:  nutrients,  orpanics,  C/N  and  PM 
(carbon/nitropen  and  particulate  matter),  and 
physical  variables  ( temperature,  salinity,  and 
density).  The  identified  masses  were  charac¬ 
terized  as  follows : 

1.  deep  water  in  the  center  of  the  strait  and 
surface  water  on  the  western  side  with 
h iph  nutrients,  low  organics,  high  salin¬ 
ity,  and  low  temperature, 

2.  surface  water  in  the  central  strait  with 
partially  depleted  nutrients,  hiph  or¬ 
panics,  and  varvinp  temperature  and 
salinity, 

3  surface  wntei  in  the  eastern  strnit  with 
low  nutrients,  low  orpanics,  low  salinity, 
and  hiph  temperature,  and 

1.  deep  water  in  the  eastern  strait  with  low 
nutrients  and  hiph  orpanics. 

Because  the  waters  of  the  Berinp  Strait  flow 
northward  into  the  Chukchi  Sea,  these  four 
water  masses,  particularly  those  of  the  eastern 
and  central  portions,  are  important  in  any 
study  of  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area. 

A  peuerai  description  of  the  circulation  in 


the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  can  be  constructed 
from  several  reports  of  investipations  in  the 
area  and  atlas  portrayals  of  averape  surface 
currents.  In  a  few  of  these  publications  the 
current  portrayals  are  based  on  direct  measure¬ 
ments,  but  most  of  them  are  based  on  inference 
from  the  distribu'ion  of  water  properties. 

The  I’.S.  N’avv  llydropraphic  Office  C~eano- 
praphic  Atlas  of  the  Polar  Seas — Part  II 
Arctic  (I’SXIIO,  1958)  shows  a  pattern  of 
surface  currents  (fip.  -1)  flowinp  northward 
into  the  Chukchi  Sea  from  the  Berinp  Strait 
to  the  vicinity  of  the  Point  Hope-Cape  Lisburne 
promontory,  then  northeastward  throuph  the 
Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area,  with  speeds  of  i 

0.5  to  1.7  knots  This  portrayal  was  based  on 
records  of  vessel  drift  and  dynamic  considera¬ 
tions,  the  latter  beinp  of  little  value  in  the 
shallow  Chukchi  Sea. 

Durinp  a  joint  United  States-Canadian  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Arctic  waters  in  the  summer  of 
1919  (Lesser  and  Pickard,  1950),  28  direct 
measurements  if  currents  were  made  in  15 
locations  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  (four 
surface  and  two  bottom  measurements  in  the 
Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area).  Surface 
measurements  were  made  with  a  drift  pole  and 
near-bottom  n.  nsurements  were  made  with  an 
Ekman  meter.  Surface  currents  ranped  from 
0.0  to  0.5  knots  in  essentially  random  direc¬ 
tions.  except  for  two  measurements  made  near 
Point  Hope  and  near  Cape  Lisburne  which 
showed  currents  diverpinp  from  the  headlands 
(N\V  and  WNW)  at  2.0  and  1.0  knots,  re- 
spectivelv.  Near  bottom  (1G0  cm  above  the 
bottom)  currents  in  the  same  area  (four 
measurements)  were  found  to  be  pen e rally  i 

northward,  parallelinp  local  isobaths  at  speeds 
ranpinp  from  0.2  to  0.5  knots. 

The  most  extensive  propram  of  current 
measurements  in  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  to 
date  was  conducted  by  the  University  of  Wash- 
inpton  in  July-Aupust  I9G0  as  part  of  a  study 
of  the  environment  of  the  Cipe  Thompson 
repion  ( Flcminp  and  Ilepparty,  1 9GG) .  Current 
meter  observations  were  made  at  1G1  stations. 

21  of  which  were  in  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy 
Cape  area.  Drift  cards  and  dropue  buoys  also 
were  used  to  measure  surface  currents,  but 
only  south  of  Cape  Lisburne.  The  measure¬ 
ments  revealed  a  peneral  circulation  pattern 
(tip  5)  involvinp  a  northward  flow  from  the 
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Bering  Strait  which  approximately  paralleled 
local  isobaths,  converged  oa  promontories  and 
curved  into  a  clockwise  eddy  northeast  of  Cape 
Lisburne.  The  distributions  of  temperature  and 
salinity  supported  this  pattern  with  isotherms 
and  isohalines  generally  paralleling  the  iso¬ 
baths  and  forming  an  eddy  pattern  northeast 
of  Cape  Lisburne. 

There  have  been  no  extensive  programs  of 
current  measurement  in  the  eastern  Chukchi 
Sea  during  the  fall  months.  Aagaard  (196-1) 
has  reported  the  results  of  a  cruise  in  this  area 
during  October  1962  but  there  were  no  direct 
measurements  of  current  performed  and  his 
description  of  circulation  was  based  entirely  on 
inference  from  the  distributions  of  water  prop¬ 
erties.  He  desciibed  a  two-laver  system  in¬ 
volving  “Alaskan  coastal  water"  in  the  surface 
layer  and  "warm  subsurface  water”  beneath 
it.  The  “Alaskan  coastal  water”  did  not  flow 
northeastward  from  Cape  Lisburne  as  expected 
but  turned  to  the  northwest  instead,  apparently 
because  of  prevailing  northeasterly  winds  in 
the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area.  The  “warm 
subsurface  water,”  however,  apparently  was 
not  influenced  by  the  wind  stress  and  turned  to 
flow  northeastward  beyond  Cape  Lisburne. 

There  are  no  general  descriptions  of  circula¬ 
tion  during  the  winter  months  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea.  Coachman  and  Tripp  (1970)  have 
reported  measurements  obtained  over  a  period 
of  4  days,  21-25  March  1968,  with  a  recording 
current  meter  suspended  15  m  beneath  an  ice 
floe  drifting  about  190  km  (114  nm)  NNE  of 
Bering  Strait  (approximately  140  nm  SW  of 
Cape  Lisburne).  Their  results  indicated  that 
the  northward  flow  from  the  Bering  Strait  that 
has  been  frequently  measured  in  summer 
months  also  is  present  in  winter. 

RESULTS  OF  WEBSEC-70 

Data  Collection  and  Processing 

WEBSEC-70  was  conducted  from  the 
USCGC  GLACIER  (WAGH--4)  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea  during  23  September- 18  October 
1970.  Eighty-five  stations  were  occupied  in  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  in  a  grad¬ 
ually  diminishing  area  of  open  water  between 
the  polar  ice  pack  and  the  northern  Alaskan 
coast  (figs.  1  and  2)  Physical  and  chemical 
oceanographic  data  were  collected  at  these  sta¬ 


tions  from  47  Nansen  bottle  casts,  136  expend¬ 
able  bathythermograph.  (XBT)  drops,  and  28 
current  meter  lowerings. 

Temperature 

Water  temperature  data  were  obtained  by 
use  of  paired  reversing  thermometers  attached 
to  Nansen  bottles  and  by  XRTs  calibrated  with 
bucket  thermometer  readings. 

Salinitp 

Water  samples  were  drawn  from  Teflon-lined 
Nansen  bottles  for  salinity  determinations 
conducted  on  board  with  inductive  salino- 
meters.  The  salinometers  were  ■•alibrated  with 
standard  (Copenhagen)  water  at  least  once 
per  30  samples.  Conductivity  values  obtained 
were  converted  to  salinity  values  by  use  of  the 
International  Oceanographic  Tables  published 
jointly  by  UNESCO  and  the  National  Institute 
of  Oceanography  of  Great  Britain  (UNESCO, 
1966). 

Dissolved  Oxppen  Concentration 

Water  samples  were  drawn  from  Teflon-lined 
Nansen  bottles  for  shipboard  analysis  of  dis¬ 
solved  oxygen  by  means  of  a  modified  Winkler 
titration  (Strickland  and  Parsons,  1968). 
Values  of  percent  saturation  were  computed 
utilizing  a  computer  program  based  on  tables 
of  oxygen  saturation  developed  by  Green  and 
Carritt  (1967). 

Dissol red  Nutrients 

Techniques  described  in  the  manual  of 
Strickland  and  Parsons  (1968)  were  used  in 
the  determination  of  nutrients.  Molybdate  com¬ 
plexes  of  phosphate  and  silicate  were  reduced 
to  form  colored  complexes.  Nitrate  was  first 
reduced  to  nitrite  using  a  cadmium-copper 
column,  and  then  converted  to  a  highly  colored 
azo  dye.  A  Beckman  HU-2  spectrophotometer 
was  employed  in  measuring  the  light  transmit¬ 
tance  of  the  treated  samples.  The  resulting 
extinction  values  were  converted  to  concentra¬ 
tions,  in  microgram-atoms/liter,  taking  into 
account  the  salt  etTed. 

Sampling  Depth 

The  Nansen  casts  were  all  too  shallow  to  em¬ 
ploy  effectively  unprotected  reversing  thermo¬ 
meters  to  obtain  measurements  of  sampling 
depths.  Meter  wheel  readings  and  wire  angle 
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measurements  were  used  to  compute  estimates 
of  sampling  depths.  Because  all  of  the  casts 
were  made  to  depths  of  less  than  50  meters 
under  conn." ions  of  low  wire  angle,  no  sig¬ 
nificant  errors  are  thought  to  exist  in  the  '‘om- 
puted  estimates. 


Currents 

Direct  measurements  of  currents  were  made 
on  14  stations  at  two  depths  from  the  vessel  at 
anchor.  A  Hydroproducts  model  502  recording 
current  meter  (CGOU)  was  lowered  to  10  m 
depth  and  allowed  to  run  for  periods  ranging 
from  1  to  35  hours  (about  1  V->  hours  on  most 
station").  A  Geodyne  model  102  recording  cur¬ 
rent  meter  (USGS)  was  lowered  to  within 
1.5-2  m  of  the  bottom  on  most  of  the  same 
stations  for  simultaneous  measurement  of 
near-bottom  currents. 

Strip  charts  from  the  Hydroproducts  meter 
were  digitized  by  hand,  yielding  data  points  at 
3yi>-minute  intervals.  Calibration  corrections 
were  applied  to  the  speed  data,  and  corrections 
for  magnetic  variation  were  applied  to  the 
direction  record.  The  data  were  then  processed 
to  yield  means  and  standard  deviations  of  speed 
and  direction,  progressive  vector  diagrams, 
vector  histograms,  and  vector  averages. 

Photographic  records  from  the  Geodyne  cur¬ 
rent  meter  were  processed  by  machine,  yielding 
speed  and  velocity  information  at  1-minute  in¬ 
tervals.  Those  values  then  were  reprocessed  by 
computer  to  obtain  15-minute,  1-hour,  and 
overall  vector  sums.  Vector  values  were  cor¬ 
rected  for  magnetic  variation  before  progres¬ 
sive  vector  diagrams  were  plotted. 


Meteorological  Observations 

Surface  meteorological  observations  were 
made  at  6-hour  intervals  and  on  each  station. 
Upper  air  observations  were  made  daily. 


Ice  Observations 

Observations  of  ice  cover  and  pack  edge  loca¬ 
tion  were  made  visually  and  by  radar  from  the 
vessel  routinely  and  from  helicopter  recon¬ 
naissance  flights  when  necessary. 


Quality  Control 

Initial  quality  control  of  all  physical  and 
chemical  oceanographic,  data  w.as  performed  on 
board  GLACIER,  and  final  control  was  con¬ 
ducted  at  (lie  Coast  Guard  Oceanographic  Unit. 


All  of  the  oceanographic  data  were  submitted 
to  the  U.S.  National  Oceanographic  Data 
Center  (NODC)  for  archiving  and  further 
processing.  NODC  listings  of  the  processed 
data  have  been  included  in  this  report  (ap¬ 
pendix  A). 


Surface  Properties  and  Air-Sea  Interaction 

Ice  conditions  encountered  during  WEBSEC 
70  (fig.  6)  were  much  like  those  described  as 
average  for  September-Ociober  (U.S.  Navy 
Hydrographic  Office,  1958).  Both  the  advance 
of  the  polar  ice  pack  on  the  coastline  and  the 
freezing  of  winter  ice  were  approximately  “on 
schedule.”  Oceanographic  stations  were  gen 
erally  occupied  in  the  relatively  ice-free  water 
between  the  main  pack  edge  and  the  coast  (10 
frn  isobath),  except  for  occasional  stations  and 
stations  9  through  23  which  were  occupied 
near  the  pack  edge  by  design  (figs.  2  .and  6). 
Station  21  was  located  about  10  nautical  miles 
inside  the  pack  edge,  the  deepest  penetration  of 
the  cruise. 

The  proximity  of  the  ice  pack  influenced 
water  properties  at  the  sea  surface  and,  to  a 
lesser  extent,  in  the  upper  10  meters.  Melting 
along  the  pack  edge  lowered  temperature  and 
salinity  of  the  adjacent  water  to  values  gen¬ 
erally  less  than  1"  C  and  31  ppt  (figs.  7,  8,  10, 
11).  The  concentration  of  dissolved  oxygen  in 
the  surface  layer  was  higher  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  ice  pack  (figs.  13,  14),  but  this  only  reflects 
the  greater  solubility  of  oxygen  in  colder  water, 
as  is  evident  from  the  lack  of  similar  patterns 
in  the  distribution  of  percent  saturation  of  dis¬ 
solved  oxygen  (figs.  16,  17).  Nutrient  values  in 
the  northern  sector  of  the  survey  (figs.  19,  20, 
22,  23,  25,  26,  28,  29)  also  appeared  to  be  in¬ 
fluenced  by  melt  water  from  the  adjacent  ice 
pack.  Dilution  of  surface  values  by  the  melt 
water  apparently  resulted  in  low  concentra¬ 
tions  ;  stations  near  the  ice  pack  off  Icy  Cape 
showed  the  lowest  surface  nutrient  values  en¬ 
countered. 

The  variation  of  weather  conditions  during 
the  cruise  period  strongly  influenced  surface 
water  properties.  Air  temperature  (fig.  31) 
remained  nearly  constant  during  the  early 
portion  of  the  cruise  (stations  8-30,  25  Sep¬ 
tember-5  October) ,  then  generally  decreased 
for  the  remainder  of  the  cruise  (stations  30-87, 
5-17  October).  An  increase  in  air  temperature 
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noted  during  17-18  October  (stations  89-92) 
probably  was  the  result  of  moving  to  the  area 
west  of  Cape  Lisburne,  instead  of  a  change  in 
the  weather  patterns.  Sea  surface  temperature 
(fig.  7)  followed  a  similar  pattern  of  variation: 
nearly  constant  during  the  early  part  of  the 
cruise  (stations  8-30),  with  some  variation 
resulting  from  varying  proximity  to  the  edge 
of  Oie  ice  pack,  and  decreasing  for  the  remain¬ 
der  of  the  cruise  (stations  30-87). 

An  area  of  low  sea  surface  temperature 
(<0°  C)  neat  shoiv.  near  Cape  Lisburne  (sta¬ 
tions  73-87,  fig.  7)  was  the  result  of  strong 
cooling  by  the  overlying  cold  air  mass 
(<  — 10“  C).  Ice  was  rapidly  freezing  on  the 
sea  surface  as  these  stations  were  occupied,  in 
response  to  steadily  decreasing  air  tempera¬ 
ture. 

Variations  in  the  surface  wind  field  during 
the  cruise  period  (fig.  32)  included  two  periods 
of  relative  calm  (most  observations  <10  kts), 
which  occurred  during  the  early  and  middle 
portions  (stations  8-30,  25  September-5  Octo¬ 
ber,  and  stations  45-60,  9-11  October).  These 
were  interspersed  with  two  periods  of  strong 
winds  (up  to  35  kts)  from  the  NNE-ENE 
octant  (stations  30-45,  5-9  October,  and  sta¬ 
tions  60-85,  11-16  October).  Time  variation  of 
sea  surface  temperature  showed  a  tendency 
toward  higher  temperatures  or  a  period  of 
slow  decrease  corresponding  with  the  two 
windy  periods,  probably  because  of  mixing  of 
warmer,  more  saline,  subsurface  water  with 
the  surface  layer.  In  addition,  the  surface 
temperature  of  the  air  mass  involved  in  the 
first  windy  period  was  higher  than  that  ob¬ 
served  preceding  or  following  the  periods. 

Variations  in  meteorological  conditions  and 
their  effect  on  the  distributions  of  surface  and 
near-surface  water  properties  were  large 
enough  to  render  the  observed  distributions 
asynoptic  over  the  full  period  of  the  cruise. 
Consequently,  the  contoured  sections  of  the 
physical  and  chemical  properties  of  the  water 
must  be  viewed  with  their  asynoptic  character 
in  mind,  and  inferences  of  flow  based  on  these 
sections  can  be  considered  valid  for  only  short 
periods  of  the  cruise. 

Water  Masses 

The  temperature  and  salinity  values  observed 
in  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area  during 


WEBSEC  70  did  not  correspond  closely  with 
water  mass  properties  defined  by  Saur  ct  al. 
(1954)  and  Aagaard  (1964)  (figs,  33,  34).  As 
might  be  expecWI,  the  YVEBSEC-70  values 
were  closer  to  Aagaard’s  fall  values  than 
Saur’s  summer  v  ’ues.  The  lack  of  agreement 
between  the  observed  values  and  previously 
defined  water  masses  is  not  surprising,  in  light 
of  the  wide  time-dependent  variation  of  the 
properties  of  the  shallow  water  of  the  Chukchi 
Sea  and  the  inflow  from  the  Rering  Strait. 

The  surface  water  sampled  in  the  Cape 
I  sburne-Iey  Cape  area  (designated  by  dots  in 
fig.  35)  appeared  to  be  a  cooler,  more  saline 
variety  of  the  “Alaskan  coastal  water”  defined 
by  Aagaard  (1964).  Underlying  the  modified 
Alaskan  coastal  water  often  was  found  water 
with  T-S  characteristics  corresponding  with 
those  of  the  “warm  subsurface  water”  defined 
by  Aagaard  (1964).  Occasionally  the  warm 
subsurface  water  was  found  at  the  sea  surface. 
Many  of  the  T-S  points  fell  between  the  two 
water  masses  defined  by  Aagaard,  which 
merely  exemplifies  the  need  to  adjust  the 
boundaries  of  the  definitions. 

Raiher  than  inventing  new  water  mass  defi¬ 
nitions  or  modifying  existing  ones  to  fit  the 
observed  properties,  it  may  be  simpler  te  con¬ 
sider  the  physical  processes  and  water  masses 
at  the  periphery  of  the  T-S  distribution  which 
influence  the  properties  of  the  main  volume  of 
water  entering  the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  (fig. 
36).  Merely  to  facilitate  discussion,  the  inflow¬ 
ing  water  mass  will  be  called  Eastern  Chukchi 
Sea  Fall  Influx  (ECSFI). 

Alaskan  coastal  runofT,  both  as  a  component 
of  ECSFI  and  as  an  addition  to  it  north  of  the 
Bering  Strait,  tends  to  produce  higher  tem¬ 
peratures  and  lower  salinities  in  the  surface 
layer.  The  volume  of  runoff,  and  accordingly 
its  influence  on  water  properties,  varies  season¬ 
ally,  and  from  year  >  year.  Because  freezing 
conditions  were  prevalent  during  WEBSEC-70, 
the  effects  of  runoff  on  the  wafer  properties 
observed  in  the  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  area 
were  greatly  reduced,  yielding  cooler  and  more 
saline  water  than  normally  found  during  the 
summer  and  fall  months. 

Melting  of  sea  ice  will  produce  a  surface 
layer  of  cooler  (as  low  as  —1.8°  C)  and  less 
saline  (<30  ppt.)  water.  A  layer  of  water 
whose  properties  were  modified  in  this  manner 
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was  found  in  the  vicinity  of  the  edge  of  the 
Polar  ice  pack  during  the  early  portion  of 
WEBSEC-70  (figs.  7,  8,  10,  11,  37,  38).  The 
layer,  which  was  easily  distinguished  from 
water  beneath  and  adjacent  to  it,  was  quite 
limited  in  its  vertical  and  horizontal  extent 
(about  10  m  or  less  thick  and  a  few  miles  from 
the  pack  edge),  thus  representing  a  small 
volume  relative  to  the  total  volume  studied  dur¬ 
ing  the  cruise. 

Freezing  of  sea  ice  will  produce  a  change  in 
the  entire  water  column,  making  it  colder 
(down  to  about  -1.8°  C)  and  more  saline 
(>31  ppt  here).  These  changes  occur  step¬ 
wise,  in  temperature  first,  then  in  salinity  when 
the  freezing  point  is  reached.  Many  of  the 
stations  occupied  during  the  last  portion  of  the 
cruise  (stations  72-87)  showed  the  effects  of 
rapid  cooling  and  freezing  (figs.  7,  8,  9). 
Temperature-salinity  plots  of  these  stations 
(fig.  35)  are  virtually  points,  indicating  the 
nearly  isothermal  and  isohaline  conditions  in 
the  water  column  produced  by  convective  over¬ 
turn  resulting  from  the  strong  cooling  and 
freezing  of  sea  ice. 

Inclusion  of  water  from  near  bottom  in  the 
central  Bering  Strait  would  decrease  the  tem¬ 
perature  and  increase  the  salinity  of  the  water 
column  (fig.  36).  The  effects  of  this  water 
category  were  found  near  bottom  on  stations 
in  the  northwestern  corner  and  along  the 
northern  boundary  of  the  WEBSEC-70  area  of 
investigation.  Stations  in  deeper  portions  of  the 
Chukchi  Sea  farther  north  (inaccessible  during 
WEBSEC-70)  probably  would  reveal  this 
water  category  to  be  a  common  component  of 
the  water  column. 

Water  properties  along  the  western  edge  of 
the  area  of  investigation  (stations  44-60,  sec¬ 
tion  B-B') ,  which  would  be  “upstream”  in  a 
current  pattern  such  as  that  described  by  previ¬ 
ous  investigators,  varied  significantly  in  t.heir 
horizontal  and  vertical  distributions  (figs. 
39-45).  Maximum  temperatures  (>3  C)  at  all 
depths  were  found  in  the  center  of  the  section 
(stations  49  and  50),  where  the  water  column 
was  nearly  isothermal.  Minimum  temperatures 
(<1°  C)  in  the  section  were  found  near  the 
surface  on  station  44  (near  the  ice  pack)  and 
near  the  bottom  on  station  48. 

The  distribution  of  salinity  along  the  section 
(fig.  40)  generally  did  not  parallel  the  distribu¬ 


tion  of  temperature.  Salinity  changed  very 
little  northward  from  Cape  Lisburne  (station 
60)  until  beyond  the  midpoint  (station  49), 
and  the  water  column  was  nearly  isohaline  in 
the  section  between  stations  49  and  60.  North 
of  station  49  salinity  increased  at  all  levels,  but 
most  rapidly  near  bottom,  where  a  maximum 
of  32.66  ppt  was  found  on  station  48. 

The  combination  of  temperature  and  salinity 
values  observed  near  bottom  on  the  stations  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  section  (stations  44,  48, 
and  49)  and  along  the  northern  boundary  of 
the  study  area  closely  correspond  with  those 
observed  below  20  m  in  the  central  Bering 
Strait  (fig.  33)  during  a  cruise  of  the  USCGC 
NORTHWIND  in  October  1962  (U.S.  Coast 
Guard,  1964).  In  addition,  the  distributions  of 
dissolved  nutrients  in  the  near  bottom  water  on 
this  section  (figs.  42-45)  showed  higher  values 
for  each  nutrient  sampled.  The  higher  nutrient 
concentrations  add  to  the  hypothesis  that  the 
near  bottom  water  on  stations  44,  48,  and  49 
came  from  the  central  Bering  Strait.  All  these 
water  properties  correspond  well  with  the 
characteristics  of  a  Bering  Strait  water  mass 
described  by  Kinney,  Burrell,  et  al.  (1970), 
which  was  found  at  the  surface  in  the  western 
strait  and  at  the  bottom  in  the  center  of  the 
strait,  and  was  characterized  by  high  nutrients, 
low  organics,  high  salinity,  and  low  tempera¬ 
ture.  This  mass  also  was  thought  by  Kinney, 
Burrell,  et  al.  to  make  up  the  bottom  water  of 
the  central  and  western  Chukchi  Sea. 

The  possibility  that  the  near-bottom  water 
found  along  the  northern  edge  of  the 
WEBSEC-70  area  may  have  come  from  the 
Arctic  Basin  instead  of  the  central  Bering 
Strait  is  negated  by  the  following  observations : 
(1)  The  WEBSEC-70  near-bottom  water  was 
warmer  by  2-4°  C  than  Arctic  Basin  water 
(Coachman  and  Barnes,  1961)  of  the  same 
salinity  range  (31.8-32.6%o)  and  density  range 
(.r,  25.5-26.5).  (2)  The  WEBSEC-70  near¬ 
bottom  water  contained  less  dissolved  oxygen 
(about  1. 5-2.0  ml/1  less)  and  more  silicate 
(about  20-30  gg-at/1  more)  than  Arctic  Basin 
water  (Kinney,  Arhelger,  and  Burrell,  1970) 
of  the  same  density  range.  (3)  The  WEBSEC- 
70  near-bottom  water  contained  substantially 
less  oxygen,  more  silicate,  more  phosphate, 
more  nitrate,  and  was  warmer  than  Arctic 


Basin  water  (Kinney,  Arhelger,  and  Burrell, 
1970)  in  the  same  depth  range  (35-50  m). 

Water  near  the  bottom  in  the  East  Siberian 
Sea  was  found  by  Codispoti  and  Richards 
(19G3)  to  contain  concentrations  of  phosphate 
and  silicate  which  are  quite  similar  to  those 
found  near  the  bottom  in  the  northern  edge  of 
the  WEBSEC-70  area.  However,  the  tempera¬ 
ture,  salinity,  and  concentration  of  nitrate  were 
unlike  those  found  in  the  WEBSEC-70  area. 
These  dissimilarities  and  the  lack  of  evidence 
of  flow  from  the  East  Siberian  Sea  to  the  east¬ 
ern  Chukchi  Sea  rule  out  the  East  Siberian  Sea 
as  a  source  of  the  WEBSEC-70  near-bottom 
water. 

Horizontal  distributions  of  dissolved  nu¬ 
trients  on  the  sea  surface  and  10-m  surface 
(figs.  19,  20,  22,  23,  25,  2G,  28,  29)  showed  a 
general  northwestward  decrease  in  concentra¬ 
tions  of  all  those  measured.  Such  a  decrease 
would  be  expected  if  the  flow  were  northwest¬ 
ward  and  photosynthesis  were  taking  place  at 
these  levels.  However,  Fleming  and  Heggarty 
(1966)  estimated  the  residence  time  for  water 
in  the  southeastern  Chukchi  Sea  to  be  only 
about  10  days,  scarcely  enough  time  to  develop 
the  gradients  observed  under  fall  light  condi¬ 
tions.  The  residence  time  may  be  substantially 
longer  than  the  estimate,  perhaps  because  of 
the  formation  of  eddies  northeast  of  Cape 
Lisburne  and  the  reduction  of  flow  through  the 
area  by  strong  northeasterly  winds. 

An  interesting  feature  visible  on  nearly  all 
charts  of  horizontal  distributions  of  water 
properties  was  an  area  of  vertically  well  mixed 
cold  water  with  relatively  high  nutrient  con¬ 
tent,  found  extending  westward  from  Point 
Lay.  Steep  horizontal  gradients  were  found  in 
the  concentrations  of  phosphate  and  nitrate  at 
all  levels.  The  high  nutrient  load  of  this  water 
probably  was  the  result  of  incorporation  of 
nutrients  from  the  bottom  sediments  into  the 
overlying  water  and  vertical  mixing  caused  by 
convective  overturn  and  wind  mixing,  since  the 
stations  involved  were  occupied  late  in  the 
cruise  during  a  period  of  strong  cooling  and 
rapid  freezing. 

The  distribution  of  oxygen  in  the  area  of 
study  showed  little  variation,  particularly  in 
terms  of  percent  saturation  (figs.  16-18).  The 
slightly  lower  oxygen  values  observed  near 
bottom  along  the  northern  boundary  of  the 


area  of  study  are  characteristic  of  water  from 
near  bottom  in  the  central  Bering  Strait.  Con¬ 
vective  processes  produced  concentrations  very 
near  saturation  in  the  rest  of  the  water  column 
along  the  northern  boundary  and  in  the  rest  of 
the  area  of  study. 

Currents — Direct  Measurement 

Current  meter  records  obtained  during 
WEBSEC-70,  which  have  been  digitized  and 
summarized  (tigs.  -16-74),  revealed  a  wide 
variation  in  magnitude  and  direction.  Tidal 
variations  were  not  evident  in  the  30-hour  rec¬ 
ords  (15-minute  average  progressive  vector 
plots,  figs.  60  and  74)  from  station  8.  This  is 
not  surprising  because  the  currents  associated 
with  the  mixed  semidiurnal  tides  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi  Sea  are  relatively  weak.  Fleming  and 
Heggarty  (1966)  reported  measurements  of 
tidal  currents  of  less  than  0.1  kt  just  south  of 
Point  Hope. 

During  the  31  hours  of  current  measurement 
at  station  8,  the  motion  of  the  vessel  swinging 
at  anchor  introduced  variation  into  the  velocity 
records.  A  log  of  the  vessel’s  heading,  recorded 
at  15-minute  intervals  for  13  hours,  showed 
that  the  vessel  moved  through  an  arc  of  150” 
(210-360°  T)  during  the  full  period,  and 
through  an  average  arc  of  15.2°  in  15  minutes. 
Assuming  uniform  motion  during  the  15- 
minute  period,  a  swing  of  15.2  would  produce 
a  recorded  velocity  of  0.09  kt  at  right  angles 
to  the  vessel’s  heading.  The  maximum  swing 
observed  during  any  15-minute  period  was  50°, 
which  similarly  would  yield  a  recorded  velocity 
of  0.29  kt.  The  vector  average  near-bottom 
current  speed  during  the  31-hour  period  was 
only  0.08  kt,  which  is  only  slightly  larger  than 
the  average  velocity  imparted  by  the  ship’s 
swinging  at  anchor.  The  spurious  velocity  rec¬ 
ord  due  to  the  vessel’s  motion  thus  renders 
short-term  averages  or  instantaneous  velocities 
in  the  record  nearly  useless.  The  strip  chart 
from  the  10-m  current  meter  shows  variation 
in  direction  (assumedly  due  to  swinging  at 
anchor)  with  no  obvious  general  period.  Only 
the  trends  revealed  by  progressive  diagrams  or 
long  term  vector  averages  can  be  considered  as 
significant  under  these  circumstances. 

Currents  at  the  10-meter  depth  (fig.  75) 
generally  fell  within  the  same  quadrant  and 
often  the  same  octant  as  the  wind  velocity  (fig. 


32)  on  tlie  same  or  preceding  stationr,  except 
at  stations  28,  29,  54,  and  55,  wliere  winds 
were  weak  and  variable.  During  periods  of 
strong  northeasterly  winds  the  flow  at  10  m 
(and  less)  was  generally  before  the  wind, 
southwestward  out  of  the  Cape  Lisburne-lcy 
Cape  area,  opposite  to  the  general  flow  ex- 
peeted.  Whenever  the  northeasterly  winds  sub¬ 
sided,  the  near-surface  currents  apparently 
returned  to  a  pattern  of  flow  into  the  area, 
toward  the  northeast.  Evidence  for  this  was 
observed  in  the  current  measurements  made  of 
stations  54  and  55,  during  a  period  of  weak 
and  variable  winds,  and  station  64  nearby, 
during  a  period  of  strong  northeasterly  winds 
(fig.  75);  the  former  two  stations  showed 
northeastward  currents  and  the  latter  station 
showed  southwestward  current. 

In  the  nearshore  area  between  Point  Lay 
and  Icy  Cape  the  10-m  currents  were  weak  and 
widely  variable.  Because  of  the  influence  of 
tidal  currents,  vessel’s  motion,  and  variable 
winds,  little  significance  can  he  given  to  the 
current  measurements,  except  that  they  lacked 
the  orderly  alongshore  flow  expected. 

Near  bottom  currents  (vector  averages) 
varied  from  the  10-m  currents  both  in  direc¬ 
tion  (up  to  140°  either  to  the  right  or  left)  and 
speed  (up  to  0.38  kt).  Excluding  the  observa¬ 
tions  on  stations  GO  and  90  near  Cape  Lisburne 
and  station  26  near  Icy  Cape,  however,  the 
near  bottom  and  10-m  currents  fell  at  least  in 
the  same  quadrant  on  the  remaining  8  stations 
and  within  the  same  octant  on  6  of  the  8.  Near 
bottom  currents  entering  the  area  of  study 
were  found  only  on  stations  54  and  55,  indicat¬ 
ing  that  they  were  influenced  by  the  north¬ 
easterly  winds,  as  was  the  case  for  the  10-m 
currents. 

The  difference  in  direction  (figs.  60  and  74) 
between  currents  at  10  m  and  near  bottom  was 
pronounced  during  the  entire  period  of 
measurement  (30  hours)  on  station  8.  During 
the  first  5  hours  both  meters  were  deployed,  the 
directions  differed  by  about  90  .  During  the 
next  16  hours  the  directions  differed  hy  90- 
180°.  During  the  last  10  hours  the  directions 
differed  generally  by  less  than  45  and  at  times 
were  nearly  coincident.  The  significant  changes 
in  direction  which  occurred  in  both  records  did 
not  coincide  in  time,  occurring  at  the  6-hour 
mark  at  10  m  and  at  the  22-hour  mark  near 


bottom.  Only  2  of  17  expendable  bathythermo¬ 
graph  traces  obtained  at  about  2-hour  intervals 
showed  evidence  of  stratification. 

I nf< mice  from  Distributions  :if  Il'afcr 
Properties 

The  apparent  asynopticity  of  observations 
over  the  full  cruise  period  makes  it  fruitless  to 
attempt  extensive  inference  of  flow'  patterns 
from  the  distributions  of  water  properties.  The 
general  absence  of  the  parallelism  between 
property  isopleths  and  isobaths,  as  had  been 
found  by  previous  investigators  (Aagaard, 
1964,  and  Fleming  and  Heggarty,  1966), 
clearly  showed  that  a  regime  of  orderly  along¬ 
shore  flow  did  not  exist  during  WEBSEC-70. 

SUMMARY  OF  CONCLUSIONS 

1.  Pronounced  changes  in  wind  velocity  and 
air  temperature  during  the  23-day  sampling 
period  produced  measurable  changes  in  the 
distributions  of  water  properties,  rendering 
the  oceanographic  data  collected  decidedly 
asynoptie. 

2.  Distributions  of  temperature,  salinity, 
dissolved  oxygen,  and  nutrients  showed  the  in¬ 
fluences  of  Alaskan  coastal  runoff,  melting  of 
sea  ice,  freezing  of  sea  ice,  and  bottom  water 
from  the  central  Bering  Strait. 

3.  Distributions  of  dissolved  nutrients 
showed  horizontal  gradients  which  may  have 
been  the  result  of  photosynthetic  activity  in  the 
upper  10  m  of  moving  water.  However,  if  this 
was  the  cause  of  the  observed  gradients,  the 
residence  time  of  waiter  in  this  area  of  the 
Chukchi  Sea  must  have  been  longer  than  the 
10  days  estimated  by  Fleming  and  Ileggartv 
(1966). 

4.  Currents  at  10  m  and  near  bottom  were 
found  to  be  strongly  influenced  by  the  wind. 
Significant  northeastward  currents  (to  be  ex¬ 
ported  from  average  charts)  entering  the  area 
of  investigation  were  found  only  on  two  sta¬ 
tions.  during  a  period  of  weak  and  variable 
winds.  Currents  ranged  from  southwestward 
to  northwestward  during  periods  of  strong 
nort  heasterly  winds. 

5.  Currents  near  shore  (15  miles  off)  he- 
tween  Cape  Lisburne  and  Icy  Cape  were  gen¬ 
erally  weak  and  variable,  suggesting  the 
possibility  of  an  eddy  or  pocket  of  slack  water 
northeast  of  Cape  Lisburne. 
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Location  of  area  studied  during  WEBSEC— 70,  25  September- 17  October  1970. 


station*  and  MTtions,  M  EBSEC— 70.  25  September— 17  October  1970. 


■Bottom  depth  (fma)  off  Cape  Lisbume-Icy  Cape  (contoured  from  dnto  on  L'SC&GS  Chart  9402) 
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■location  of  the  edge  of  the  polar  ice  pack  during  WERSEC— 70,  based  on  observations  made  by  CCC  GLACIER 
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-Tempernlurc  (°C)  at  10  m  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September— 1 7  October  1970. 
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temperature  (°C)  during  WEBSEC— 70,  25  September— 17  October  1970. 


urface  salinity  (%o)  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October  1970. 
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oxygen  concenlra.ion  (ml/I)  at  the  sea  surface  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October  1970. 


■Dissolved  oxygen  concentration  (ml/1)  at  10  ni  during  EBSEC-<0,  25  September— 17  October 


concentration  (ml/1)  near  bottom  ourine  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October  1970 


Percent  saturation  of  dissolved  oxygen  at  10  m  during  VI EBSEC-70,  2d  September  17  October  1970- 
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■ — Concentration  of  dissolved  nitrate  (^g-at/1)  at  10  m  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  Septembcr-17  October  1970. 


.—Concentration  of  dissolved  nitrate  (gg-at/1)  near  bottom  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September- 


•Concentration  of  dissolved  nitrite  (/ig-at/1  )  at  the  sea  surface  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October  1970. 


Concentration  of  dissolved  nitrite  (,<g-ot/I)  near  bottom  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October 


-Concentration  of  dissolved  silicate  (pg-at/1)  at  10  m  during  WEBSEC-70,  25  September-17  October 


■Concentration  of  dissolved  silicate  (/ig-at/1)  near  bottom  during  WEBSEC— 70,  25  September— 17  October  1970. 
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Figure  33. — Observed  temperature  ( 'C)-salinity  (%o)  values  during  WEBSEC-70  September-Oetober  1970 
(indicated  by  o),  and  NORTHWIND,  October  1962  (indicated  by  •  for  Cape  Lisburne-Icy  Cape  and 
+  for  Bering  Strait  >20  m)  compared  with  water  mass  classifications  of  previous  investigators  (Saur, 

ct  al.,  1954  indicated  _  and  capital  letters,  and  Angnard,  1964  indicated  by  _  and  lower 

case  letters). 
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Figure  34. — Water  mass  classifications  for  the  eastern  liering  and  Chukchi  sens  (from  Snur,  et  al.,  1954) 
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■Temperature  (°C) — salinity  (%o)  regressions  from  WEBSEC-7U  observations  (25  Scplember-T7 
October,  1970).  Dots  indicate  surface  values.  Numbers  are  station  numbers. 
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le  of  salinity  (%o)  along  section  A-A'  (location  shown  in  Figure 
1970,  during  WEBSEC-70. 
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■Vertical  profile  of  salinity  (%o)  along  section  B-B'  (location  shown  in  Figure 
2),  8-11  October  1970,  during  WEBSEC-70. 


■Vertical  profile  of  dissolved  oxygen  (nil/l)  along  section  B— B'  (location 
shown  in  Figure  2),  8-11  October  1970,  during  WEBSEC-70. 


STATION  NUMBER 


Figure  42. — Vertical  profile  of  dissolved  inorganic  phosphate  (/ig-nt/1)  along  section  H-B‘ 
(location  shown  in  Figure  2),  8-11  Oct  her  1970,  during  WEBSrC-70. 


STATION  NUMBER 


Figure  43. — Vertical  profile  of  dissolved  inorgunir  nitrate  (/ig-at/1)  along  section 
(location  shown  in  Figure  2),  8—11  October  1970,  during  WEBSEC—70. 


STATION  8 


Figure  46. 


STATION  26 


Figure  47. — Histogram  of  current 
velocities  measured  at  10  m  during 
a  period  of  308  minutes  on  station 
26,  WEBSEC-70,  3  October  1970. 
Vectors  are  directed  away  from  the 
apex  of  the  array.  Record  was 
digitized  at  3.5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  28 


Figure  48. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during 
n  period  of  165  minutes  on  station  28,  WEBSEG-70,  4  October 
1970.  Vectors  nrc  directed  away  from  the  center  of  the  nrray.  Record 
was  digitized  at  3.5-miuiite  intervals. 


STATION  29 


gure  49. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  nt  10  m  during 
a  period  of  210  minutes  on  station  29,  WEBSEC—70,  4  October 
1970,  Vectors  ure  directed  away  from  the  center  of  the  array.  Record 
was  digitized  at  3.5-minutc  intervals. 


STATION  31 


Figure  50. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of 
311  minutes  on  station  31,  WEBSEC-70,  5  October  1970.  Vectors  are  directed  away 
from  the  center  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  49 


Figure  51. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of 
164  minutes  on  station  49,  WEBSEC-70,  9  October,  Vectors  nrc  directed  awny  from 
the  apex  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3. 5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  50 


Figure  52. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of  200 
minutes  on  station  50,  WEBSEC-70,  9  Oetoher  1970.  Vectors  arc  directed  away  from 
the  apex  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-minutc  intervals. 


STATION  54 


Figure  53. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  in  during  n  period  of  126 
minutes  on  station  54,  WEBSEC— 70,  10  October  1970.  Vectors  are  directed  away 
from  the  center  of  the  array.  Rcrord  was  digitized  at  5.5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  55 


Figure  54. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of  385 
minutes  on  station  55,  WEBSEC— 70,  10  October  1970.  Vectors  arc  directed  away 
from  the  center  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-niinutc  intervals. 


STATION  59 


Figure  55. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of  123 
minutes  on  station  59,  WEBSEC-70,  11  October  1970.  Vectors  are  directed  awny 
from  the  apex  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-mimitc  intervals. 


STATION  60 


Figure  56. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  m  during  a  period  of 
329  minutes  on  station  f>0,  XVEBSEC-70,  11  October  1970,  Vectors  arc  directed  awny 
from  the  apex  of  the  array,  llccord  was  digitized  nt  3.5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  64 


Figure  57. — Histogram  of  current  velocities  measured  at  10  in  during  n  period  of  148 
minutes  on  stntion  64,  WEBSEC— 70,  12  October  1970,  Vectors  arc  directed  nway 
from  the  apex  of  the  array.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-minutc  intervals. 
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STATION  26 


Figure  67. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  cur¬ 
rents  at  10  m  during  a  period  of  308  min¬ 
utes  on  station  26,  WEBSEC— 70,  3  October 
1970.  Record  war  digitized  at  3.5-miniite 
intervals. 
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Figure  62. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents  nt  10  ni  during 
n  period  of  165  minutes  on  stution  28,  WEBSEC— 70,  4  October 
1970.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-niinute  intervals. 


STATION  29 


Figure  63. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents 
a  period  of  210  minutes  on  station  29,  WEBSE1 
1970  Record  was  digitized  nt  3.5-mSuulc  intervals. 
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BEGINNING 


Figure  64. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents  at  10  m  during 
n  period  of  311  minutes  on  station  31,  WEBSEC-70,  5  Oetober 
1970.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-minutc  intervals. 
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Figure  65. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents  at  10  m 
during  a  period  of  164  minutes  on  station  49,  WEBSEC-70,  9 
October  1970.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5-minute  intervals. 
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Figure  72. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents 
at  10  ni  during  a  period  of  206  minutes  on  stntion 
73,  WEBSEC-70,  14  October  1970.  Record  was 
digitized  at  3.5-minute  intervals. 


STATION  90 


Figure  73. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for 
currents  at  10  m  during  a  period  of  144 
minutes  on  station  90,  WEBSEC— 70,  17 
October  1970.  Record  was  digitized  at  3.5- 
nii-ute  intervals. 
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Figure  74. — Progressive  vector  diagram  for  currents  near  bot¬ 
tom  during  n  period  of  33  hours  on  station  8,  WEBSEC-70, 
25  September  1970.  Vectors  represent  15-minute  averages. 


elocitios  at  10  m  and  near  bottom.  WEBSEC-70.  25  Septcmber-17  October  1970 


Appendix  A. — Oceanographic  Data 


Cruises  listed: 


Pape 


Table  I.  CGC  GLACIER  Sept.-Oct.  1970  _  ... 
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Codes  utilized: 


A  complete  description  of  the  codes  utilized  in  the  tabulation  of  oceanographic  station  data  can  be  found  in 
National  Oceanographic  Data  Center  publication  M-2,  Processing  Physical  and  Chemical  Data  from  Oceano¬ 
graphic  Stations.  (Rev.  August  1964,  supplement  issued  May  1966.) 

To  facilitate  use  of  the  oceanographic  station  data  listing,  entry  headings  which  are  not  self-explantory  are 
described  below. 


Depth  to  bottom _ Corrected  or  uncorrocced  sounding  in  meters. 

Max.  depth  of  samples _ Depth  of  deepest  sample  to  nearest  multiple  of  100  meters. 

Wave  observations: 

Dir.  - Rounded  to  nearest  multiple  of  10  degress. 

Hgt. - In  increments  of  m.  Sum  of  5  meters  plus  increments  of  Vz  m.  if  50  is  added  to 

direction. 


Per. _ 

Sea _ 

Weather  code 

Cloud  code: 
Type  ... 

Amount 

Water: 


.If  numerals  2  through  9  are  entered,  period  in  seconds  is  twice  the  numeric  entry 
or  2X  (numeric  entry)  +1.  For  other  entries  see  WMO  code  3155. 

.Sea  state  according  to  WMO  code  3700. 

.If  preceded  by  X,  weather  according  to  WMO  code  4501.  If  a  two-digit  entry, 
weather  according  to  WMO  code  4677. 


Cloud  type  according  to  WMO  code  0500. 

Cloud  amount  in  eighths.  Entry  of  the  numeral  9  indicates  cloud  amount  could  not 
be  estimated. 


Color  code  _ _ Color  according  to  Forel-Ule  scale. 

Trans. - Transparency  in  whole  meters  as  determined  by  Secchi  disc. 


Wind: 

Dir.  - Rounded  to  nearest  multiple  of  10  degrees. 

Speed  or  force - If  preceded  by  letter  S,  wind  speed  in  knots;  if  preceded  by  letter  F,  wino  force 

according  to  Beaufort  scale. 

Barometer  - -  Barometric  pressure  given  in  10,  units  and  tenths  of  millibars. 

Air  temp.  °C. _ Air  temperature  to  tenths  of  a  degree  Celsius. 

Vis.  code -  - Visibility  according  to  WMO  code  4300. 

No.  obs.  depths _ Number  of  observed  levels  associated  with  the  station. 

Messenger  time  -  Entered  in  hours  and  tenths  of  an  hour  GMT.  For  Nansen  casts,  indicates  time  of 

release  of  messenger  applicable  to  the  observational  level. 

Card  type  _ OBS  designates  observed  levels.  STD  indicates  the  values  at  this  standard  level  were 

interpolated  by  a  modified  3-point  LaGrange  formula. 

Depth  (m.)  _  .  Depth  to  nearest  meter.  A  postscript  T  indicates  depth  was  obtained  thermo- 

metrically;  Z  indicates  rncorrccted  “wire  out”  depth.  Postscript  Q  indicates 
value  was  marked  doubtful  by  originator;  P  indicates  value  was  considered 
doubtful  by  NODC.  Postscripts  P  and  Q  retain  this  meaning  throughout  the 
following  entries. 
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Table  1. — Observed  and  interpolated  oceanographic  data  from  stations  taken  by  USCGC  GLACIER,  25  September- 
17  October  1970,  prepared  from  NODC  listing  No.  31-1706. 
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Preliminary  Results  of  Geologic  Studies  in  the  Eastern  Central  Chukchi  Sea1 
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INTRODUCTION 

During  late  September  and  October  1970,  the 
U.S.  Geological  Survey  participated  in  the 
Western  Beaufort  Sea  Ecological  Cruise 
aboard  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  icebreaker 
GLACIER,  in  the  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea. 
Seventy  stations  were  occupied  for  geological 
sampling  purposes  (fig.  1).  These  studies  were 
undertaken  primarily  to  pruvide  background 
data  for  interpreting  ecological  relationships, 
to  locate  and  define  these  relationships,  and  to 
outline  the  processes  of  sediment  transport  and 
deposition.  This  report  will  deal  with  the  first 
and  third  aspects  of  the  overall  program. 

Considerable  knowledge  of  the  geology  of 
the  Chukchi  Sea  existed  prior  to  the  1970  cruise 
of  the  GLACIER.  Moore  (1964)  and  Grantz 
and  his  co-workers  (1970)  studied  the  bottom 
geology  and  found  only  a  thin  sedimentary 
cover  overlying  rocks  that  extend  west  from 
the  Prudhoe  Bay  and  Naval  Petroleum  Reserve 
geologic  provinces.  The  surficial  sediment1’, 
morphology,  and  currents  have  been  the  subject 
of  studies  by  the  Navy  and  the  University  of 
Washington  during  their  extensive  investiga¬ 
tions  of  the  Bering  and  Chukchi  Seas  (Dietz 
and  others,  1964  ;  Fleming  and  Heggarty,  1966; 
Creager  and  McManus,  1967 ;  McManus  and 
others,  1969).  Studies  have  indicated  a  shelf  of 
low  relief  with  a  broai  north-south  trending 
trough  50  meters  deep  between  the  mainland 
and  Herald  Shoal.  Relict  and  residual  sediments 
dominate  the  area  owing  to  minimal  local  sedi¬ 
ment  contribution  and  to  sporadic  northward 
currents  that  introduce  material  from  outside 
the  region  (McManus  and  others,  1969), 

Sampling  on  this  cruise  focused  on  sediment- 
transport  processes  with  near-bottom  current 

1  Publication  authorized  by  the  Director,  U.S.  Geolog¬ 
ical  Survey. 

*  U.S.  Geological  Survey,  Menlo  Park,  California 
94025. 


measurements  and  water-column  turbidity  de¬ 
terminations,  supplemented  by  suspended  sedi¬ 
ment  measurements  made  at  the  same  time  by 
the  University  of  Alaska  (see  Naidu  and 
Sharma,  this  Oceanographic  Report). 

METHODS 

Current  measurements  were  made  with  a 
film  recording  Savonius-type  meter,  accurate  to 
0.05  knots  but  readable  to  0.01  knots.  The  sen¬ 
sor  was  deployed  1.5-2  meters  above  the  bottom 
while  at  anchor.  A  3-meter  chain  pendant  be¬ 
low  the  meter  served  to  dampen  oscillations. 
The  meter  recorded  for  periods  of  up  to  35 
hours  at  12  locations  (fig  1  and  table  I,  ap¬ 
pendix  A).  Due  to  the  movement  of  the  ship  at 
anenor  and  the  resultant  introduction  of  arti¬ 
ficial  currents,  data  were  analyzed  by  vector 
summation.  Sequential  current  speeds  and  di- 
-petions  were  vectorially  added,  and  the  vectors 
generated  by  this  summation  were  used  in  re¬ 
porting  the  currents  for  the  interval  summed. 

Bottom  samples  were  obtained  with  a  10- 
gallon  Van  Veen  grab  except  when  ship  motion 
or  bottom  conditions  necessitated  the  use  of  a 
Shipelc  grab.  Additional  samples  were  obtained 
with  a  modified  Reineck  box  corer  with  box 
dimensions  of  20  X  20  X  60  cm,  and  a  Hydro 
plastic  corer  rigged  either  as  a  gravity  or  a 
piston  corer.  All  sediment  samples  were  stored 
at  3-5°  C  prior  to  analysis  (see  Bouma,  1969, 
p.  313,  317,  332,  for  discussion  of  these 
sampling  devices). 

Textural  analysis  involved  standard  tech¬ 
niques.  Sieves  were  used  for  gravels  and  sands 
and  hydrometer  for  silt-  and  clay-sized  ma¬ 
terials.  Box  cores  were  extruded  laterally  from 
one  side  of  the  box  and  sliced  vertically  into 
1-2  cm  slabs,  then  placed  on  a  Plexiglas  sheet 
and  radiographed  using  techniques  outlined  by 
Bouma  (19b„). 


Water-clarity  data  were  gathered  with  a 
26-cm  Secchi  disk  and  a  prototype  transmissom- 
eter-depth  sensor  coupled  to  an  x-y  recorder. 
Calibration  of  the  transmissometer  was  often 
problematical,  particularly  during  the  later 
part  of  the  cruise  when  temperatures  were 
colder.  Bottom  photographs  were  taken  at 
selected  stations  in  black  and  white  and  _cior. 
These  photographs  were  used  to  supplement 
water  clarity  and  sediment  data. 

Splits  of  four  samples  were  frozen  im¬ 
mediately  after  collection  and  sent  to  the  U.S. 
Geological  Survey’s  Organic  Geochemistry 
Laboratory  in  Denver,  for  analysis  of  hydro¬ 
carbon  content.  The  analyses  for  mercury, 
arsenic,  copper,  lead,  and  zinc  were  made  on 
air-dried  splits,  using  techniques  outlined  by 
Ward  and  others  (1963),  Vaughn  and  Mc¬ 
Carthy  (1964),  and  Ward  and  others  (1969). 
The  detection  limit  of  these  techniques  is  0.010 
parts  per  million  (ppm)  for  mercury,  10  ppm 
for  arsenic,  and  5  ppm  for  copper,  lead,  and 
zinc. 

RESULTS  AND  DATA 

Currents 

Near-bottom  currents  during  September  and 
October  1970  were  dominated  by  northeast- 
southwest  components  of  low  to  moderate 
velocities  (fig.  2  and  table  I,  appendix  A). 
Bottom-current  measurements  in  the  northern 
and  eastern  sections  of  the  study  area,  all  in 
water  depths  less  than  30  meters,  showed  a 
considerable  range  in  velocity  and  direction. 
The  data  were  not  synoptic,  because  the  ob¬ 
servations  were  spread  over  a  23-day  period. 
Consequently,  some  of  the  variability  may  be 
due  to  temporal  and  transient  changes  in  the 
current  regime. 

Although  many  of  the  bottom  photos  were 
clouded  by  particulate  matter,  almost  all  re¬ 
vealed  the  absence  of  current-related  features 
(fig.  3a).  The  exception  was  station  87,  north¬ 
east  of  Cape  Lisbume,  where  a  current  parallel 
to  shore  was  indicated  by  northwest-trending 
ripple  marks  (fig.  3b). 

On  the  northwest-southeast  transect  from 
stations  49  through  60  a  central  region  of 
strong  northward  flow  was  bordered  inshore 
and  offshore  by  regions  with  southward  cur¬ 
rents.  Velocities  on  this  section,  from  0.05  to 
0.35  knots,  were  strongest  to  the  north. 


An  inshore  southward  flow  and  an  offshore 
northward  flow  were  also  found  by  Fleming 
and  Heggarty  (1966)  at  20  meters  in  this  same 
general  area  in  August  1960,  The  velocities 
they  recorded  (0.1-0.7  knots)  were  generally 
higher  than  those  reported  here.  These  dis¬ 
crepancies  may  be  partly  due  to  differences  in 
current  meters  and  in  depth  of  measurements. 
They  used  an  Ekman-type  meter  which  was 
placed  farther  above  the  bottom  than  our 
meter. 

Currents,  both  at  10  meters  and  near  the 
bottom  trended  with  the  wind  vectors  (Ingham 
and  Rutland,  this  Oceanographic  Report,  figs. 
32  and  75)  at  most  stations;  this  relationship 
appeared  strongest  for  the  10-meter  measure¬ 
ments,  and  was  most  evident  for  stations  54 
through  60  (figs.  1  and  2).  At  stations  54  and 
55,  weak  winds  were  accompanied  by  moderate 
to  strong  northward  10-meter  and  bottom  cur¬ 
rents  (0.15-0.35  knots).  Strong  northeasterly 
winds  deflected  the  10-meter  current  to  the 
west  at  stations  59  and  60.  Near-bottom  cur¬ 
rents  were  deflected  to  a  lesser  degree  at  sta¬ 
tion  59  and  little  or  not  at  all  at  station  60. 

Turbidity 

Water-clarity  data  at  10  me'  ars  were  virtually 
the  same  as  surface  values  at  individual  sta¬ 
tions  and  are  more  reliable  instrument  read¬ 
ings.  Therefore,  the  10-meter  values  were  used 
for  plotting  purposes  and  will  be  considered 
representative  of  the  turbidity  distribution  in 
the  upper  10  meters  of  the  water  column.  The 
data  are  assumed  to  be  synoptic,  although  some 
observed  differences  probably  reflect  temporal 
variations  during  the  25-day  period  of  observa¬ 
tion. 

Light-transmission  values  at  10  meters  in¬ 
dicate  a  northwestward  increase  in  water 
clarity  (fig.  4).  The  clearer  waters  were  as¬ 
sociated  with  higher  salinity  values  and  the 
edge  of  the  pack  ice  (see  Ingham  and  Rutland, 
this  Oceanographic  Report,  figs.  6  and  11). 
Water  was  more  turbid  and  less  saline  to  the 
south  and  in  the  shallower  parts  of  the  bight 
between  Cape  Lisburne  and  Icy  Cape. 

Bottom  photos  in  the  region  of  higher  sur¬ 
face  turbidity  are  somewhat  fogged  by  par¬ 
ticulate  matter  (fig.  3),  although  large  objects 
such  as  ripples  and  starfish  are  discernible. 
Turbidity  generally  showed  a  pronounced  in- 
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crease  near  the  bottom  of  the  water  column. 
The  thickness  of  this  furbid  layer  was  mapped 
(fig.  5).  It  was  thickest  over  the  deepest  part 
of  the  depression  between  Herald  Shoal  and 
the  mainland.  Although  turbid  water  was  ires- 
ent  over  much  of  the  inshore  area  shallower 
than  30  meters,  the  distinct  layering  found  in 
deeper  water  was  absent. 

Sediments 

Sediments  ringed  from  muddy  gravels  to 
wel’-sorted  sands  (fig.  6).  Particle-size  de¬ 
terminations  showed  the  following  six  types  of 
deposits  in  a  distribution  similar  to  that  re¬ 
ported  by  McManus  and  others  (19691  : 

1.  Moderately  to  well-sorted  sand,  distri¬ 
buted  to  90  km  from  Point  Lay  and 
farther  offshore  at  the  northern  end  of 
the  trough  between  Herald  Shoal  and  the 
mainland. 

2.  Silt  and  clay  (mud)  along  the  eastern 
side  of  the  offshore  depression. 

3.  Muddy  gravel  on  the  east  flank  of  Herald 
Shoal. 

4.  Sandy  gravel  north  and  east  of  Cape 
Lisburne.  The  gravel  fraction  consisted 
largely  of  clasts  with  very  angular  and 
fragile  shapes  and  pebbles  of  uniform 
lithology,  all  of  which  indicate  minimal 
waterborne  transport  and  mixing. 

5.  Admixtures  of  items  1  through  4. 

6.  Sand  and  gravel  on  the  modern  beach 
almost  devoid  of  fine  material.  Well- 
rounded  pebbles  were  randomly  distri¬ 
buted  in  all  sediment  types. 

The  occurrence  of  offshore  gravel  cannot  be 
accounted  for  by  modern  processes.  The  fragile 
shapes  and  angularity  of  individual  clasts,  and 
the  uniform  lithologies  of  the  gravel  samples, 
indicate  only  minimal  transport  from  the 
source  areas  and  may  indicate  proximity  to 
sea-floor  outcrops  (McManus  and  others, 
1969). 

Studies  of  subsurface  sedimentary  features 
and  the  use  of  radiographic  techniques  showed 
intensive  bioturbation  (fig.  7).  Numerous 
worm  tubes,  burrows,  and  even  individual 
worms  were  found  during  sectioning  and  ex¬ 
amination  (fig.  8).  Other  sediment-disrupting 
organisms  encountered  included  echinoids, 
mollusks,  gastropods,  and  walrus.  The  radio¬ 


graphs  also  show  that  rounded  pebbles  were 
randomly  distributed. 

Coastal  Observations 

Some  coastal  observations  which  relate  to 
the  problem  of  sediment  supply  and  transport 
along  the  shore  were  made  on  the  barrier  island 
near  Point  Lay.  During  October,  the  seaward 
beaches  of  the  barrier  island  at  Point  Lay  con¬ 
sisted  of  a  series  of  small  (0.1  to  1  meter) 
asymmetrical  ice-gravel  ridges.  These  appear 
to  have  formed  since  the  onset  of  winter  by 
freezing  at  higher  stands  of  the  sea  (fig.  9). 
For  a  distance  of  1  km  from  the  northern  tip 
of  the  barrier  island,  a  series  of  larger  (1-3 
meters)  more  symmetrical  ridges  occurred  at 
higher  elevation  (figs.  9  and  10).  These  ap¬ 
parency  mark  former  locations  of  the  lagooral 
opening  and  suggest  a  northward  migration  of 
sediments  along  the  barrier  island.  Five 
samples  from  this  island  consist  of  a  mixture 
of  sand  and  gravel  (fig.  6). 

Scdimen'.  Transport  Regime 

Current  directions,  orientation  of  ripples 
northeast  of  Cape  Lisburne,  and  the  apparent 
displacement  of  a  turbid  layer  eastward  toward 
Point  Lay  suggest  a  clockwise  eddy  in  the  near¬ 
bottom  water:  circulation  similar  to  that  de¬ 
scribed  by  Fleming  and  Heggarty  (1966). 
There  is,  however,  apparently  little  deposition 
from  the  eddy,  as  the  sandy  bottom  landward 
of  the  40-meter  contour  does  not  show  any 
increase  in  silt  and  clay  content  under  the  dis¬ 
placed  turbid  layer. 

The  turbid  layer  is  thickest  in  the  north¬ 
western  part  of  the  study  area,  where  water 
from  the  Bering  Strait  was  found  at  depth 
(Ingham  and  Rutland,  this  Oceanographic  Re¬ 
port).  In  studies  of  particle  transport  through 
the  Bering  Strait,  125  miles  to  the  south, 
McManus  and  Smyth  (1970)  found  high 
turbidity  and  relatively  high  concentrations  of 
particulate  matter  throughout  the  water  col¬ 
umn.  These  data  suggest  that  much  of  the 
suspended  matter  in  the  area  could  be  derived 
from  south  of  the  Bering  Strait. 

When  near-bottom  current  directions  are 
superimposed  on  a  profile  of  turbidity  along  a 
line  between  Cape  Lisburne  and  Herald  Shoal 
(fig.  11),  northward  vectors  correlate  with  the 
most  pronounced  zone  of  turbid  water  along 
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the  eastern  side  of  the  depression.  In  the  west¬ 
ern  part  of  this  transect,  a  southerly  flow  of 
less  turbid  water  is  indicated.  The  current  and 
turbidity  data  suggest  a  net  northward  trans¬ 
port  of  fine-grained  sediment  from  the  Bering 
Sea  toward  the  Arctic  Ocean,  with  minimal 
deposition  in  the  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea. 

The  sediment  distribution  pattern  partly  re¬ 
flects  the  observed  currents  and  water  tur¬ 
bidity.  Mud  present  along  the  eastern  flank  of 
the  depression  corresponds  to  the  zone  where 
the  bottom  turbid  layer  is  thickest  (figs.  5  and 
11).  To  the  west  and  east,  possible  relict  or 
residual  sand  and  gravel  are  present.  Ice  raft¬ 
ing  appears  to  be  only  a  minor  source  of  sedi¬ 
ment,  and  probably  accounts  for  most  of  the 
rounded  pebbles  interspersed  in  the  muds  and 
sands  offshore. 

Geochemistry 

Geochemical  analyses  of  seven  sediment 
samples  from  four  locations  in  the  Chukchi  Sea 
(table  III,  appendix  A)  indicate  a  reducing 
sedimentary  environment,  except  for  the  up¬ 
permost  1  or  2  cm.  This  conclusion  is  based  on 
sediment  color  and  the  distribution  of  sulfur 
and  organic  components.  The  alkaline-soluble 
organic  fraction  was  dominantly  of  the  humic 
type  and  averaged  about  0.5  percent  of  the  total 
sediment,  whereas  the  total  organic  content 
averaged  1.7  percent  of  the  dry-sediment 
weight.  The  humic  fraction,  derived  primarily 
from  land  plant  detritus,  indicates  a  terrestrial 
relict  origin  for  the  sediment,  or  a  situation  in 
which  the  contribution  of  terrestrial  detritus 
masks  the  production  of  marine  organic 
matter. 

The  bitumen  (petroleum-like  substances) 
content  was  relatively  low,  averaging  only 
0.005  percent.  Analyses  revealed  a  constancy 
of  elemental  abundances,  with  no  abnormally 
high  values  for  either  the  total  sediment  or  the 
alkaline-soluble  humic  fraction  (table  III,  ap¬ 
pendix  A).  Although  coal  was  present  in  the 
coarse  fraction  of  several  samples,  it  ap¬ 
parently  was  not  a  major  organic  constituent. 

Mercury  values  averaged  less  than  0.02 
ppm  and  ranged  from  below  the  limit  of  de¬ 
tection  (0.01  ppm)  to  a  maximum  of  0.04 
ppm  (table  II,  appendix  A).  These  are  ex¬ 
ceptionally  low  compared  with  concentrations 
in  oceanic  sediments  elsewhere.  In  some  areas, 


for  example,  average  values  range  from  0.05 
to  1.20  ppm  (Fleischer,  1970).  However,  they 
are  not  unexpected,  as  there  are  no  source  areas 
of  mercury  nearby,  and  the  organic  content  of 
the  sediments  is  also  relatively  low. 

Copper,  lead,  and  zinc  values  also  were  low 
(table  1  and  table  II,  appendix  A),  compared 
with  marine  sediments  elsewhere  (Turekian 
and  Wedepohl,  1961).  Arsenic  values,  however, 
averaged  24  ppm  (table  1  and  table  II,  ap¬ 
pendix  A) — high  compared  with  normal  values 
of  1-20  ppm  (Wedepohl,  1969). 

Table  1. — Selected  elemental  concentrations  in  sediment 
samples  collected  on  G5  stations.  (Analysis  by  Kam 
Leong,  U.S.  Geological  Survey.) 


Element  Average  concentration,  Range  of 

dry-sediment  concentation 

(ppm)  values 

(ppm) 

Aisensie  24  <10-30 

Copper  _ 13  5-30 

Lead  14  7-25 

Zinc  _  __  .59  25-160 

Mercury  _  0.02  <0.01-0.04 


CONCLUSIONS 

1.  The  movement  of  fine-grained  particulate 
matter  involves  transport  toward  the  north 
along  the  eastern  side  of  the  trough  bisecting 
the  study  area.  Materials  are  transported  from 
south  of  Cape  Lisburno  and  from  the  coastal 
bight  northeast  of  Cape  Lisburne.  Over  shal¬ 
lower  parts  of  the  coastal  zone  an  anticyclonic 
eddy  and  storms  circulate  and  mix  nearshore 
waters. 

2.  Beach  processes  were  dominated  by  the 
formation  of  numerous  ice-gravel  ridges.  These 
terrace-like  ridges  seem  best  explained  by  re¬ 
peated  changes  of  sea  level  due  to  storm  surge 
and  by  concurrent  freezing  of  shore-fast  ice. 

3.  Gravel,  gravel-mud,  and  gravel-sand 
found  in  much  of  this  region  reflect  the  fact 
that  little  or  no  sedimentation  is  going  on. 
Along  the  eastern  parts  of  the  centra!  trough, 
the  presence  of  silty  muds  suggests  sedimenta¬ 
tion  from  the  northward-flowing  turbid  layer. 
The  lack  of  gravel  in  this  area  indicates  that 
ice  rafting  is  apparently  not  an  important 
mode  of  sediment  deposition. 

4.  Internal  sediment  structures  caused  by 
extensive  bioturbation  reveal  that  the  sedi¬ 
ments  are  heavily  utilized  by  benthic  fauna. 
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5.  Geochemical  studies  showed  no  evidence 
of  mercury  or  petroleum  pollution  and  sug¬ 
gested  no  anomalous  values  of  other  elements. 
The  organic  fraction  was  dominated  by  land- 
derived  plant  debris. 
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-Northwest-southeast  profile  showing  transmittance  (figures  in  percent),  bottom-sediment  type  'Gr=Gravel,  mud=silt  and  clay),  and  near- 
bottom  current  directions  (NW= north  westward,  etc.,  see  Figure  4  for  location). 


Appendix  A — Data 


Table 


I.  Vector  sums  of  currents,  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea,  fall  1970 

II.  Summary  of  station  data . . 

III.  Analyses  of  bottom  sediment  samples,  Chukchi  Sea . 


7 able  I, — \  ector  Sums 


of  Currents,  Enstcrn  Centra!  Chukchi  Sea,  Fall  1970 


Current 
meter 
depth 
(  meters) 


Interval 


Speed 

knots 

(see  note  •) 


Station 

Date 
( GMT) 
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9/2G 
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9/27 

26 
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10/5 

31  _ 

10/5 

49 

10/9 

50 
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54 

10/10 
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60 

10/11 

73 

10/15 

90  _ 
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17 

18 
19 
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33 
30 
25 
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24  hr-  0  min  0.08 

10  hr-  0  min  0.05 

7  hr-54  min  0.12 

2  hr-2G  min  0.19 

G  hr-2G  min  0.08 

1  hr-54  min  0.23 

2  hr-1 2  min  0.10 

1  hr-48  min  0.33 
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Time  meter 
started 
(GMT) 
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0430 
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0230 

1800 

0100 

1715 

2315 

0215 


Note: 


DtrecUon 

true 

(see  note  k) 
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315 
128 
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179 
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speeds  to  be  reported  to  the  nearest  0  01  knot  although  tb 
accuracy  Is  not  Increased.  noupn 
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Table  11. —  (Continued) 
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Table  III. — Analyses  of  Bottom-Sediment  Samples,  Chukchi  Sea 
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Pelagic  Bird  and  Mammal  Observations  in  the 
Eastern  Chukchi  Sea,  Early  Fall  1970 


George  E  Watson  1  mid  George  .1  Divoky 


INTRODUCTION 

The  Smithsonian  Institution  whs  invited  to 
make  murine  bird  nnd  mammal  observations 
during  u  U.S.  Const  Guard  ecological  cruise  o(T 
the  north  slope  of  Alaska  in  early  fall,  1970 
The  purpose  of  the  cruise  was  to  gather  base¬ 
line  data  on  the  marine  ecosystem  in  order  to 
evaluate  the  effects  of  pollution  which  may 
occur  as  a  consequence  of  development  of  the 
Alaskan  north  slope.  The  icebreaker  GLA¬ 
CIER  was  deployed  to  the  Beaufort  Sea  from 
22  September  to  18  October  for  the  cruise.  Ice 
conditions  in  the  western  Beaufort  Sea  proved 
so  heavy  in  late  September,  however,  that  it 
was  decided  to  investigate  an  alternate  area  in 
the  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  from  lev  Cape  to  Cape 
Lisburne.  This  region  may  likewise  be  de¬ 
veloped  for  its  mineral  and  petroleum  re¬ 
sources.  The  change  in  area  of  study  proved  a 
happy  one  ornithologieally  since  little  was  pre¬ 
viously  known  of  pelagic  bird  distribution  in 
the  Chukchi  nnd  our  fall,  at-sea  observations 
are  the  latest  in  the  season  for  the  area.  This 
preliminary  report  on  the  pelagic  birds  and 
mammals  is  intended  to  present  distributional 
and  feeding  data  nnd  to  relate  them  to  the 
presence  of  ice  and  the  timing  of  migration. 
The  preponderance  of  info.mntion  collected 
dealt  with  birds  reflecting  both  the  authors’ 
field  of  specialization  and  the  relative  abun¬ 
dance  of  observations. 

PREVIOUS  STUDIES  ON  MARINE  BIRDS 
AND  MAMMALS 

The  lack  of  shipping  routes  through  the 
Chukchi  Sea  has  limited  knowledge  of  the  dis¬ 
tribution  and  abundance  of  pelagic  birds  for 

'  Chnlrmnn  nnd  1  Itcnenrch  Collnborntor,  Department 
of  Vcrtobrnto  Zoology,  Nntlonnl  Museum  of  Nnturnl 
History,  Smithsonlnn  Institution,  Washington,  DC. 
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this  area.  There  aic  only  three  published  ac¬ 
counts  of  extensive  at-sea  observations.  E.  W 
Nelson  (1883)  entered  the  Chukchi  aboard  the 
U.S.  Revenue  Cutter  "Corwin”  in  Into  June  1881 
and  except  for  a  short  time  in  the  Bering  Sea. 
stayed  until  11  September  of  the  same  year. 
Ilis  precise  cruise  course  is  not  clear  hut  he 
visited  the  Siberian  coast  as  far  west  as  North 
Cape  including  Herald  and  \V rangol  Islands 
and  the  Alaskan  coast  as  far  east  as  Barrow. 
E.  L  Jacques  (1930)  was  in  the  Chukchi 
aboard  the  schooner  "Morrissey"  from  30  July 
to  23  August  1928  as  part  of  the  Stnll- 
McCracken  Expedition.  Most  of  t lie  cruise 
track  was  .south  and  east  of  Herald  Island.  His 
most  easterly  position  was  approximately 
161  W  and  the  most  northerly,  73’  N.  Swartz 
(1967)  published  at-sea  observations  obtained 
by  E.  J.  Willoughby  aboard  the  research  vessel 
"Brown  Bear,"  from  6  August  to  28  August 
1960  Most  of  the  cruise  was  south  of  Point 
Hope  and  in  the  Kotzebue  Sound  area;  only 
seven  legs  were  north  of  Cape  Lisburne  with 
70  N  being  the  most  northerly  position. 
Swartz's  detailed  account  is  the  only  one  of 
the  three  that  attempts  to  deal  with  observa¬ 
tions  on  a  quantitative  basis.  In  addition  to 
these  accounts  Stresemann  ( 1 9-1 9 )  discussed 
the  birds  observed  and  collected  on  Captain 
Cork’s  last  voyage.  The  "Resolution"  and  "Dis¬ 
covery”  were  in  the  Chukchi  from  11  August 
to  3  September  1778  and  from  3  July  to  31  July 
1779.  Cook  sailed  up  both  the  Siberian  and 
Alaskan  coasts  until  he  encountered  ice.  An 
expedition  from  Harvard  University,  aboard 
the  power  schooner  “Polar  Bear,”  sailed 
through  the  Chukchi  Sen  from  Cape  Scrdze, 
Siberia  to  Cape  Lisburne.  and  thence  north  to 
Point  Barrow  in  July.  1913  Brocks  (1913) 
and  Dixon  (  1913)  reported  extensively  on  land 
observations  in  Siberia  and  on  the  north  slope 
of  Alaska  before  and  after  their  Chukchi  cross- 


ing,  but  they  recorded  few  at-sea  observations. 
Alverson,  Wilimovsky,  and  Wilke  (I960)  made 
casual  observations  in  August  1959  from  Cape 
Lisburne  to  Kotzebue  while  engaged  in  fisheries 
research  (Alverson  and  Wilimovsky  19GG). 

Much  of  the  information  on  seabirds  in  the 
Chukchi  Sea  has  been  obtained  by  land-based 
observers  and  has  been  summarized  by  Bailey 
(19-18)  and  Gabrielson  and  Lincoln  (1959). 
Barrow  has  been  the  center  of  ornithological 
work  in  arctic  Alaska.  Ilarting  (1871)  col¬ 
lected  in  the  area  of  Barrow  and  in  Kotzebue 
Sound  from  1852  to  185-1.  Murdoch  (1885) 
collected  at  Barrow  from  1881  to  1882  as  part 
of  the  International  Polar  Expedition.  Mc- 
Ilhcnny  (Stone.  1900)  spent  1897  and  1898 
doing  extensive  collecting  at  Barrow.  In  1921 
and  1922,  A  M.  Bailey  and  R.  W.  Ilendee 
(Bailey,  19-18)  collected  along  the  entire  arctic 
coast  of  Alaska  with  the  most  intensive  work 
being  done  in  the  area  of  Wainwright.  From 
1922  to  19-15  Charles  Brower  (Bailey.  19-18) 
collected  at  Barrow  arid  greatly  increased  the 
number  of  species  known  for  that  area.  Pitelka 
and  his  students  have  amassed  a  number  of 
unpublished  “opportunistic"  records  of  sea¬ 
birds  for  the  Barrow  area  during  studies  of 
shorebird  ecology.  Their  only  publications  on 
seabird  species,  however,  are  Pitelka,  Tomich, 
and  Treichel  (1955a,  1955b),  and  Maher 
(1970).  Ornithological  records  from  the  Bar- 
row- Wainwright  area  southwest  to  Point  Hope 
are  few  and  scattered.  Tarelton  Bean  (1382) 
collected  along  the  Siberian  and  Alaskan  shores 
of  the  Chukchi  Sea  in  1880  while  F.  S.  Hersev 
( 1 9 1 G )  visited  both  coasts  in  1914.  Benjamin 
Sharp  visited  points  along  the  Alaskan  coast  in 
the  summer  of  1895,  as  did  Seale  (1898)  in 
189G.  The  Cape  Thompson  and  Kotzebue  Sound 
areas  have  been  more  intensively  studied.  Grin- 
nell  (1900)  spent  a  year  in  Kotzebue  Sound  in 
1897  and  1898  collecting  birds.  During  the 
Project  Chariot  Program  (Wilimovsky  and 
Wolfe  19GG)  the  birds  of  the  Cape  Thompson 
region  were  studied  from  1959  to  19G1  (Wil¬ 
liamson,  Thompson  and  Hines.  19GG  and 
Swartz,  19GG). 

Studies  of  marine  mammals  in  the  Chukchi 
Sea  area  are  likewise  few.  The  whales,  seals, 
walrus,  and  bears  that  are  utilized  for  skins, 
oil,  and  food  by  the  Eskimos  move  north  with 
the  edge  of  the  pack  ice  in  summer  and  are 


mainly  hunted  during  migration  in  the  fall  and 
spring  or  from  the  ice  in  winter.  Investigations, 
such  as  that  of  Johnson,  Fiscus,  Ostenson,  and 
Barbour  ( 19GG)  in  the  Chukchi  Sea,  during 
Project  Chariot  have  depended  largely  cn  kills 
by  native  hunters  and  less  on  at-sea  or  aerial 
surveys.  The  major  sou-ces  of  general  informa¬ 
tion  on  northern  Alaskan  marine  mammals  are 
Scammon  (187-1),  Nelson  and  True  (1887), 
Bailey  and  Ilendee  (192G),  Rainer  (1945), 
Brooks  (  1954),  and  Bee  and  Hall  (195G). 

CRFISE  TRACK  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL 
CONDITIONS 

The  cruise  truck  in  the  area  of  concentrated 
study  between  Icy  Cape  and  Cape  Lisburne 
was  determined  partly  by  ice  conditions  that 
the  ship  encountered.  In  general,  the  northern 
and  western  portions  of  the  area  were  surveyed 
early  in  the  cruise  while  the  pack  ice  wins  less 
extensive;  the  inshore,  southern  portion  was 
last  to  be  sampled.  The  entire  cruise  track  and 
all  station  coordinates  can  be  found  in  the  pre¬ 
face  to  this  Oceanographic  Report,  while  fig¬ 
ures  1  and  2  present  only  stations  and  transects 
where  bird  watches  were  kept.  Dates,  hours,  and 
positions  for  transects  and  stations  are  given 
in  table  I.  No  observations  were  made  at  night 
when  the  ship  was  sailing  between  stations. 
Station  numbers,  shown  in  squares  on  figure  1. 
are  the  same  as  those  used  for  oceanographic, 
geological,  and  marine  biologicnl  sampling  in 
other  phases  of  the  study.  Transects,  with 
ship’s  direction  indicated  by  an  arrow,  are 
designated  by  number  on  the  midpoint.  In  this 
paper  "the  study  area”  denotes  the  zone  of 
intensive  investigation  between  Icy  Cape  and 
Cape  Lisburne  (stations  8-91  and  transects 
9-41),  in  which  we  operated,  25  September  to 
17  October.  Observations  were  also  made  while 
the  ship  was  anchored  and  in  transit  near 
Point  Barrow  22-23  September  (stations  1, 
1'  and  transects  1-3),  in  transit  south  to  Icy 
Cape  23-24  September  (stations  5-7  and  tran¬ 
sects  4-8),  and  in  the  Bering  Strait  en  route  to 
Nome  18  October  (transect  42)  (fig.  2). 

The  eastern  Chukchi  Sea  is  a  shallow  basin 
with  depths  of  10  to  30  fathoms  and  no  prom¬ 
inent  features  on  its  gravel,  sand  and  silt 
bottom.  The  main  currents  are  from  the  south 
through  the  Bering  Strait.  Details  of  bottom 


contours,  sediments,  currents,  and  seawater 
chemistry  encountered  during  the  cruise  may 
be  found  in  other  sections  of  this  Oceano¬ 
graphic  Report  (Ingham  and  Rutland;  and 
Barnes) . 

Weather  conditions  were  remarkably  good 
for  early  fall  in  the  area  so  that  bird  observa¬ 
tions  were  possible  on  almost  till  days  (table 
I),  Daytime  air  temperatures  ranged  from 
3.2°  C  to  — 8.G°  C  during  the  first  week  to 
— G.G"  C  to  — 1G.G  C  in  the  last  week,  Tem¬ 
peratures  dropped  about  4°  C  as  the  ship  ap¬ 
proached  extensive  areas  of  pack  ice,  Seas  were 
moderately  calm  throughout  the  cruise,  in  part 
due  to  the  proximity  of  pack  ice.  Winds  were 
seldom  greater  than  25  knots.  What  little  pre¬ 
cipitation  there  was,  fell  mostly  as  snow  at 
night.  Days  were  generally  overcast,  but  cloud 
cover  was  high  and  visibility  was  seldom  less 
than  7  miles.  Surface  water  tempeiature 
ranged  from  4.0°  C  in  ice  free  areas  early  in 
the  cruise  to  — 1.8"  C  later  when  ice  began  to 
form  in  the  study  area. 

Seasonal  change  in  hours  of  daylight  is  dra¬ 
matic  north  of  the  Arctic  Circle.  At  the 
equinox,  22-24  September,  we  experienced  12 
hours  19  minutes  of  daylight.  This  decreased 
8  to  9  minutes  a  day  so  that  by  the  end  of  the 
cruise,  16-18  October,  we  had  only  8  hours  50 
minutes  of  daylight,  a  reduction  of  25  percent. 

Pack  ice  was  present  or  nearby  throughout 
the  entire  period  that  the  ship  was  north  of 
Cape  Lisbume.  The  relatively  abrupt  edge  of 
the  arctic  pack  (shown  in  dotted  lines  in  fig. 
3)  generally  moves  north  and  south  with  the 
prevailing  wind.  It  closed  in  on  the  study  area 
from  the  north  during  the  course  of  the  survey. 
Our  observations  of  ice  conditions,  shown  as 
oktas  or  eighths  of  total  coverage  on  figure  3, 
should  be  compared  with  the  cruise  track  (fig. 
1  and  table  I) . 

Conditions  near  the  Bering  Strait  were  more 
moderate  on  18  October.  Air  temperature 
varied  from  — 0.8°  C  to  — 1.7°  C,  wind  and 
waves  were  calm  to  moderate.  Occasionally,  the 
sun  appeared  through  the  high  clouds  and  visi¬ 
bility  was  excellent.  Sen  surface  temperature 
ranged  from  1.2°  C  to  2.4°  C. 

Stomach  contents  from  specimens  prepared 
aboard  ship  were  preserved  at  once  in  formalin 
while  the  remainder  of  the  stomachs  were  re¬ 
moved  later  and  preserved  in  70  percent  alcohol 


and  glycerine.  Food  items  were  identified  by 
Divoky  with  assistance  from  Mr.  Bruce  L. 
Wing  and  Dr.  Jay  C.  Quast  (National  Marine 
Fisheries  Service).  Fctoparasites  were  col¬ 
lected  aboard  ship  and  Mallophaga  were  later 
identified  by  Dr.  K.  ('.  Fmcrson,  research  as¬ 
sociate,  Department  of  Fntomology,  Smith¬ 
sonian  Institution,  where  the  specimens  are 
deposited. 

Midwater  and  benthic  invertebrate  faunal 
samples  collected  during  the  cruise  were 
abundant  in  species  and  individuals  (Wing, 
elsewhere  in  this  Oceanographic  Report)  ;  but 
fish,  especially  large  individuals,  were  strangely 
rare.  The  area  may,  however,  be  an  important 
“nursery"  for  young  Arctic  Cod  ( Horrogadus 
sdidn )  (Quasi,  personal  communication). 

METHODS 

During  daylight  hours  we  maintained  a 
watch  for  birds  and  marine  mammals  from  the 
(lying  bridge  of  the  ULACIFR  (48  feet  above 
waterline)  whenever  the  ship  was  underway. 
Occasionally  weather  conditions  forced  us  to 
retreat  to  the  pilothouse  (39  feet  above  water¬ 
line)  or  the  crow’s  nest  (74  feet  above  water¬ 
line).  Visibility  was  good  in  all  directions, 
except  astern  from  the  pilothouse.  Species, 
numbers,  time,  and  behavior  and  appearance 
notes  were  recorded  on  sealog  sheets  at  the 
time  of  observation.  Tracks,  positions,  and  ice 
conditions  relative  to  the  ship  were  plotted 
later  from  bridge  navigation  data  while 
weather  conditions,  sen  state,  and  water  tem¬ 
perature  were  recorded  every  .3  hours  by  the 
ship's  marine  science  technicians,  l.eneral  ice 
condition  reports  were  received  on  board  ship 
from  the  U.S.  Navy  station  at  Kodiak,  Alaska, 
based  on  air  reconnaissance.  On  station  we 
recorded  the  presence  and  abundance  of  birds 
and  caught  a  few  specimens  on  fishlines,  When¬ 
ever  weather  conditions,  presence  of  birds,  and 
operability  of  small  boats  permitted,  we  went 
over  the  side  to  collect  biids  for  chemical 
analysis,  food  habit  studies,  parasites  and 
museum  specimens.  Most  of  the  GG  specimens 
collected  were  frozen  for  later  preparation 
either  as  whole  pickles  or  as  skeletons,  but  a 
few  were  prepared  as  spread-wing  or  study 
skins  aboard  ship  (table  II). 

Frozen  whole  specimens  of  birds  were  turned 


over  to  Drs.  Lucille  F.  Stickel  and  Eugene  II. 
Dustman  at  the  Patuxent  Wildlife  Research 
Center,  Laurel,  Maryland,  where  tissue  samples 
of  muscles  and  organs  were  removed  for  pesti¬ 
cide  and  hea-'y  metal  analysis.  The  results  of 
the  analyses  for  chlorinated  hydrocarbons, 
polychlorinated  biphenyls,  and  heavy  metals, 
especially  mercury,  will  be  reported  elsewhere 
when  complete.  Carcasses  were  returned  to  the 
Smithsoninn  Institution  for  museum  specimens. 

Marine  science  technicians  aboard  the  GLA¬ 
CIER  recorded  bird  observations  sporadically 
and  collected  three  specimens  from  18  August 
to  21  September  while  the  ship  was  engaged 
in  geological  sampling  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  or 
en  route  to  Harrow.  Where  their  observations 
augment  ours  they  have  been  included  in  the 
species  accounts. 

Sightings  were  plotted  by  species  on  maps 
(figs.  4  to  40)  with  nil  mammals  and  birds, 
except  gulls,  seen  during  20-minute  intervals, 
or  fractions  thereof,  being  summed.  Abundance 
is  indicated  by  symbols  keyed  in  powers  of 
three  (see  figs.  4  and  5  for  key).  Gulls,  which 
were  attracted  to  the  ship  and  tended  to  con¬ 
gregate  in  the  wake,  were  counted  at  least  once 
in  each  20-minute  interval  and  at  stations.  The 
highest  count  was  entered  in  the  log  and  later 
mapped. 

SPECIES  ACCOUNTS 

The  sequence  of  species  and  nomenclature  in 
the  following  accounts  follows  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union  Check  List  (1957)  for 
birds  and  Rice  and  Scheffer  (1968)  for  mam¬ 
mals.  General  information  on  distribution, 
migration  and  food  habits  in  Alaska  is  based  on 
Bailey  (1948)  and  Gabrielson  and  Lincoln 
(1959)  for  birds  and  Ree  and  Hall  (1956)  and 
King  (1964)  for  mammals  unless  otherwise 
stated. 

The  following  terms,  used  to  categorize  feed¬ 
ing  methods  of  seabirds  in  the  species  accounts, 
are  based  on  Ashmole  and  Ashmole  (1967), 

Contact  dipping — The  bird  remains  airborne 
and  forward  motion  does  not  stop  as  it 
snatches  its  prey  out  of  the  water. 

Hovering — Forward  motion  ceases  as  the 
bird  with  wings  beating  picks  its  prey 
from  either  water  or  ice  surface. 

Plunge  to  surface — The  bird  partly  folds  its 
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wings  and  drops  to  the  water  surface  but 
does  not  fully  enter  the  water.  No  species 
were  observed  plunging  deeply  in  pursuit 
of  prey. 

Surface  feeding— The  bird  swims  on  the 
surface  and  picks  up  its  prey  on  or  just 
below  the  surface. 

Surface  diving — The  bird  dives  while  swim¬ 
ming  on  the  surface  and  pursues  its  prey 
under  the  water. 

Loons  (Gavia  spp.) 

The  Yellow-billed  (Gavia  adamsi),  Arctic 
( G.  arctica),  and  Red-throated  Loons  (G. 
stellate)  breed  on  the  arctic  coast  of  Alaska, 
while  the  Common  Loon  (G.  immer)  breeds 
only  as  far  north  as  Kotzebue  Sound.  AH  four 
species  winter  from  the  Aleutians  and  southern 
Alaska  southward.  Bailey  (1948)  found  that 
most  of  the  loon  migration  at  Wainwright  took 
place  in  early  and  mid-September.  Of  the  112 
loons  we  observed  (fig.  4),  one  seen  between 
Wainwright  and  Barrow  on  24  September  was 
identified  as  G.  adamsi.  The  Common  Loon  was 
seen  twice:  one  north  of  the  usual  breeding 
grounds  20  miles  northwest  of  Point  Lay  on  4 
October  and  another  in  the  Bering  Strait  on  18 
October  (fig.  12).  The  remainder  of  the  loons 
consisted  of  G.  arctica  and  G,  stcllata.  The 
similarity  of  the  two  species  in  winter  plumage 
and  the  distance  from  which  most  birds  were 
observed  did  not  allow  positive  identification, 
but  on  the  basis  of  flight  characteristics  we 
thought  the  majority  were  Arctic  Loons. 

Loons  were  common  in  the  area  of  Barrow 
and  along  the  coast  to  the  study  area  (fig.  4). 
In  the  study  area,  we  observed  loons  primarily 
within  40  miles  of  land.  The  majority  was 
headed  southwest.  The  largest  number  (54  in 
3 1 4  hours)  was  seen  on  transects  10  and  11 
extending  northwest  from  Point  Lay  27  Sep¬ 
tember.  No  loons  were  observed  in  the  study 
area  after  6  October.  Loons  feed  on  fish  ob¬ 
tained  by  surface  diving. 

Northern  Fulmar  (Fulmants  glacialis) 

The  Northern  Fulmar  breeds  north  to  St. 
Lawrence  Island  in  the  Bering  Sea,  and  birds 
observed  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  in  the  summer  are 
probably  all  nonbreeders.  It  winters  from  the 
Aleutians  southward.  Nelson  (1883)  observed 
it  in  the  area  of  Herald  and  W range!  Islands 
and  believed  it  might  nest  there  but  subsequent 


investigations  have  failed  to  show  evidence  of 
breeding.  Summer  observers  have  all  recorded 
this  species  in  the  Chukchi.  Nelson  (1883) 
found  it  north  to  the  pack  ice.  Jacques  (1930) 
saw  it  occasionally  south  of  71°  N  and  abun¬ 
dantly  south  of  68°30'  N  in  late  August.  Both 
Swartz  (1967)  and  Alverson,  Wilimovsky  and 
Wilke  (1960)  found  it  to  be  uncommon  in  the 
southeast  Chukchi  in  August.  Fulmars  were 
observed  in  early  September  by  marine  science 
technicians  aboard  the  GLACIER.  Their  most 
northerly  sighting  was  made  at  72’22'  N, 
167°22'  W  on  6  September.  The  species  was 
last  observed  on  17  September  at  7l°27'  N. 
167°  15'  W.  We  did  not  observe  it  in  the  Chukchi 
at  all,  but  it  was  present  in  the  Bering  Strait 
throughout  the  day  of  18  October  (fig.  5). 
Most  sight-  gs  were  of  less  than  five  individ¬ 
uals;  and  an  observations  were  of  light  phase 
birds.  Jacques  (1930)  is  the  only  observer  to 
have  seen  dark  phase  birds  in  the  Chukchi. 
They  constituted  roughly  1  percent  of  all  the 
fulmars  he  observed.  In  the  Pacific,  dark  phase 
individuals  predominate  in  the  southern  por¬ 
tion  of  the  breeding  range  and  do  not  breed 
north  of  the  Pribilofs.  The  fulmar  is  primarily 
a  scavenger  and  obtains  its  food  by  surface 
feeding. 

Slender-billed  Shearwater  (Puffimts 
tenuirostris) 

The  Slender-billed  Shearwater  breeds  on 
islands  in  the  southwest  Pacific  Ocean  from 
September  to  May  and  migrates  to  the  north¬ 
ern  hemisphere  from  June  to  October.  It  is 
abundant  in  the  Bering  Sea  in  the  summer  and 
fall,  and  smaller  numbers  are  found  in  the 
Chukchi  Sea  from  July  to  November.  Observa¬ 
tions  from  this  area  in  the  fall  are  probably  of 
nonbreeding  individuals.  Nelson  (1883)  “sev¬ 
eral  times”  saw  birds  he  believed  to  be  this 
species.  Jacques  (1930)  found  it  extremely 
abundant  in  the  western  Chukchi  in  late  Aug¬ 
ust.  Swartz  (1967)  reported  it  most  frequent 
in  the  Point  Hope  and  Cape  Thompson  area, 
with  one  of  the  sightings  a  flock  of  500  to  1,000 
individuals.  Alverson,  Wilimovsky,  and  Wilke 
(1960)  observed  it  in  increasing  numbers  in 
the  month  of  August  and  groups  of  200  to  300 
were  seen  at  the  end  of  the  month. 

Marine  science  technicians  aboard  the  GLA¬ 
CIER  observed  Slender-billed  Shearwaters  in 


the  Chukchi  in  early  and  mid-September.  Their 
most  northerly  sighting  was  made  on  17  Sep¬ 
tember  at  71’27'  N,  167°35'  W,  and  their  last 
sighting  on  20  September  at  68°22'  N, 
167  54'  W.  We  only  saw  it  south  of  67°  N  in 
the  Bering  Strait  on  18  October  when  it  was 
observed  on  12  of  the  thirty  20-minute  intervals 
(fig".  6).  Nine  of  these  observations  were  of 
less  than  five  individuals  though  flocks  of  up 
to  100  birds  were  observed  on  two  occasions, 
east  of  East  Cape  and  west  of  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales.  Our  lack  of  sightings  in  the  study  area 
indicates  that  most  Slender-billed  Shearwaters 
had  left  that  area  by  late  September.  It  oc¬ 
casionally  stays  later;  Brower  observed  thou¬ 
sands  at  Barrow  in  September  and  October 
associated  with  the  ice  (Bailey  1948).  The 
specie;;  feeds  on  the  surface  or,  less  commonly, 
dives  for  euphasid  crustaceans,  pelagic  fish, 
and  cephalopoda. 

Pelagic  Cormorant  (Phalncrocorax  pelagicus) 
The  Pelagic  Cormorant  breeds  commonly 
south  of  the  Bering  Strait  but  it  is  found  only 
sparingly  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  and  probably  does 
not  nest  north  of  the  Cape  Lisburne  cliffs. 
When  the  Cape  Thompson  cliff  were  censused 
in  1961  they  were  found  to  support  23  pairs 
(Swartz,  1966).  Like  other  cormorants  it  is 
rare  out  of  sight  of  land  and  has  been  observed 
only  infrequently  by  pelagic  observers.  Nelson 
(1883)  saw  two  birds  in  the  area  of  Herald 
and  Wrangel  Islands,  Jacques  (1930)  did  not 
encounter  it  north  of  the  Bering  Strait.  Swartz 
(1967)  reported  four  observations,  all  near 
nesting  cliffs.  There  are  five  records  for  Bar- 
row  in  the  spring,  summer  and  fall  and  a  Jan¬ 
uary  record  for  Wainwright  (Bailey,  1948). 
We  saw  the  species  only  once  on  18  October 
when  two  birds  were  observed  flying  approxi¬ 
mately  15  miles  south  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales 
(fig,  12).  Cormorants  feed  by  diving  for  fish. 

Oldsquaw  (Clangula  Injcmalis) 

The  Oldsquaw  is  circumpolar  north  of  50°  N 
in  its  breeding  distribution  and  nests  abun¬ 
dantly  on  both  sides  of  the  Chukchi  Sea  It  is 
rarely  observed  far  from  land  during  the  sum¬ 
mer.  It  winters  generally  well  south  of  the 
breeding  range,  but  individuals  have  been  ob¬ 
served  at  Barrow  in  early  December.  The  only 
fall  migration  data  for  the  arctic  coast  are 
those  of  Bailey  (1948)  who  saw  large  flocks 


off  Icy  Cape  on  7  September  and  1  October. 
The  latest  date  lie  recorded  them  was  19 
October. 

The  species  was  observed  throughout  the 
cruise  (fig.  7).  The  larger  flocks  were  all  ob¬ 
served  close  to  shore  with  the  majority  in  the 
area  of  Point  Lay  where  2,400  were  seen  in  a 
3-hour  transect  on  25  September  and  smaller 
numbers  on  4  October.  Presumably  some  of  the 
unidentified  ducks  seen  at  a  distance  in  the 
study  area  were  Oldsquaws  (fig.  11).  We  ob¬ 
served  a  flock  of  24  Oldsquaws  off  Cape  Sabine 
on  16  October  when  new  ice  covered  %  of  the 
water’s  surface.  It  appears  that  a  few  individ¬ 
uals  remain  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  until  driven 
out  by  the  formation  of  new  ice.  Small  num¬ 
bers  were  observed  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
Bering  Strait  on  18  October  (fig.  9).  Molluscs 
and  crustaceans  obtained  by  surface  diving  are 
the  primary  food  items.  The  stomach  of  the 
single  immature  specimen  collected  at  Point 
Lay  26  September  (table  II)  contained  only 
grit  (table  V) . 

Eiders  ( Somateria  spp.  Lampronetta  fischeri) 

Three  species  of  eider  were  observed.  Positive 
identification  was  possible  only  of  the  few 
males  observed  and  of  females  that  came  near 
the  ship.  The  Common  Eider  (Somateria  mol- 
lissima)  breeds  commonly  along  the  entire 
arctic  coast.  In  September  individuals  gather 
to  the  east  of  Barrow  and  then  fly  west  along 
the  shore.  Most  of  the  Alaskan  breeding  rec- 
orcs  for  the  King  Eider  (S.  spcctabilis)  come 
from  the  area  of  Barrow.  As  with  all  eiders  the 
males  migrate  south  before  the  females  and 
young.  Large  flocks  of  males  pass  Barrow  from 
late  June  until  early  August.  Females  and 
young  migrate  from  late  August  through  Sep¬ 
tember.  The  main  breeding  grounds  of  the 
Spectacled  Eider  (Lampronetta  fischeri)  in 
northern  Alaska  lie  to  the  east  of  Barrow. 

Of  the  approximately  1,300  eiders  seen  in 
the  study  area  only  100  or  7.7  percent  were 
males.  Four  of  the  males  were  identified  as 
King  Eiders  and  the  rema'nder  were  either 
Common  or  Spectacled,  Only  a  single  eider  was 
seen  in  the  area  of  Barrow  and  only  one  flock 
of  3ix  was  seen  from  Barrow  to  the  study  area 
(fig.  8).  The  greatest  numbers  were  observed 
on  25  September  when  large  flocks  were  ob¬ 
served  inshore  in  the  area  of  Point  Lay. 


Smaller  flocks  were  observed  in  the  same  area 
on  4  October.  Eiders  were  seen  throughout  the 
study  area  and  small  numbers  were  observed 
far  from  land.  Some  of  the  “unidentified 
ducks”  seen  at  a  distance  in  the  study  area 
were  eiders  (fig.  11)  One  was  observed  in  a 
lead  during  the  deepest  penetration  into  heavy 
pack  ice  while  small  flocks  were  also  found 
off  C  ipe  Sabine  when  new  ice  covered  %  of 
the  water’s  surface.  Eiders  were  seen  in  the 
northern  part  ?  the  Bering  Strait  on  18  Octo¬ 
ber  (fig.  10). 

Eiders  feed  by  surface  diving  for  benthic 
molluscs  and  crustaceans.  The  stomach  of  one 
of  the  two  immature  specimens  of  Common 
Eider  collected  (table  II)  contained  remnants 
of  gastropods  and  plant  material  (table  V) ;  the 
other  was  empty. 

Common  Scoter  (Oidemia  nigra) 

The  Common  Scoter  is  circumpolar  north  of 
45"  N  in  its  breeding  distribution  but  is  un¬ 
common  on  the  nrctic  coast  of  Alaska.  We 
observed  it  on  two  occasions :  a  flock  of  300 
individuals  on  24  September  near  Wainwright, 
and  a  flock  of  25  west  of  Point  Lay  on  27  Sep¬ 
tember  (fig.  14). 

Red-breasted  Merganser  (Mergus  senator) 

The  Red-breasted  Merganser  is  a  rare 
breeder  on  the  arctic  coast  of  Alaska  but  is 
common  south  of  Kotzebue  Sound.  It  was  seen 
only  twice  in  the  study  area :  one  individual  at 
Point  Lay  on  26  September  and  another  on  27 
September,  at  sea  20  miles  west  of  Point  Lay 
(fig.  14).  At  Nome  on  19  October  a  single  bird 
was  observed  in  the  small  boat  harbor  swallow¬ 
ing  a  fish. 

Red  Phalarope  (Phalaropus  fulicarius) 

The  Red  Phalarope  is  circumpolar  north  of 
50°  N  in  its  breeding  distribution  and  is  found 
in  abundance  on  both  the  Siberian  and  Alaskan 
sides  of  the  Chukchi  Sea.  This  peculiar  shore- 
bird  winters  in  pelagic  environments  in  the 
southern  hemisphere.  Fall  migration  begins  as 
early  as  July.  Summer  observers  have  found  it 
common  throughout  the  Chukchi.  Both  Nelson 
(1883)  and  Jacques  (1930)  encountered  large 
concentrations  at  the  edge  of  the  ice.  Swartz 
(1967)  mentioned  59  sightings  of  phaiaropes 
with  no  areas  of  large  concentration.  From  the 
abundance  of  summer  pelagic  observations  in 


the  Chukchi  it  appears  that  individuals  disperse 
to  the  open  ocean  after  breeding  rather  than 
immediately  migrating  southward  along  the 
coast.  Coastal  concentrations  may  occur  at 
times,  however,  as  Bailey  (1948)  found  100  in 
the  shallows  at  Wainwright  during  the  first 
week  in  September. 

Eleven  sightings  of  phalaropes  were  made 
between  Foint  Barrow  and  Icy  Cape  and  nine 
other  sightings  in  the  study  area.  Most  of  the 
observations  were  of  flocks  of  10  or  fewer 
individuals  (fig.  13).  All  were  identified  as  P. 
fulicarius  although  it  is  possible  some  were  the 
Northern  Phalarope  (Lobipes  lobatus),  a 
species  less  abundant  at  sea  but  frequent  in 
Alaskan  coastal  waters.  Our  few  sightings  in¬ 
dicate  that  most  individuals  had  left  the  Arctic 
by  late  September.  We  last  observed  it  in  the 
study  area  on  7  October  but  it  has  been  re¬ 
corded  at  Barrow  as  late  as  16  October  (Mur¬ 
doch,  1885).  Our  sightings  were  too  few  to 
demonstrate  an  ice  affinity  that  other  observers 
have  commented  on,  but  the  largest  flocks  were 
close  to  the  pack  ice  in  the  area  of  Barrow  and 
Wainwright.  A  single  bird  was  also  observed 
on  18  October  in  the  Bering  Strait  (fig.  12). 
Phalaropes  feed  on  crustaceans  and  small  fish 
on  the  surface. 

South  Polar  Skua  (Catharacta  maccormicki) 

A  large,  all  dark  bird  with  a  conspicuous 
white  flash  at  the  base  of  the  primaries  passed 
about  20  feet  directly  overhead  while  we  were 
in  one  of  the  ship’s  small  boats  at  70°18'  N, 
164°41'  W,  on  29  September  (fig.  14).  It  was 
about  the  same  size  as  nearby  Glaucous  Gulls, 
but  had  broader  more  rounded  wings.  Its  dark 
greyish  brown  breast  and  uniformly  dark  back 
lead  Watson  (who  was  familiar  with  skuas  in 
the  North  Atlantic  and  Antarctic)  to  conclude 
that  it  was  a  dark  phase  South  Polar  Skua 
from  the  Antarctic  rather  than  a  Northern 
Skua  (C.  skua)  from  the  Atlantic.  This  is  the 
first  record  of  any  skua  in  arctic  Alaska  al¬ 
though  a  specimen  of  South  Polar  Skua  has 
been  collected  and  another  seen  near  the  Aleu¬ 
tians  (Max  Thompson,  personal  communication 
and  Sanger  in  Gibson,  1970) ,  Three  Ross’  Gulls 
harried  the  skua  as  it  flew  away. 

Jaegers  (Stercorarius  spp.) 

All  three  species  of  jaeger,  the  Pomarine 
( Stercorarius  pomarinus),  the  Parasitic  (S. 


parasiticus) .  and  the  Long-tailed  (S.  lou- 
gicaudus),  are  circumpolar  north  of  55°  N  in 
their  breeding  distribution  and  are  found  in 
arctic  Alaska.  They  winter  in  temperate  and 
tropical  seas,  beginning  southward  migrat'on 
as  early  as  mid-July. 

The  Pomarine  has  the  most  restricted  breed¬ 
ing  range  in  Alaska  with  most  records  coming 
from  the  Barrow  area  where  Brower  consid¬ 
ered  it  to  be  more  coastal  than  the  other  two 
species  (Bailey,  1948).  Outside  of  the  breeding 
season,  jaegers  obtain  much  of  their  food  by 
robbing  other  birds  so  that  their  distribution 
at  sea  and  during  migration  is  somewhat  de¬ 
pendent  on  the  presence  of  other  species.  Nel¬ 
son  (1883)  observed  the  Pomarine  Jaeger  in 
scattered  areas  close  to  shore  in  the  Chukchi. 
He  found  it  more  common  on  the  Siberian  side 
than  the  Alaskan  side  except  at  Barrow  where 
it  was  abundant.  Jacques  (1930)  considered  it 
at  times  to  be  the  most  abundant  bird  in  the 
western  Chukchi.  Swartz  (1967)  reported 
seven  sightings  all  north  of  67°  N. 

We  observed  Pomarine  Jaegers  on  six  oc¬ 
casions,  totaling  11  individuals  (fig.  15).  In 
early  September  observers  aboard  the  GLA¬ 
CIER  saw  jaegers  more  frequently,  and  our 
observations  are  of  the  last  of  the  fall  migra¬ 
tion.  None  was  observed  in  the  study  area  after 
29  September,  but  a  single  individual  was 
sighted  in  the  Bering  Strait  on  18  October  (fig. 
12).  Most  of  our  sightings  were  in  ice  areas 
where  large  concentrations  of  other  birds  were 
present.  One  case  of  harrassment  of  gulls  was 
recorded,  two  Pomarine  Jaegers  chasing  an 
Ivory  Gull.  Five  of  the  seven  Pomarine  Jaegers 
closely  observed  were  dark  phase. 

We  observed  a  single  Parasitic  Jaeger  on  30 
September  (fig.  14).  This  is  the  least  abundant 
jaeger  in  the  Rarrow  area  (Bailey,  1948).  Both 
Nelson  (1883)  and  Swartz  (1967)  reported 
this  species  from  the  Chukchi.  Swartz’s  12  ob¬ 
servations  were  all  north  of  67°  N.  No  Long- 
tailed  Jaegers  were  encountered.  Summer 
observers  in  the  Chukchi  have  found  it  uncom¬ 
mon.  We  saw  an  unidentified  jaeger  on  land  at 
Barrow  on  22  September. 

Glaucous  Gull  (Laras  hypcrboreus) 

The  Glaucous  Gull  is  a  common  to  abundant 
breeder  on  both  sides  of  the  Chukchi  Sea  and 
at  Herald  and  Wrangel  Islands.  Its  scavenging 
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and  predatory  habits  cause  breeding  individ¬ 
uals  to  concentrate  at  seabird  cliffs;  150  pairs 
bred  at  Cape  Thompson  in  1961  (Swartz, 
1966).  During  the  breeding  season  it  remains 
near  land  and  <s  not  commonly  seen  far  out 
at  sea.  Nelson  (1886)  mentions  no  pelagic  ob¬ 
servations;  Jacques  (1980)  found  it  present 
but  uncommon  north  to  Herald  Island.  Most 
observations  reported  by  Swartz  (1967)  were 
within  25  miles  of  land.  There  are  little  fall 
migration  data  for  the  arctic  coast.  Birds 
which  breed  inland  move  to  the  coast  where 
both  adults  and  young  stay  until  driven  south 
by  ice  and  lack  of  food.  Bailey  (1948)  observed 
hundreds  passing  Wainwright  on  16  Septem¬ 
ber.  The  latest  date  he  recorded  the  species  was 
19  October. 

Glaucous  Gulls  were  observed  throughout  the 
cruise  (fig.  16).  They  were  abundant  at  Barrow 
on  23  September  when  a  flock  of  40  individuals 
followed  the  ship  while  it  was  just  south  of  the 
pack  ice.  From  Barrow  to  the  study  area  only 
small  infrequent  flocks  were  seen.  They  were 
present  throughout  the  study  area  but  were 
most  common  in  the  northeast  portion  and  at 
other  stations  close  to  the  shore.  They  were 
present  throughout  the  day  in  the  Bering  Strait 
(fig.  21).  The  species  displayed  no  obvious 
affinity  for  ice  areas.  Approximately  25  percent 
of  all  birds  seen  were  immatures  (fig.  17). 

Glaucous  Gulls  tended  to  flock  less  than  other 
gulls  and  single  individuals  were  frequently 
seen  on  transects.  On  the  other  hand,  large 
numbers  gathered  about  the  ship  on  stations  to 
accept  scraps  thrown  over  the  side  (table  III). 
Most  of  its  food  is  probably  five  fish  and 
crustaceans  but  we  also  saw  it  feeding  on  Wal¬ 
rus  dung.  Hovering,  contact  dipping  and  sur¬ 
face  feeding  were  all  observed  for  this  species 
(fig.  17).  Examination  of  stomach  contents 
indicates  that  fish  may  be  the  major  food  dur¬ 
ing  this  time  of  year  (table  V).  One  individual 
had  eaten  ascidians  including  a  pyrid,  Halo- 
cyuthia  sp.  or  Bottcnia  sp.  and  one  each  of  the 
styelids  Polenaia  corrugata  and  Cncmidocarpa 
sp.  (the  latter  identifications  are  tentative). 
Three  of  the  seven  specimens  collected  were 
adults  (table  II). 

Slaty-backed  Gull  (Lams  schistisagus) 

On  25  September  approximately  20  miles 
northwest  of  Point  Lay,  a  large  dark-backed 


gull  was  observed  that  was  most  probably  a 
Slaty-backed  Gull  ( Larus  schistisagus)  (fig.  14). 
This  is  a  species  of  the  Siberian  Pacific  coast 
and  is  rarely  found  in  Alaskan  waters.  A  speci¬ 
men  collected  by  Bailey  at  Icy  Cape  on  16 
September  1921  was  thought  to  be  this  species, 
but  according  to  Bailey  (1947)  further  investi¬ 
gation  proved  if  to  be  the  Siberian  Lesser 
Black-backed  (Lane s-  fit  sc  us) .  A  straggler  has 
also  been  reported  for  Herald  Island  (Nelson, 
1883). 

Herring  Gull,  (Lams  avgentatus) 

The  Herring  Gull  is  found  throughout  most 
of  the  northern  hemisphere  including  the  east 
Canadian  Arctic  and  Siberia  but  does  not  breed 
on  the  arctic  coast  of  Alaska.  In  the  fall,  and 
probably  in  the  spring,  it  is  a  regular  but  un¬ 
common  migrant  in  northern  Alaska.  The 
majority  of  Alaskan  migrants  are  ‘‘Thayer’s 
Gull,”  L.  a.  lhayevi  which  breeds  in  arctic 
Canada  and  winters  along  the  Pacific  coast  of 
North  America.  We  observed  this  species  five 
times  in  the  study  area  (fig.  18).  Three  of  the 
six  individuals  seen  were  immatures.  Two  other 
sightings  were  made  in  the  Bering  Strait;  a 
single  individual  at  66  22'  N,  and  a  flock  of 
five  at  66° 05'  N. 

This  species  is  an  unspecialized  feeder 
similar  to  L.  hijpcrbnreus.  The  stomach  of  the 
second-year  bird  collected  (table  II)  contained 
remnants  of  Arctic  Cod  (table  V). 

Ivory  Gull  (Pagophila  eburnca) 

The  Ivory  Gull,  a  high  arctic  species  re¬ 
ported  as  far  north  as  86°  N  (Dementiev  and 
Gladkov  1961),  breeds  north  of  70°  N.  The 
known  breeding  grounds  closest  to  the  study 
area  tire  at  Herald  Island  and  in  the  Canadian 
Archipelago.  Outside  the  breeding  season,  it 
frequents  the  pack  ice,  and  the  southern  extent 
of  its  wintering  range  is  largely  determined  by 
the  southern  margin  of  the  pack  ice.  Ivory 
Gulls  move  through  the  Chukchi  Rea  with  the 
ice  in  the  spring  and  fall.  Small  numbers  are 
probably  present  in  the  open  leads  throughout 
the  winter.  The  pelagic  habits  of  this  species 
have  caused  land  observers  to  underestimate  its 
abundance  in  the  Chukchi  (see,  for  instance, 
Gabrielson  and  Lincoln  1959).  It  was  reported 
common  in  the  “frozen”  Chukchi  Sea  on  Cook’s 
last  voyage  from  August  to  September  1778 
and  in  July  1779  (Stresemann,  1949).  It  is  not 


clear  how  far  north  Cook  .sailed,  but  no  other 
summer  observers  have  encountered  Ivory 
Gulls  at  sea  although  all  have  come  in  contact 
with  the  pack  ice.  Both  Nelson  (18811)  and 
Jacques  (1930)  observed  breeding  birds  at 
Herald  Island. 

We  observed  few  Ivory  Gulls  in  the  Barrow 
area  although  they  were  common  near  Wain- 
wright  (fig.  19).  In  the  study  area  this  species 
was  largely  associated  with  the  ice  (table  IV, 
fig.  20).  Large  flocks  assembled  at  stations  with 
smaller  groups  being  observed  on  transects 
(table  III).  The  marine  science  technicians  saw 
a  pair  of  what  they  tentatively  identified  as 
this  species  at  71°25'N,  167°13'W  on  17  Sep¬ 
tember  when  ice  surrounded  the  ship.  None  was 
observed  south  of  the  study  area.  Immatures 
constituted  roughly  one  quarter  of  all  individ¬ 
uals  observed. 

Outside  the  breeding  season,  the  Ivory*  Gull 
is  thought  to  be  primarily  a  scavenger  feeding 
to  a  great  extent  on  the  kills  of  Polar  Bears 
The  only  scavenging  we  saw,  other  than  some 
feeding  on  the  ship's  garbage,  were  small  flocks 
observed  over  whales  on  two  occasions  and  a 
single  individual  feeding  on  Walrus  dung  on  the 
ice.  The  primary  methods  of  obtaining  food  we 
observed  were  hovering  and  contact  dipping 
near  ice  cakes.  Fish  appear  to  be  the  primary 
food  obtained  in  this  way  since  Arctic  Cod 
constituted  the  bulk  of  the  food  items  found  in 
stomachs  (table  V).  One  individual  had  eaten 
a  pyrid  ascidinn,  either  Halociinthia  sp.  or 
Boitcnia  sp.  Six  of  the  14  specimens  collected 
were  immatures  (table  II).  Mallophaga  from 
this  species  were  identified  as  Santunidxxouin 
lari  (0.  Fabricius  1780). 

Black-legged  Kittiwake  (Ritsa  tridacUjla) 

The  Black-legged  Kittiwake  breeds  through¬ 
out  the  Chukchi  Sea  wherever  suitable  nesting 
cliffs  exist,  almost  as  far  north  ns  Barrow.  It 
was  the  third  most  abundant  species  at  the 
Cape  Thompson  cliffs  in  19G0  with  13,000 
breeding  pairs  (Swartz,  19G6).  This  most 
pelagic  of  all  gulls  feeds  far  out  to  sen  in  all 
seasons.  Summer  observers  have  found  it  com¬ 
mon  in  the  Chukchi.  Nelson  (1883)  saw  it  in 
all  parts  of  the  arctic  with  large  numbers 
present  at  Herald  Island  and  smaller  numbers 
at  Wrnngel  Island.  Jacques  (1930)  found  it 
sometimes  abundant  throughout  the  Arctic. 


Swartz  (19(57)  reported  it  most  common  near 
the  breeding  cliffs  in  the  Point  Hope-Cape 
Thompson  area.  The  species  probably  winters 
at  sea  from  the  Aleutians  southward  but  then 
is  no  evidence  of  mass  migration 

Kittiwakos  were  piesent  in  small  numbers  in 
the  area  of  Barrow  and  along  tin  coast  to  the 
study  area.  !r.  the  study  area  it  was  the  least 
common  of  the  major  species  of  gulls  we  ob¬ 
served  (fig.  23)  and  tended  'n  flock  less  than 
the  others  (table  III).  It  showed  affinity  for 
areas  of  open  water  (table  IV)  and  in  the  Bering 
Strait  it  was  seen  throughout  the  day  18  Oeto- 
ber  (fig.  22).  Approximately  three  quarters  of 
all  individuals  observed  throughout  the  cruise 
were  immatures 

Plunging  to  the  surface  was  the  most  com¬ 
mon  mode  of  feeding  observed  for  this  species. 
On  the  few  occasions  when  it  was  observed  in 
ice  areas,  individuals  were  seen  feeding  while 
hovering  near  ice  cakes.  The  stomachs  of  the 
four  specimens  collected  (table  II)  contained 
remnants  of  Arctic  Cod  (table  V).  Mallophaga 
from  this  species  were  identified  as  Sarnnnidu- 
son  in  lari  (O.  Fabricius  1780). 

Ross'  Gull  ( Rliodostctliia  rasra) 

The  breeding  grounds  of  Ross'  Gull  are  re¬ 
stricted  to  the  Kolyma  and  Indigirka  River 
deltas  ( G2  27'  to  70  30' N.  142"  to  162°  E)  in 
northern  Siberia.  There  arc  scattered  records 
of  pairs  of  birds  elsewhere  in  the  arctic  during 
the  spring  and  summer  but  only  one  definite 
breeding  record  outside  of  northern  Siberia,  a 
nest  found  on  Disko  Bay  in  western  Gn-eninnd 
(I)algleish,  188G),  Two  pairs  were  taken  by 
Brower  near  the  Seahorse  Islands  -outhwest 
of  Barrow  on  1G  June  1930  All  four  were  in 
breeding  plumage  though  none  had  I  re  brood 
patches  There  are  also  records  of  single  birds 
taken  in  the  summer  on  the  arctic  coast 
(Bailey,  1948).  Jacques  (1930)  is  the  only 
summer  observer  to  encounter  this  species  in 
the  Chukchi.  lie  saw  a  total  of  eight  birds  in 
mid  and  late  August ;  all  were  north  of  70  N 
near  Herald  and  Wrnngel  Islands.  In  the  fall. 
Ross’  Gulls  migrate  east  through  the  Chukchi 
Sea  hut  there  are  few  records  for  the  Bering 
Sea.  They  are  commonly  observed  at  Barrow 
in  September  and  October,  and  on  the  basis  of 
these  observations  the  wintering  grounds  are 
thought  to  lie  to  the  east  of  Barrow.  They 


probably  arc  pelagic  in  the  li i^h  arctic  when 
not  breeding  and  have  been  found  at  extremely 
high  latitudes.  The  "Fram"  expedition  en¬ 
countered  them  between  81  27'  and  81  II'  N 
in  July  and  August  (Collett  and  Nansen, 
1900). 

The  species  was  present  in  the  area  of  Har¬ 
row  and  along  the  const  to  the  study  area,  hut 
large  (locks  were  observed  only  in  the  studv 
area  (fig.  21).  It  was  most  common  in  the 
northeast  portion  of  the  study  area  where  the 
ice  coverage  was  greatest.  This  was  the  most 
social  of  the  gulls  we  observed  and  only  10 
percent  of  the  seventy  20-minute  interval 
counts  were  of  single  individuals  (table  III). 
Flocks  of  approximately  120  birds  were  ob¬ 
served  on  two  occasions  southwest  of  lev  Cape 
and  at  one  of  the  most  westerly  stations  north¬ 
west  of  C ape  Lisburne  (tig.  2.ri).  Approximately 
one-half  ol  all  birds  seen  were  immatures  (fig 
20).  Ross’  Cull  was  absent  from  the  Hering 
Strait  on  18  October. 

Some  or  all  of  the  birds  recorded  by  the 
marine  science  technicians  on  the  GLACIER 
as  Bonaparte’s  (lulls,  I. a  run  Philadelphia.  or 
Arctic  Terns,  Sterna  paradi.iara.  that  were 
"following  the  ship"  were  most  probably  Ross’ 
(lulls.  Bonaparte’s  Gull  breeds  north  to  Kotze¬ 
bue  Sound  but  has  not  been  reported  farther 
north.  The  Arctic  Tern  breeds  along  the  arctic 
coast,  but  most  leave  Alaska  on  migration 
toward  southern  hemisphere  winter  grounds  by 
early  September.  Sightings  of  this  nature  oc¬ 
curred  on  8.  17,  18.  19.  and  20  September  be¬ 
tween  G8  35'  and  71  13'  N.  16-1  13'  and 
1G7  13'  W. 

We  observed  three  different  methods  of  feed¬ 
ing  by  this  species.  Like  other  gulls,  individuals 
fed  by  li<  wring  in  the  area  of  ice  cakes  while 
in  more  open  water  they  plunged  to  the  surface. 
Flocks  sitting  in  leads  in  the  ice  were  feeding 
on  the  surface.  One  instance  of  an  individual 
hovering'  while  feeding  on  Walrus  dung  was 
observed.  Arctic  Cod  and  crustaceans  appear 
to  be  of  about  equal  importance  as  food  items 
(table  V).  Three  stomachs  were  examined  in 
detail.  The  amphipod  Apheru.ia  t/larialis  was 
the  commonest  crustacean  found  in  the  stom¬ 
achs  examined,  with  as  many  as  80  jn  one  in¬ 
dividual.  Also  present  but  in  lesser  numbers 
were  the  large  nmphipods  At  plus  Itmtiyrni. 
Annnyx  nut/ax  and  (iammania  Incusta.  Ore 


stomach  contained  portions  of  the  exoskelton 
of  a  beetle.  Insects  are  the  chief  food  during 
the  breeding  season  (Buturlin,  190G).  Mal- 
lophaga  collected  included  both  Sanmnufosonia 
Ian  (0.  Fabricius  1780)  and  Qmulra  ceps 
i  uy  i  mu  in  tens  In  y  lx  i  (Tininiermnnn  1952). 

Sabine’s  Gull  (.Winn  xahiui) 

Sabine’s  (lull  is  circumpolar  between  65°  N 
and  80  X  in  its  breeding  distribution  and 
breeds  locally  on  the  arctic  coast  of  Alaska.  In 
summer,  when  there  arc  few  at-sea  records,  it 
obtains  most  of  its  insect  food  by  contact  dip¬ 
ping  in  tundra  ponds  while,  after  breeding,  it 
feeds  on  invertebrates  cast  up  on  the  shore  and 
fish  that  it  captures  by  contact  dipping.  Nelson 
(1883)  did  not  observe  it  in  the  Chukchi. 
Jacques  (1930)  saw  adults  on  G  days  during 
August  and  juveniles  on  23  and  25  August 
south  of  Wrangel  Island.  Swartz  (19G7)  re¬ 
ported  six  scattered  observations  in  the  eastern 
Chukchi. 

The  species  winters  in  the  southern  hem¬ 
isphere,  but  there  tire  surprisingly  few  records 
of  migrating  birds  for  Alaska,  although  large 
numbers  of  migrants  are  seen  in  fall  o(T  the 
Oregon  coast.  This  lead  Gabrielson  and  Lincoln 
(  1959)  to  suggest  that  it  stayed  well  offshore 
while  moving.  Birds  have  been  observed  ns  late 
as  mid-September  at  Wainwright  nnd  22 
October  at  Barrow,  but  the  bulk  of  migration 
probably  takes  place  earlier. 

We  observed  Sabine’s  Gull  only  in  the  area 
of  Barrow  and  Wainwright  on  September  23 
and  21  (fig.  27).  Eight  flocks  were  observed 
near  ice  cakes  with  the  largest  floex  containing 
10  individuals.  Our  few  observations  suggest 
that  most  individuals  had  already  migrated 
south  and  the  lack  of  subsequent  observations 
indicates  that  migration,  in  this  area  at  lenst, 
takes  place  close  inshore,  contrary  to  Gabricl- 
son  and  Lincoln’s  conclusion. 

Murres  (I'ria  spp.) 

Two  species  of  murres  are  found  breeding 
in  the  Chukchi  -Sea.  The  Thick-billed  Murrc 
(I'ria  lomrin )  is  more  northern  in  its  distribu¬ 
tion  than  the  Common  Murre  (/’.  aalyr).  Both 
species  breed  in  the  Bering  Strait  and  at  Cape 
Thompson,  while  /’  lomria  also  nests  at  Herald 
and  Wrangel  Islands,  in  small  numbers  near 
Barrow  and  probably  somewhere  east  of  Bar- 
row.  Murres  are  the  most  abundant  birds  at 
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Cape  Thompson.  In  1 0G0 ,  118,000  pairs  of 
Thick-billed  and  78,500  pairs  of  Common 
Murres  were  breeding  on  the  cliffs.  Summer 
observers  have  found  them  primarily  in  the 
waters  around  breeding  cliffs,  Swartz  (1007) 
reported  that  during  the  breeding  season  f. 
lomvia  constituted  00  percent  of  all  murres 
seen  further  than  5  miles  from  shore.  Since 
GO  percent  of  the  murres  breeding  on  the  cliffs 
are  l’.  lomvia,  he  believed  that  1'.  aalpr  fed 
closer  to  shore  at  least  during  the  breeding 
season.  He  reported  few  murres  feeding  more 
than  40  miles  from  the  cliffs.  The  Thick-billed 
Murre  winters  in  open  water  at  tbe  edge  of 
tbe  pack  ice  nnd  moves  north  and  south  with 
the  ice  margin.  There  is  thus  no  well-defined 
migration,  and  birds  have  been  recorded  as  far 
north  ns  Harrow  in  December. 

We  made  scattered  sightings  of  single  birds 
in  tbe  eastern  section  of  tbe  study  area,  but 
only  on  the  most  westerly  transects  were  mur¬ 
res  observed  in  numbers  (fig.  20).  They  could 
not  be  identified  to  species,  however,  and  the 
similarity  of  murres  and  the  Horned  Puffin  at 
a  distance  caused  us  to  list  some  birds  as  large 
black  and  white  alcids  (fig.  30).  Murres  were 
seen  throughout  the  dav  on  18  October  in  the 
Rering  Strait  (fig.  28).  Murres  feed  by  diving 
for  fish  and  crustaceans.  The  stomach  of  the 
one  Common  Murre  collected  (table  II)  con¬ 
tained  remains  of  Arctic  Cod  and  a  single 
larval  hermit  crab  (Papurus  npp.)  (table  V). 

Guillemots  ( Ccpplws  spp.) 

Roth  Rlack  (Ccpphus  tirpllc)  and  Pigeon 
Guillemots  (C.  columba)  breed  in  tbe  Chukchi 
Sea.  Tile  black  Guillemot  is  also  found  in  the 
North  Atlantic  and  Arctic  Oceans,  but  the 
Pig'eon  is  restricted  to  the  Pacific  sector.  Tbe 
Chukchi  is  the  only  area  where  the  two  species 
are  sympatric,  with  both  breeding  on  Herald 
and  Wrangel  Islands  and  at  Cape  Thompson. 
The  Pigeon  Guillemot  also  nests  in  the  Rering 
Strait  area  while  the  Rlack  Guillemot  is 
suspected  to  nest  near  tbe  Seahorse  Islands 
(Railey,  1048).  Rlack  Guillemots  have  recently 
taken  advantage  of  artificial  “burrows”  pro¬ 
vided  by  discarded  oil  drums  and  have  nested 
at  the  tip  of  Point  Harrow  (MacLcan  and 
Verbeek  19G8).  Swartz  (19GG)  found  fewer 
than  eight  pairs  of  either  species  breeding  at 
Cape  Thompson  but  guillemots  rarely  breed 


anywhere  in  dense  concentrations  They  are 
found  primarily  in  the  littoral  zone  during  the 
breeding  season  and  are  generally  found  in 
pelagic  situations  only  at  the  edge  of  the  pack 
ice  in  the  nonbreeding  season 

Some  Rlack  guillemots  probably  remain  in 
the  Chukchi  all  uniter,  for  specimens  have 
been  taken  in  almost  every  month  in  arctic 
Alaska  and  they  aie  present  whenever  there  is 
open  water  at  the  ice  edge.  Railev  (1948)  sug¬ 
gests  they  may  even  live  in  pressure  ridges 
under  the  ice. 

Summer  observers  in  the  Chukchi  give  con- 
flirting  reports  on  the  status  of  these  two 
sibling  species  that  are  not  easy  to  separate 
even  in  the  breeding  season.  Nelson  (1883) 
observed  both  species  and  considered  tbe 
Pigeon  Guillemot  to  be  the  more  common  of 
the  two.  lie  found  it  to  be  the  most  abundant 
bird  at  Herald  Island  where,  however,  he  also 
observed  numerous  Rlack  Guillemots.  Jacques 
(1930)  did  not  observe  the  Pigeon  Guillemot 
north  of  the  Diomede.s  but  found  the  Rlack 
Guillemot  common  north  of  G9  N.  He  found 
it  to  be  especially  abundant  at  Herald  Island 
and  at  the  edge  of  the  ice.  In  the  eastern 
Chukchi,  Swartz.  (19G7)  reported  only  the 
Pigeon  Guillemot.  One  of  two  sightings  was 
off  Cape  I.isburne  and  the  other  tit  the  edge  of 
the  pack  ice  at  70  50' N,  1 65  30'W. 

All  guillemots  we  observed  were  in  winter 
dress  and  were  identified  as  C.  prpllc  (figs.  2G 
and  32).  Tin*  only  possible  sighting  of  C. 
columba  was  an  immature  individual  west  of 
Cape  I.isburne.  Although  it  was  not  common 
at  Harrow,  a  Hoik  of  30  individuals  was  ob¬ 
served  in  that  area  Lesser  numbers  were  seen 
on  transects  I  8  from  Harrow  to  the  study 
area.  In  the  study  area,  the  great  majority  of 
observations  were  on  the  most  northerly  tran¬ 
sects  near  the  edge  of  the  pack  ice  with  the 
largest  concentrations  in  the  eastern  portion 
of  the  study  area  None  was  seen  in  the  Rering 
Strait. 

Fish  are  the  primary  food  of  guillemots,  but 
crustaceans  sometimes  also  constitute  a  large 
portion  of  tbe  diet.  The  stomachs  of  the  three 
Rlack  Guillemot  specimens  collected  (one  adult, 
two  immature;  table  II)  all  contained  remnants 
of  Arctic  Cod  (table  V )  One  also  contained 
four  crustaceans:  two  Ciammaracanf/nifi  lor- 
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icatus,  Gammanis  locusta  and  H’<  \jpr<  chtia 
pin  gius. 

Kittlitz’s  Mnrrelet  ( Rruchiiramphus 
brcvirostrc) 

Kittlitz’.s  Murrelet  breeds  in  .scattered  coastal 
locations  in  Alaska  from  Leconte  Bay  possibly 
north  to  Point  Barrow  and  on  the  Ohuckost 
Peninsula  in  Siberia  but  is  rare  north  of  the 
Bering  Strait,  Breeding  of  this  inconspicuous 
species  probably  has  been  overlooked  by  in¬ 
vestigators,  Brower  took  many  specimens  at 
Barrow  from  August  to  October  but.  although 
Bailey  (1918)  believed  suitable  nesting  sites 
existed  between  the  Seahorse  Islands  and  Bar- 
row.  there  is  still  no  proof  of  nesting.  The  only 
previous  pelagic  observations  are  those  re¬ 
ported  by  Swartz  (19G7):  three  sightings, 
totalling  four  birds,  north  of  Cape  Lisbur,ie. 
Little  is  known  of  the  migration  of  the  species. 
There  are  no  winter  records,  and  the  latest 
specific  fall  record  for  Barrow,  is  one  collected 
by  Brower  1  October  1927  (Field  Museum 
siHJcimen) . 

We  recorded  If)  sightings  of  Kittlitz’s  Mur¬ 
relet  between  21  September  and  8  October, 
eight  of  them  between  Barrow  and  Icy  Cape 
(fig.  38).  The  remainder  was  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  study  area.  It  was  never  abundant, 
with  12  of  the  sightings  being  of  three  or  less 
individuals.  Small  numbers  were  also  seen  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  Bering  Strait  on  18 
October  (fig.  3-1).  These  observations  probably 
are  now  the  latest  on  record  for  Kittlitz’s  Mur¬ 
relet  in  Alaska.  Little  is  known  about  the  food 
habits  of  this  species  though  invertebrates 
probably  constitute  most,  if  not  all,  of  its  food. 

Parakeet  Auklet  (Cyclorrhynchus  psittaculu ) 

The  Parakeet  Auklet  breeds  near  the  Bering 
Strait  and  the  Aleutian  Islands.  Small  nesting 
colonies  occur  on  the  Siberian  coast  in  the 
western  Chukchi  Sea  (Kosiova,  19G1)  hut  none 
on  the  Alaska  Chukchi  coast.  Jacques  (1930) 
saw  several  flocks  of  small  auklets  at  G9  10'  N. 
170  00' W  on  H  August  which  may  have  in¬ 
cluded  this  species.  Grinned  (1900)  found  it 
common  in  Kotzebue  Sound  on  1  June  but 
Swartz  (19G7)  reported  only  one  sighting  of 
several  individuals  there  in  August.  There  are 
only  three  records  for  Barrow:  12  September 
189G  (Seale,  1898),  3  October  1932,  and  27 


July  1912  (Bailey,  1918).  The  species  winters 
in  variable  numbers  ofT  the  Pacific  coasts  of 
Canada  and  the  United  States,  but  little  is 
known  of  its  migration. 

We  observed  three  individuals  in  the  study 
area  at  G9  17' N,  1G7  50'  W  on  9  October 
(fig.  11).  A  single  bird  was  seen  in  the  Bering 
Strait  on  18  October  (fig,  12). 

The  Parakeet  Anklet  feeds  by  diving  for 
planktonic  amphipods,  arrow  worms,  fish 
larvae,  polychactes,  and  cephalopoda  (Bedard, 
19G9) . 

Crested  Auklet  (Aitkin  cristatella) 

The  Crested  Auklet  has  the  same  breeding 
range  as  the  Parakeet  Auklet ;  it  is  one  of  the 
most  abundant  species  breeding  on  the 
Diomedes  but  is  not  known  to  breed  in  Alaska 
north  of  the  Bering  Strait.  Bailey  (19-18)  listed 
a  number  of  summer  records  for  Barrow  and 
believed  a  few  individuals  might  nest  on  arctic 
coastal  boulder  fields.  Nelson  (1883)  observed 
a  small  number  at  Herald  and  Wrangel  Islands. 
Jacques’  (1930)  only  possible  sighting  was  of 
unspecified  auklets  at  G9  10' N,  170°00'  W  14 
August.  Swartz  (19G7)  had  two  sightings  18 
miles  west  of  Cape  Thompson.  The  Crested 
Anklet  winters  in  ice-free  waters  from  the 
Bering  Strait  southward,  especially  near  the 
Pribilofs,  Aleutians,  and  Kodiak. 

Seven  of  our  12  sightings  were  northeast  of 
the  study  area  between  Barrow  and  Icy  Cape 
(fig.  3G).  The  largest  concentration  was  a 
group  of  more  than  100  individuals  swimming 
among  ice  cakes  suggesting  a  considerable 
northward  movement  after  breeding.  This  is 
the  only  ale  id  in  which  a  large  flock  (30  indi¬ 
viduals)  was  observed  sitting  on  the  ice.  None 
was  observed  after  27  September. 

No  specimens  were  collected.  Studies  during 
the  breeding  season  base  found  herbivorous 
zooplankton  (Gntmius  and  Tliiismiorssn)  to  he 
the  primary  food  (Bedard,  19G9). 

Horned  Puflin  (Frntcrculn  coniiculatn) 

The  Horned  Puflin  is  a  north  Pacific  species 
found  breeding  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  from  the 
Bering  Strait  north  to  Cape  Lisburne.  Nelson 
(1883)  and  Jacques  (1930)  reported  it  from 
Herald  Island  hut  there  are  no  definite  breed¬ 
ing  records.  Swartz  (19GG)  found  950  pairs 
breeding  at  the  Cape  Thompson  clifTs  in  19G0 
Summer  observers  have  reported  Horned 
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Puffins  primarily  from  Point  Hope  and  Kotze¬ 
bue  Sound.  Swartz  (1967)  thought  they  prob¬ 
ably  utilized  the  same  feeding  areas  as  murres. 
They  winter  in  ice-free  waters  in  and  somewhat 
south  of  the  breeding  grounds. 

We  identified  Horned  Puffins  only  on  the 
most  westerly  transects  in  the  study  area  (fur. 
31).  They  appeared  to  out  number  murres 
though  the  difficulty  in  separating  murres  and 
Horned  Puffins  at  a  distance  did  not  allow 
accurate  estimation  of  relative  numbers  (see 
also  fig.  30).  One  was  seen  in  the  Rering  Strait 
(fiff.  12). 

Small  fish  constitute  the  lull k  of  the  diet  of 
this  diving  species  although  it  probably  also 
takes  some  crustaceans. 

Snowy  Owl  (Nyctea  scandiaca ) 

While  passing  through  the  Bering  Strait 
within  sight  of  both  Alaska  and  Siberian  coasts 
on  18  October  we  observed  Snowy  Owls  nine 
times  in  about  four  hours  (fig.  35).  Though  only 
one  bird  was  observed  at  a  given  time,  dif¬ 
ferences  in  plumage  and  direction  of  flight 
indicated  that  at  least  four  individuals  were 
involved.  Glaucous  Gulls  and  Kittiwakes  drove 
the  owls  away  from  the  ship;  otherwise,  they 
might  have  landed  in  the  rigging.  Snowy  Owls 
are  resident  in  arctic  Alaska  but  in  years  of 
lemming  scarcity  they  may  irrupt  southwards. 

Raven  (Corvus  corax) 

On  17  October.  10  miles  west  of  Cape  Lis- 
burne,  a  Raven  flew  over  the  ship  (fig.  11). 
This  species  is  a  year-round  resident  through¬ 
out  arctic  Alaska. 

Yellow  Wagtail  (Motacilla  flora) 

A  Yellow  Wagtail  in  winter  dress  landed  on 
the  deck  of  the  ship  in  the  Rering  Strait  20 
miles  east  of  East  Cape  on  18  October  and 
remained  aboard  for  about  5  minutes  (fig.  11) 
The  Yellow  Wagtail  is  an  Old  World  species 
that  has  become  established  in  western  and 
northern  Alaska.  Individuals  migrate  across 
the  Bering  Strait  in  the  spring  and  fall  and 
four  previous  pelagic  observations  have  been 
reported  for  this  region.  On  Cook's  last  voyage 
one  was  reported  in  the  Bering  Strait  at 
GG°00'  N  on  3  September  1778  (Stresemann. 
19*19).  Swartz  (19G7)  reported  three  observa¬ 
tions  for  the  Chukchi  Sea;  one  off  Point  hay 
on  7  August  and  two  southwest  of  Point  Hope 


on  10  and  13  August.  Our  sighting  is  an  ex¬ 
tremely  late  date  for  this  area;  most  individ¬ 
uals  leave  Alaska  in  Inte  August  and  early 
September. 

Savannah  Sparrow  ( Passaculus 
samlwicliensis) 

The  Savannah  Sparrow  commonly  breeds 
inland  on  the  tundra  and  less  frequently  on  the 
arctic  coast  of  Alaska.  An  individual  of  this 
species  was  collected  by  marine  science  tech¬ 
nicians  aboard  the  GLACIER  at  72  59'  N, 
167  36'  W,  110  miles  from  the  nearest  land 
on  G  September.  On  21  September  a  bird,  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  this  species,  circled  the  ship  10 
miles  northwest  of  Wainwright  (tig.  14). 

Snow  Bunting  ( Plcctroplmiax  nivalis) 

A  (lock  of  15  Snow  Buntings  was  feeding  on 
Beach  Ryegrass  (Eltjmus  mollis)  on  the  snow- 
covered  frozen  beach  at  Point  Lay  on  2G  Sep¬ 
tember.  Six  specimens,  one  an  immature,  were 
collected  (table  II).  This  species  was  not  ob¬ 
served  on  the  second  visit  to  Point  Lay  on  5 
October  when  more  snow  covered  the  ground. 
Most  Snow  Buntings  leave  arctic  Alaska  on 
migration  by  mid-September. 

Polar  Bear  (Thalarctos  ursinus) 

Polar  Bears  live  largely  on  heavy  pack  ice 
and  in  nearby  water  and  are  therefore  absent 
from  the  southern  Chukchi  during  the  ice-free 
summer  months  when  they  move  north  with 
the  drifting  pack.  They  are  most  common  dur¬ 
ing  winter  when  they  are  hunted  by  eskimos 
and  sportsmen.  The  populations  are  apparently 
declining  because  of  increased  trophy  hunting 
from  airplanes.  Gravid  females  retire  inland 
during  winter  where  they  whelp  and,  in  Inte 
March,  they  and  their  cubs  join  the  solitary 
males  and  barren  females  on  the  ice. 

We  observed  Polar  Bears  on  four  occasions 
either  on  the  pack  ice  or  swimming  near  it. 
Two  single  individuals  were  seen  near  Point 
Barrow  25  September.  Three  bears,  presumably 
a  mother  and  two  nearly  full  grown  immatures 
were  at  71  08'  N,  158  55'  W  the  following  day 
(fig.  37),  and  while  on  our  deepest  penetration 
into  the  pack  ice  we  saw  another  single  bear  at 
70  34' N,  IG3  16’  W  on  1  October. 

Polar  Bears  feed  on  Seals,  young  Walruses, 
fish,  and  carrion  that  they  find  on  the  ice  or  in 
nearby  waters. 


Walrus  (Oilohenus  r  os  in  a  run) 

The  shallow  waters  of  the  Chukchi  Sea  are 
the  main  summer  ground  of  the  Walrus  in  the 
F’ncilic  sector  Most  females  and  young  stay  in 
the  western  Chukchi  while  the  majority  of  in¬ 
dividuals  in  the  area  of  Harrow  are  males.  The 
species  is  unusual  east  of  Harrow  Walrus  move 
north  in  the  spring  and  early  summer  on  ice 
lloes  reaching  Point  Harrow  in  mid-July  and 
start  their  southward  migration  toward  the 
Hering  Sea  in  mid-September  (Hrooks,  1951). 

We  observed  Walrus  primarily  in  the  north¬ 
east  portion  of  the  study  area  (fig.  38).  All 
large  groups  were  seen  in  ice  areas  and  most 
were  hauled  out  on  ice  fioes  (fig.  3'.)).  The 
largest  single  sighting  was  of  a  loose  concen¬ 
tration  of  approximately  525  individuals  seen 
25  miles  northwest  of  Point  Lay.  We  observed 
females  with  small  young  on  six  occasions 
throughout  the  cruise. 

Walrus  feed  by  foraging  in  water  up  to  Ift 
fathoms  deep  for  benthic  organisms,  par¬ 
ticularly  bivalve  molluscs,  other  invertebrates 
and  occasionally  Arctic  Cod.  At  Harrow  the 
mollusc  Mm  trunenta  is  their  primary  food 
(Hrooks,  I95<).  They  stir  up  bottom  sediments 
with  their  tusks,  sort  out  food  with  their  lips 
and  whiskers  and  presumably  suck  out  the 
contents  rejecting  the  shells. 

Seals  ( Phocidar) 

Seals  were  seen  throughout  the  cruise 
though  few  were  observed  well  enough  to  be 
reliably  identified  to  species  (fig.  10).  The 
Harbor  (Phnca  citulina),  Hinged  (Puna 
h  in  pith ) ,  Ribbon  (Uistriopltoca  fanciata)  and 
Hoarded  Seals  (Erignathus  barbntm)  are 
found  in  the  Chukchi  all  year  with  the  Hinged 
Seal  being  the  most  common  and  the  Ribbon 
only  a  rare  vagrant. 

The  three  common  Chukchi  species  appear  to 
be  ecologically  distinct.  The  Harbor  Seal  is  an 
inshore  species  frequenting  estuaries  and  sand 
bars.  It  avoids  heavy  ice  and  feeds  largely  on 
fish,  the  species  varying  seasonally.  Presum¬ 
ably  seals  seen  in  the  open  waters  of  the  la¬ 
goons  and  near  the  barrier  beach  at  Point  Lay 
on  26  September  and  5  October  were  this 
species.  The  Hinged  Seal  frequents  open  water 
leads  in  areas  of  fast  ice  but  avoids  the  open 
sea  and  floating  ice.  It  feeds  on  small  pelagic 
crustaceans  and  to  a  lesser  extent  on  fish  in¬ 


cluding  Arctic  Cod.  The  many  seals  observed 
swimming  near  ice  offshore  were  identified  as 
this  species.  The  Resided  Seal  inhabits  shallow 
waters  near  coasts  and  unlike  the  other  two 
species,  displays  little  gregariousness  Individ¬ 
uals  rest  on  beaches  and  ice  floes  and  although 
they  do  not  migrate,  they  tend  to  move  north 
and  south  with  the  drifting  ice.  Their  food 
consists  of  benthic  organisms-crustaceans, 
liolot hurians,  clams,  snails,  whelks,  octopus, 
and  bottom  fish.  The  majority  of  the  numerous 
individuals  that  were  hauled  out  on  the  ice  on 
transects  late  in  the  cruise  was  identified  ns 
Hoarded  Seals  on  the  basis  of  muzzle  shape.  No 
Ribbon  Seals  were  seen  on  the  cruise. 

Whales  ( Critical) 

We  observed  whales  on  only  three  occasions 
during  the  cruise  At  71  08'  N,  158° 55'  W  on 
21  September  and  at  70  31'  N.  163°16'W  oa 
1  October  we  tentatively  identified  single  indi¬ 
viduals  as  Rowhead  Whales  (liaUicna  hij/.s- 
ticctnn ).  Roth  were  near  pack  ice.  A  group  of 
five  to  eight  Killer  Whales  (Orcimis  area)  was 
observed  in  a  lead  in  the  ice  at  70°05'  N, 
168  53' W  on  8  October  pursuing  a  female 
Walrus  with  a  young  one  on  her  back. 

The  Rowhead  Whale  is  associated  with  ice 
and  is  present  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  during  the 
winter,  but  tends  to  move  even  further  north 
in  the  summer.  It  is  hunted  by  the  eskimos  but 
is  protected  from  commercial  exploitation. 
During  the  summer  this  baleen  species,  which 
feeds  on  small  planktonic  organisms,  is  re¬ 
placed  by  the  Grey  Whale,  Esclinchtius  < iib- 
hosun  in  the  Chukchi.  This  latter  species 
presumably  already  had  migrated  south  in  late 
September  for  we  saw  none  during  the  cruise. 
A  few  Killer  Whales  presumably  stay  in  the 
Chukchi  nil  year  wherever  there  is  open  water. 
They  travel  in  groups  and  feed  on  seals,  young 
Walruses  and  even  porpoises  and  other  whales. 

MIGRATION  AND  HOST  HHKKDING 
niSRKRSAI.  MOVEMENTS 

We  saw  no  shearwaters  or  fulmars,  except  in 
the  Hering  Strait,  no  pond  ducks  nor  geese,  no 
shorehirds  save  phnlaropes,  no  Arctic  Terns, 
and  no  Grey  Whales — all  species  that  have  been 
commonly  recorded  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  by  other 
observers  earlier  in  the  season.  The  only 
Sabine's  Gulls  that  we  saw  there  were  in  the 
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Bnrrow  area  early  in  the  cruise.  Jaegers  and 
phalaropes  were  infrequent  and  generally  seen 
only  during  the  first  2  weeks  of  the  cruise  in 
t he  study  area.  Fewer  Kittiwnkes  were  seen 
than  had  been  found  by  other  observers.  On 
the  other  hand,  among  the  birds  we  saw  most 
commonly  was  Ross'  Gull,  an  arctic  species 
that  does  not  breed  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  at  all, 
and  the  Ivory  Gull  that  breeds  only  on  Herald 
Island  in  the  western  Chukchi.  Many  of  the 
loons,  Oldsquaw  and  eider  ducks,  Glaucous 
Gulls,  and  alcids  were  well  offshore  in  relative 
abundance,  farther  from  land  than  one  would 
expect  from  other  published  accounts. 

All  of  these  distribution  anomalies  were  the 
result  of  various  sorts  of  seasonal  movements. 
Southward  fall  migration  had  already  taken 
place  or  was  well  advanced  in  the  less  tolerant 
species  that  feed  or  breed  in  the  arctic  but  move 
to  temperate  latitudes  with  the  onset  of  cold 
weather  in  the  fall  These  included  the  Slender- 
billed  Shearwater,  Northern  Fulmar,  most 
ducks,  gtcse,  phalaropes,  jaegers.  Sabine's 
Gull,  Arctic  Tern,  and  Grey  Whale.  East-west 
dispersal  or  migration  accounted  for  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  Ivory  and  Ross’  Gulls  in  the  Chukcni 
where  they  may  winter  among  the  open  leads 
in  the  pack  ice.  Post-season  dispersal  of  birds 
that  were  released  from  dependence  on  land  for 
rearing  young  probably  accounts  for  the 
pelagic  records  of  a  number  of  species  that  we 
recorded,  but  which  were  not  regularly  re¬ 
corded  far  from  land  during  the  breeding  sum¬ 
mer  season.  These  include  the  Oldsquaw  and 
eiders,  Glaucous  Gull,  murres,  guillemots  and 
Horned  Puffin.  The  Parakeet  and  Crested 
Auklets  were  present  considerably  north  of 
their  breeding  grounds,  the  latter  species  in 
relative  abundance.  This  post-breeding  disper¬ 
sal  spreads  predation  pressure  on  prey  species 
over  a  much  greater  range,  at  a  time  when  food 
may  start  to  become  scarce,  than  during  the 
breeding  season,  at  the  height  of  plankton  and 
fish  abundance. 

ICE  AFFINITIES 

Ice  was  a  major  factor  affecting  the  distribu¬ 
tion  and  abundance  of  some  species  in  the  study 
area.  Guillemots,  for  instance,  were  found  al¬ 
most  exclusively  at  the  edge  of  the  pack  ice 
(figs.  26  and  32).  Some  of  the  gulls,  likewise, 
were  more  abundant  near  the  ice  than  in  open 


water.  In  order  to  assess  the  significance  of  the 
affect  of  ice  on  the  distribution  of  gulls, 
watches  were  divided  into  two  categories  ;  those 
with  ice  and  those  in  open  water  in  which  no 
ice  was  visible  from  the  ship.  The  categories 
were  tested  statistically  by  X  -  (chi  square) 
(table  IV).  Watches  in  heavy  fog  or  those  in 
new  or  grease  ice  were  presumed  atypical  and 
were  not  included  in  the  totals. 

On  transects  Ivory  and  Ross’  Gulls  showed  a 
decided  preference  for  ice  areas  while  the 
Glaucous  Gull  showed  no  significant  preference, 
and  the  Kittiwake  was  found  primarily  in  open 
water.  At  stations  Glaucous,  Ivory  and  Ross’ 
Gulls  showed  no  significant  preference,  and 
Kittiwakes  avoided  ice.  The  partly  contradic¬ 
tory  results  may  be  the  resemblance  of  a  white 
icebreaker  to  ice  or  the  natural  attraction  of 
gulls  to  a  standing  ship.  Observations  from  a 
moving  ship,  therefore,  probably  provide  a 
better  indication  of  a  species’  ice  affinities  than 
those  from  a  standing  ship. 

The  presence  of  very  and  Ross'  Gulls  in  ice 
areas  is  not  surpt.sing  in  that  both  species 
spend  much  of  the  year  in  the  pack  ice  and  are 
adapted  to  feeding  on  organisms  found  at  the 
surface  in  ice  areas.  Furthermore,  ice  may 
provide  secure  roosting  and  resting  sites  for 
these  two  species  (fig.  2-1).  The  Ivory  Gull  was 
only  rarely  seen  swimming,  but  it  frequently 
perched  on  ice  cakes  (fig.  20).  That  ice  had 
little  affect  on  the  distribution  of  Glaucous 
Gulls  probably  is  due  to  its  association  with 
land  and  its  relatively  unspecialized  feeding 
habits.  The  preference  of  Kittiwakes  for  open 
water  could  not  be  due  tr'  the  presence  of  food, 
since  the  Arctic  Cod,  Borrnpndua  saida,  the 
only  food  item  found  in  their  stomachs,  occurs 
closer  to  the  sin  ice  in  ice  areas,  The  Kittiwake 
was  the  only  gull  whose  flying  ability  was  not 
visibly  hindered  by  high  winds  that  we  en¬ 
countered  on  many  of  the  open  water  watches, 
and  there  is  no  evidence  that  this  pelagic 
species  needs  land  or  ice  for  roosting  outside 
the  breeding  season. 

FOOD  HABITS 

Although  a  number  of  species  of  diverse 
families  of  marine  birds  occurs  in  the  Chukchi 
Sea  in  fall,  the  primary  foods  of  all  but  the 
ducks  are  pelagic  crustaceans  and  small  fish, 
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mninly  Arctic  Cod,  Horcogadits  sairfn  (table 
V).  The  methods  used  by  various  predator 
species  to  capture  their  prey,  and  the  depths  at 
which  they  feed,  differ  (table  VI),  so  that  they 
may  not  be  in  competition  for  the  same  food 
resource.  It  is  not  known,  however,  whether 
predation  by  hipher  vertebrates  constitutes  a 
significant  factor  that  might  limit  populations 
of  invertebrates  and  fish  in  t ho  Chukchi  (Quast 
in  preparation). 

ABUNDANCE 

We  have  not  yet  attempted  to  convert  our 
line  transect  counts  of  the  birds  and  mammals 
we  observed  into  estimates  of  total  population. 
Such  estimates  from  line  transect  data  of  at- 
sea  observations  are  froupht  with  hazards 
(Yapp  1 955,  Bailey  I%o)  The  major  prob¬ 
lems  are  the  near  impossibility  of  estimating 
distance  from  a  moving  ship  and  the  differen¬ 
tial  visibility  of  various  species.  For  instance, 
a  Walrus  or  seal  on  a  cake  of  ice  is  visible  at 
a  greater  distance  than  one  in  the  water.  A 
single  adult  Boss'  Gull  fly  i  up  is  far  more  diffi¬ 
cult  to  see  than  a  Glaucous  Gull  or  a  flying  loon. 
Small  anklets  may  be  virtually  invisible  when 
swimming  in  rouph  water,  but  are  conspicuous 
durinp  flat  calms.  This  makes  both  our  counts 
of  birds  seen,  and  any  estimates  of  birds  per 
unit  area  based  on  them,  somewhat  suspect. 
Secondly,  in  order  to  convert  line  transect  data 
to  absolute  tensity,  one  needs  to  assume  that 
birds  are  distributed  at  random.  This  is  pre¬ 
sumably  so  for  species  that  pay  little  attention 
to  ships,  such  as  alcids  or  loons,  but  is  not  so 
for  birds  that  are  attracted  to  ships  or  follow 
in  the  wake,  such  as  pulls.  We  used  only  the 
larpest  count  of  pulls  on  each  station  or  each 
20-minute  transect  interval  for  just  this  rea¬ 
son.  The  same  is  true  if  the  environment  is  not 
uniform  as  in  the  study  area  where  some 
species  were  more  common  near  shore  than  far 
out  at  sea,  while  others  conprepnted  near  ice. 
Miprntinp  flocks  passinp  throuph  an  area,  like¬ 
wise,  do  not  constitute  random  distribution. 
Some  of  the  larpe  flocks  of  Oldsquaw  and  eiders 
that  we  saw  were  probably  mipratinp  and  were 
a  part  of  the  local  population  one  hour  and 
pone  the  next.  Good  statistical  methods  have 
not  yet  been  devised  to  account  for  ail  of  these 
variables. 
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On  the  other  hand,  it  should  be  possible  to 
compare  line  transect  counts  made  under 
similar  environmental  conditions  at  different 
times  in  the  same  area  in  order  to  obtain  esti¬ 
mates  of  relative  abundance  in  different  sea¬ 
sons  (see  also  Bailey  I960,  appendix).  One  can, 
therefore,  compare  abundance  between  species 
such  as  the  Kittiwakc  and  Ross'  Gull,  or  be¬ 
tween  areas.  Such  analyses  are  beinp  pursued 
by  Divoky. 

At  any  rate,  it  is  apparent  that  considerable 
numbers  of  birds  and  mammals  of  some  species 
are  present  in  the  Chukchi  Sen  at  this  time  of 
the  year.  A  significant  fraction  of  the  world 
population  of  Boss’  Gull  probably  nvprates 
throuph  or  winters  in  the  Chukchi.  We  saw 
numerous  larpe  pods  of  Walrus.  In  one  re¬ 
stricted  area  we  are  sure  that  over  500  were 
present  (October  -1)  because  we  saw  almost  all 
of  them  at  the  same  time.  Estimates  of  the 
combined  total  population  of  Pacific  Walrus, 
both  Siberian  and  Alaskan  (0.  r.  direrfjcm) 
ranpe  between  20.000  and  70,000  (Kinp  19G4, 
Johnson  ct  nl,  19GG).  Our  observation  that  day, 
therefore,  may  have  included  between  1/60  and 
1/M0  of  all  the  individuals  of  the  subspecies  in 
the  world. 

The  resident  populations  of  birds  and  mam¬ 
mals  in  the  Chukchi  may  be  neither  larpe  nor 
concentrated,  except  in  inshore  waters  or  near 
the  cliffs  at  Cape  Lisburne  durinp  breedinp. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Chukchi  serves  as  an 
important  mipratory  pathway  for  the  marine 
species  and  many  ducks,  peese,  and  shorebirds 
that  breed  east  of  Point  Barrow  and  miprate 
to  the  Berinp  Sea  or  Pacific  Ocean.  In  addition, 
it  serves  as  a  temporary  post-nuptial  feedinp 
pround  for  some  species  that  breed  further 
south.  Even  durinp  September  and  October  we 
found  that  considerable  numbers  of  some 
species  of  marine  birds  and  mammals  were 
usinp  the  area  and  we  conclude  that  larpe  scale 
pollution  in  the  area,  in  any  season,  could  have 
an  important  effect  on  the  hipher  vertebrates. 
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Diomedes 


Cape  Prince  of  Wales 


Transect  42 


Figure  2. — Transect  42  through  Bering  Strait  during  daylight  hours  of  18  Oct, 
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Fulmarus  glacialis 


'Distribution  of  Northern  Fulmar  In  Bering  Strait,  18  October  1970. 
Abundance  key  applies  to  nil  other  Bering  Strait  maps. 


Distribution 


Uncommon  species 

O  Gavia  itnmsr 
•  Phalacrocorax  pelaglcus 
0  Phalaropus  fulicarius 
4  Storcorarius  pomarinus 
□  Cyclorrhynchus  psittacula 
■  Fratercula  corniculata 
a  Motaciila  (lava 


Figure  12. — Distribution  of  uncommon  species  in  Bering  Strnit,  18  Oct.  1970 


■Distribution  of  Glaucous  Gull  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburne,  22  September— 17  October  1970. 
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Distribution  of  Herrinp  Cull  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburne,  22  September-17  October  1970. 
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Distribution  of  Ross’  Gull  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburnc,  22  September-17  October  1970 
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((lire  26. — Immature  Hoi 


tribution  of  rnurres  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburne,  22  September— 17  October  1970.  See  also  Figure  30. 


Large  black  and  white  akids 


Distribution  of  large  black  anti  while  aleids  off  Cape  LiBburnc. 
September— 1 7  October  1970.  See  also  Figures  29  and  31. 


Fratercula  corniculata 


ure  31. — Distribution  of  Horned  Puffin  off  Cope  Lisburne. 
25  September- 17  October  1970.  Sec  also  Figure  30. 
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Distribution  of  Walrus  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisburne,  22  September-17  October  1970 


Figure  39. — A  pod  of  at  least  57  Walrus  on  ice  cake. 


Distribution  of  seals  from  Point  Barrow  to  Cape  Lisbume,  22  September-17  October  1970. 


Appendix  A — Data 


I.  Environmental  conditions  on  transects  and  stations  .. 

II.  Bird  specimens  collected  in  the  Chukchi  Sea . 

III.  Flocking  of  gulls  on  transects  and  stations  . 

IV.  Ice  affinities  of  gulls . . . 

V.  Stomach  contents  of  birds  collected  in  Chukchi  Sea  .. 

VI.  Methods  of  feeding  of  Chukchi  seabirds  in  the  fall 
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time 

Position 

N.  Lat.  W.  Long 

Wind 
Dir.  Vel 

(kts) 

Cloud 

Tenths 

cover 

Type 

Temperature  *C 

Air  Sea  surf 

Waves 
Hgt.  Ft. 

Visibility 

(miles) 

altost. 

0900 

71°08' 

157”09' 

013 

7 

10 

cirrost. 

-4.7 

-0.4 

_  _ 

7 

1200 

71-05' 

168”32' 

200 

10 

10 

stcu. 

-3.7 

0.4 

_ 

7 

1600 

71”00' 

169-09' 

182 

14 

10 

stcu. 

-2.7 

0.5 

_ 

6 

1800 

70-42' 

160”19' 

046 

4 

10 

stcu. 

-0.15 

-0.9 

_  _ 

7 

2100 

70”43' 

160-67' 

080 

9 

10 

stcu. 

-0.4 

0.2 

_  . 

7 

26  September  1970 

9 

0735-1036 

8 

1036-2359 

0600 

70-18' 

163-07' 

070 

3 

4 

stcu. 

-0.6 

3.9 

— 

7 

0900 

69”65' 

163-68' 

000 

0 

2 

altost. 

0.0 

4.4 

7 

1200 

69”46' 

163°33' 

230 

2 

4 

cum. 

2.1 

3.4 

01 

7 

1600 

69”46' 

163-33' 

232 

16 

9 

stcu. 

2.7 

3.4 

02 

7 

1800 

69”45' 

163”33' 

236 

22 

10 

stcu. 

3.2 

3.4 

03 

6 

2100 

69”46' 

163-33' 

316 

15 

10 

stcu. 

0.1 

3.3 

03 

6 

26  September  1970 

8 

0000-2369 

0000 

69°46' 

163°33' 

367 

18 

10 

stcu. 

0.6 

3.3 

__ 

6 

0300 

69”45' 

163-33' 

330 

13 

6 

stcu. 

-1.9 

3.4 

_ 

7 

0600 

69”46' 

163”33' 

310 

14 

10 

stcu. 

-3.1 

3.4 

__ 

7 

0900 

69”46' 

163-33' 

330 

16 

10 

stcu. 

-4.6 

3.6 

03 

7 

1200 

69”46' 

163”33' 

320 

11 

10 

stcu. 

-4.3 

3.6 

00 

6 

1600 

69”46' 

163-33' 

363 

9 

10 

stcu. 

-3.7 

3.3 

03 

6 

1800 

69”46' 

163°33' 

367 

3 

10 

stcu. 

-4.1 

3.5 

03 

6 

2100 

69”46' 

163-33' 

313 

2 

10 

stcu. 

-3.9 

3.4 

02 

7 

27  September  1970 

10 

0860-1110 

8 

0000- 

-0860 

11 

1130-1460 

9 

1620- 

-2111 

0000 

69”46' 

163-33' 

294 

4 

10 

stcu. 

-3.2 

3.4 

_ 

6 

0300 

69”45' 

163°33' 

340 

13 

10 

stcu. 

-4.0 

3.6 

__ 

7 

0600 

69”46' 

163-33' 

340 

4 

10 

stcu. 

-4.0 

3.6 

_ 

7 

0900 

69°45' 

163-33' 

300 

11 

10 

stcu. 

-4.9 

3.6 

7 

1200 

69-61' 

164-51' 

330 

8 

10 

stcu. 

-6.8 

4.0 

01 

6 

1600 

70-09' 

166°02' 

323 

21 

10 

stcu. 

-6.6 

2.8 

01 

6 

1800 

70-08' 

166-68' 

340 

20 

10 

stcu. 

-6.7 

1.7 

6 

2100 

70-08' 

166”58' 

006 

6 

10 

stcu. 

-6.9 

0.2 

7 

28  Septemb 

er  1970 

12 

1346-1445 

11 

0730-1216 

12 

1606-1934 

0900 

70-19' 

166-46' 

330 

2 

10 

stcu. 

-7.1 

-0.2 

_ 

7 

1200 

70-19' 

165-45' 

330 

3 

10 

stcu. 

-7.2 

-0.1 

7 

168 


Local 

time 

Position 

N.  Lat.  W.  Long 

Wind 

Dir.  Ve! 

(kts) 

Cloud 

Tenths 

cover 

Type 

Temperature  *C  Waves 

Air  Sea  surt  Hgt.  Ft. 

Visibility 

(miles) 

1500 

70°26' 

166°24' 

354 

20 

10 

stcu. 

-8.3 

-0.1 

7 

1800 

70°25' 

166°  24' 

318 

3 

10 

stcu. 

-8.6 

-1.2 

5 

29  September  1970 

13 

0810-1116 

16 

1416-1749 

14 

1220-1400 

0900 

70°17' 

166°02' 

840 

7 

10 

fog 

-7.8 

0.0 

% 

1200 

70°17' 

165°09' 

380 

2 

10 

altost. 

-7.2 

1.9 

7 

1600 

70°18' 

164°41' 

811 

11 

10 

stcu. 

-6.6 

1  1 

7 

1800 

70°18' 

164°41' 

337 

12 

10 

stcu. 

-6.7 

0.1 

7 

30  September  1970 

15 

1116-1400 

18 

0740-1066 

19 

1436-1640 

0900 

70°21' 

164°09' 

290 

8 

10 

altocu. 

-7.2 

1.6 

7 

1200 

70°21' 

164°09' 

310 

18 

10 

altost. 

-6.6 

1.7 

7 

1600 

70“22' 

163-16' 

310 

5 

9 

altocu. 

-9.8 

1.7 

7 

1  October  1970 

16 

1240-1446 

20 

0736-1240 

21 

1446-1745 

0600 

70  “28' 

163-07' 

290 

7 

10 

stcu. 

-9.6 

-1.2 

7 

0900 

70°26' 

162-63' 

310 

4 

10 

nmbst, 

-9.3 

0.2 

7 

1200 

70°26' 

162-63' 

310 

3 

10 

nmbst. 

-8.4 

0.4 

7 

1600 

70°36' 

163-16' 

296 

4 

10 

stcu, 

-6.9 

-1.1 

7 

1800 

70°36' 

163-16' 

314 

4 

6 

altocu. 

-10.0 

-1.2 

7 

2  October  1970 

17 

0840-1050 

23 

1050-1450 

18 

1620-1700 

24 

1720-1845 

19 

1910-1940 

0900 

70°18' 

163-18' 

290 

2 

10 

stcu. 

-8.4 

-0.7 

7 

1200 

70°  23' 

162-24' 

270 

3 

10 

stcu. 

-7.7 

-1.0 

7 

altocu. 

1600 

70°  23' 

162-24' 

287 

5 

2 

stcu. 

-9.1 

-1.1 

7 

altocu. 

1800 

70°09' 

162-52' 

334 

2 

4 

stcu. 

-7.6 

0.2 

7 

3  October  1970 

20 

0760-0946 

0900 

70°12' 

162°69' 

000 

0 

10 

4  October  1970 

fog 

9.4 

-1.1 

Mo 

21 

1300-1605 

28 

0820-1240 

29 

1505-2015 

0900 

69°69' 

163-14' 

120 

4 

10 

fog 

-6.2 

1.1 

Ms 

1200 

69°69' 

163°14' 

110 

3 

8 

altcu. 

-6.6 

1.2 

5 

1600 

70°06' 

164°02' 

000 

0 

10 

stcu. 

-0.1 

0.2 

4 

1800 

70°06' 

164°02' 

120 

8 

10 

stcu. 

-2.6 

2.2 

4 

2100 

70°06' 

164-02' 

104 

11 

10 

stcu. 

-2.3 

2.2 

Mi 

6  October  1970 

31 

800-1966 

0900 

69°44' 

163°33' 

060 

4 

6 

altcu. 

stcu. 

-3.9 

0.9  3 

6 

1200 

69°44' 

163-33' 

100 

10 

0 

clear 

-6.1 

0.8 

7 

1600 

69°44' 

163°33' 

079 

12 

0 

clear 

-3.9 

1.3 

7 

1800 

69°44' 

163-33' 

079 

19 

0 

clear 

-3.9 

1.2 

6 

6  October  1970 

22 

1126-1305 

34 

0840-1120 

23 

1600-1725 

0900 

69°56' 

164-54' 

050 

26 

10 

stcu. 

-6,0 

2.8 

7 

1200 

69°58' 

165-12' 

060 

24 

10 

stcu, 

-6.3 

3.3  6 

6 

1600 

70°01' 

165-34' 

044 

26 

10 

stcu. 

-5.8 

2.7  6 

6 

1800 

70°07' 

166-13' 

040 

27 

9 

stcu. 

-9.2 

2.3  7 

3 

7  October  1970 

24 

25 


1230-1310 

1730-1850 


40 


1345-1640 


Local 

time 


Position 

N.  Lat.  W  Long 


Wind  Cloud  cover 

Dir,  Vel  (kts)  Tenths  Type 


Temperature  °C 
Air  Sea  surf 


Waves  Visibility 
Hgt.  Ft.  (miles) 


1200 

70°08' 

167-07' 

1600 

70°18' 

166”67' 

1800 

70°19' 

167-10' 

8  October  1970 

26 

27 

0900 

70°09' 

168°21' 

1200 

70°00' 

168-38' 

1600 

70-12' 

169°04' 

1800 

70°06' 

168-63' 

9  October  1970 

28 

0900 

69°47' 

168°06' 

1200 

69”47' 

168-05' 

1600 

69°46' 

167-69' 

1800 

69°37' 

167-46' 

2100 

69°38' 

167°44' 

10  October  1970 

29 

0900 

69“24' 

167-16' 

1200 

69“24' 

167”16' 

1600 

69“13' 

166-62' 

1800 

69°13' 

166°62' 

2100 

69°13' 

166-62' 

11  Citober  1970 

30 

0900 

69“04' 

167-34' 

1200 

68”68' 

166°25' 

1600 

68°67' 

166-25' 

1800 

68°67' 

166-26' 

12  October  1970 

31 

0900 

69”06' 

166-03' 

1200 

69°13' 

166-62' 

1600 

69”19' 

166-06' 

13  October  1970 

32 

33 

0900 

69”39' 

167-13' 

1200 

69”61' 

167-23' 

1600 

69-41' 

166-36' 

1800 

69”32' 

166-55' 

14  October  1970 

34 

35 

0900 

69-21' 

166-26' 

1200 

69”18' 

165-14' 

1600 

69”33' 

164-31' 

16  October  1970 

36 

37 

0900 

69°32' 

165-22' 

1200 

69“27' 

166-40' 

1600 

69  ”26' 

164-41' 

1800 

69”28' 

164-09' 

060 

36 

10 

stcu. 

030 

27 

9 

stcu. 

altcu. 

054 

17 

9 

stcu. 

altcu. 

1010-1266 

1710-1901 

030 

20 

9 

stcu. 

020 

16 

4 

cirrus 

016 

8 

2 

stcu. 

020 

18 

1 

altocu. 

1346-1625 

070 

4 

10 

altcu. 

100 

3 

10 

altst. 

097 

8 

10 

stcu. 

092 

9 

10 

stcu. 

104 

21 

10 

stcu. 

1216-1346 

030 

10 

10 

stratus 

010 

10 

10 

stratus 

330 

10 

10 

stratus 

266 

3 

10 

stratus 

310 

11 

10 

stratus 

1110-1200 

050 

22 

10 

stratus 

050 

22 

8 

stcu. 

312 

32 

8 

stcu. 

283 

30 

9 

stcu. 

1410-1600 

060 

26 

10 

stratus 

030 

33 

10 

stratus 

065 

16 

10 

stratus 

0906-1030 

1330  1845 

040  23 

10 

stratus 

030 

25 

10 

stratus 

004 

21 

8 

stratus 

0’  2 

26 

10 

stratus 

0856-1010 

1240-1530 

060  26 

10 

stratus 

060 

16 

10 

stratus 

104 

18 

10 

stratus 

0850-0950 

1230-1620 

070  16 

10 

stratus 

070 

20 

10 

stratus 

030 

12 

10 

stratus 

074 

16 

4 

stratus 

-9.7 

0.7 

7 

-9.6 

-0.9 

7 

43 

0756-1010 

44 

1326-1706 

-8.9 

1.6  2 

7 

-9.0 

2.0 

7 

-10.4 

0.5 

7 

-11.6 

0.6 

7 

49 

0816-1326 

60 

1630-2016 

-7.2 

3.1 

7 

-6.0 

3.2 

7 

-6.7 

2.9 

7 

-6.0 

3.1 

7 

-4.8 

2.9  2 

4 

64 

0800-1160 

56 

1347-2206 

-6.9 

2.8 

6 

-6.9 

2.8 

5 

-7.2 

2.6  9 

4 

-7.1 

1.9  3 

4 

-7.7 

1.8  3 

6 

69 

0800-1100 

60 

1200-1920 

-7.7 

1.8  5 

6 

-7.2 

1.5  4 

7 

-7.8 

1.0  7 

7 

-8.2 

1.1  7 

5 

62 

0832-1038 

-12.2 

0.6  7 

1 

-11.9 

0.6  6 

1 

-10.4 

0.6  7 

1 

-12.4 

2.2 

5 

% 

-12.7 

2.1 

2 

M: 

-11.4 

1.9 

3 

6 

-11.7 

1.6 

3 

6 

-11.0 

-0.6 

4 

6 

-12.1 

-0.8 

4 

6 

-12.2 

-1.0 

3 

1 

78 

0960- 

-1166 

-11.7 

- 1.1 

1 

1 

-11.4 

-0.8 

2 

6 

-11.6 

-0.6 

3 

7 

-13.1 

-1.8 

4 

170 


Local 

time 

Position 

N.  Lat.  W.  Long 

Wind 

Dir.  Vel 

(kts) 

Cloud  oover 

Tenths  Type 

Temperature  ”C 

Air  Sea  surf 

Waves 
Hgt.  Ft. 

Visibility 

(miles) 

16  October  1970 

38 

1035-1136 

86 

1136-1366 

39 

1400-1630 

40 

1800-1900 

0900 

69  ”13' 

164°49' 

040 

12 

10 

stratus 

-16.6 

-1.7 

_ 

7 

1200 

69°05' 

165°06' 

080 

6 

9 

stratus 

-16.6 

-1.7 

_ 

7 

1600 

69°  06' 

166°26' 

090 

13 

10 

stratus 

-13.2 

-1.7 

_ 

7 

1800 

69°04' 

166°36' 

080 

4 

10 

stratus 

-12.8 

-1.7 

_ 

6 

2100 

69°02' 

166°46' 

123 

7 

6 

stratus 

-12.6 

-1.8 

_ 

7 

17  October  1970 

41 

1230-1416 

90 

0800- 

-1220 

91 

1416-1740 

0900 

68°  66' 

166°  43' 

140 

6 

6 

stcu. 

-8.3 

-1.1 

_ 

7 

1200 

68°  64' 

166°4S' 

170 

4 

5 

cum. 

-4.7 

-1.2 

_ 

7 

1600 

68°  64' 

167°26' 

040 

7 

10 

stratus 

-4.1 

-1.1 

_ 

7 

1800 

68°66' 

167°32' 

167 

13 

10 

stratus 

-3.6 

-0.9 

_ 

6 

18  October  1970 

42 

0846-1900 

0600 

67°26' 

168°30' 

240 

2 

10 

stcu. 

-1.7 

1.2 

1 

7 

0900 

66°48' 

168°30' 

340 

8 

8 

stcu. 

-1.7 

2.4 

1 

7 

1200 

66°17' 

168°30' 

340 

10 

9 

stcu. 

-1.4 

2.4 

1 

7 

1600 

66°66' 

168°27' 

004 

14 

10 

stcu. 

-1.3 

2.2 

1 

6 

1800 

66°23' 

168°  24' 

340 

16 

10 

stcu. 

-1.1 

2.2 

1 

7 

2100 

65°06' 

167°47' 

368 

16 

10 

stcu. 

-0.8 

2.2 

1 

7 

Table  11. — Bird  Specimens  Collected  in  the  Chukchi  Sea. 


Stations 

Species 

Pt.  Lay 

7  20  Sep.  6 

9  11  15 

19 

21 

23  44 

49 

bJ  80 

91 

Clangula  hyemalis 
Somateria  mollissima 

1  im 

Urn 

1  im 

Larus  hyperboreus 

2  ad 

2  im 

1  im 

1  ad 

1  im 

Larus  argentatus 
Pagophila  ebumea 

3  ad 

1  im 

3  ad  2 im 

4  im 

1  ad 

1  ad 

Rissa  tridactyla 

1  im 

1  im 

1  im 

1  ad 

Rhodostethia  rosea 

7  ad 

6  ad 

1  im 

1  im 

2  ad 

1  ad 

2  im 

2  im 

6  im 

Uria  aalge 

1  ad 

Cepphus  grylle 
n,ectrophenax  nivalis 

6  ad 

1  ad 

1  im 

1  im 

1  im 

Notes:  Station  dates  and  coordinates  are  given  in  Table  I;  ad=adult,  im  =  immnturc,  including  both  first-  and 
second-year  birds. 


Table  III. — Flocking  of  Gulls  on  Transects  and  Stations. 
Observations  during  208  20-minute  intervals  on  transects 


Observations  at  28  stations 


Stations  with 


Mean  no 
gults/statton 


Intervals 

with 

Mean  no. 

Single  gull 

Larus  hyperboreus 

22 

18.7 

Speeies 

gulls  seen 

gulls/interval 

intervals 

Pagophila  ebumea 

19 

14.3 

Larus  hyperboreus 

74 

3.3 

32 

Rissa  tridactyla 

12 

6.9 

Pagophila  ebumea 

61 

4.8 

28 

Rhodostethia  rr  lea 

20 

22.6 

Rissa  tridactyla 

44 

2.8 

22 

* - 

— 

- , - - 

Rhodostethia  rosea 

70 

18.8 

7 

I 


 MM 


i— —iffy 


Table  IV—  Ice  Affinities  of  Gulls. 


Ice 


Open  water 


Species 


Present 


Absent 


Present 


Absent 


X> 


Significant  at 
99.5  percent 


Transects: 

Larus  hyperboreus 
Pagophila  ebumea 
Rissa  tridactyla 
Rhodostethia  rosea 


48 

88 

55 

81 

21 

115 

60 

86 

11 

39 

2 

48 

22 

28 

7 

43 

2.98 

No 

22.8 

Yea 

16.77 

Yes 

8.9 

Yes 

Stations: 


Larus  hyperboreus 

15 

Pagophila  ebumea 

13 

Rissa  tridactyla 

2 

Rhodostethia  rosea 

12 

8  1.38  No 

4  8.1  Yes 

1  15.9  Yes 

3  .001  No 


Table  V.— Stomach  Contents  of  Birds  Collected  in  Chukchi  Sea, 


Stomach  contents 


Species 

Stomachs 

Examined 

Arctic  Cod 

Crustaceans 

Tunlcates, 

Molluscs 

Ship  refuse 

material 

Empty 

Clangula  hyemalis 
Somateria  mollissima 
Larus  hyperboreus 
Larus  argentatus 
Pagophila  ebumea 
Rissa  tridactyla 
Rhodostethia  rosea 
JJria  aalge 

Cepphus  grylle 

1 

2 

6 

1 

14 

4 

24 

1 

3 

0 

0 

6  (  83%) 

1  (109%) 
12  (  86%) 

4  (100%) 
17  {  71%) 

1  (100%) 

3  (100%) 

0 

0 

1  (  17%) 

0 

1  (  7%) 

0 

13  (  54%) 

1  (100%) 

1  (  33%) 

0 

1  (50%) 

2  (34%) 

0 

1  (  7%) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  (17%) 

0 

1  (  7%) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  (50%) 

0 

0 

2  (14%) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  (100%) 
1  (  60%) 
0 

0 

1  (  7%) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Table  VI. — Methods  of  Feeding  of  Chukchi  Seabirds  in  the  Fall. 


Species 

Food 

Loons 

Fish 

Ducks 

Molluscs,  crustaceans 

Phalaropes 

Zooplankton 

Jaegers 

Mostly  fish 

Glaucous  Gull 

Fish,  crustaceans,  refuse 

Ivory  Gull 

Fish,  refuse 

Kittiwake 

Fish 

Ross’  Gull 

Crustaceans,  fish 

Large  alcids 

Fish,  crustaceans 

Small  alcids 

Crustaceans 

Method  of  capture 

Surface  diving 
Surface  diving 
Surface  feeding 
Piracy  from  gulls,  alcids 
Surface  feeding 
Contact  dipping 
Plunge  to  surface 
Hovering,  plunge  to  suifac. 

surface  feeding 
Surface  diving 
Surface  diving 


Depth 

Surface,  midwater 

Bottom 

Surface 

In  air,  surface 

Surface 

Surface 

Surface 

Surface 

Surface,  midwater 
Surface,  midwater 
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Geological.  Biological,  and  Chemical  Oceanography  of  the 
Eastern  Central  Chukchi  Sea1 

A.  S.  Naidu  -  and  G.  D.  Sharma  2 


GEOGRAPHIC  AND  GEOLOGIC  SETTINGS 

The  nearshore  environment  of  the  eastern 
central  Chukchi  Sea  lies  west  of  northwest 
Alaska  (fig.  1).  East  of  Point  Barrow  this  sea 
merges  imperceptibly  into  the  western  Beau¬ 
fort  Sea.  The  coastline  between  Point  Barrow 
and  Point  Lay  is  very  slightly  curved,  but 
further  south  to  Cape  Lisburne  the  coast  is 
distinctly  embayed.  Between  Icy  Cape  and 
Point  Lay  a  barrier-spit-lagoon-delta  complex 
characterizes  the  coastline. 

The  oceanography  of  the  Chukchi  Sea  off 
Alaska’s  northern  coast  has  not  been  investi¬ 
gated  as  thoroughly  as  that  portion  between 
the  Bering  Strait  and  Cape  Lisburne  in  the 
southeastern  Chukchi  Sea.  From  a  few  sound¬ 
ings  made  by  Moore  (1964)  and  Creager  and 
McManus  (1965)  it  is  suggested  that  the  off¬ 
shore  area  between  Icy  Cape  and  Point  Lay  is 
shallow  ( <25  m),  very  flat  and  featureless. 
Contrary  to  this  the  topography  off  Point  Hope 
is  relatively  steep  and  is  characterized  by  the 
presence  of  a  submarine  valley  (Creager  and 
McManus,  1966).  In  the  area  we  investigated 
there  is  a  net  northward  movement  of  currents 
over  the  year  (Aagaard  and  Coachman,  1964), 
although  presence  of  a  local  clockwise  gyre  has 
been  indicated  off  Cape  Lisburne  by  Fleming 
and  Heggarty  (1966). 

The  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  is  covered 
with  ice  almost  8  months  of  the  year.  The 
climate  over  this  sea  and  the  hinterland  is 
dominated  by  long  severe  winters  and  short 
cool  summers,  with  a  mean  annual  temperature 
around  20°  F.  The  average  rainfall  of  10  inches 
is  comparable  to  that  in  arid  and  semiarid 
regions.  The  northwestern  coast  of  Alaska  is 

'Institute  of  Marine  Science,  Contribution  No.  119. 

1  Institute  of  Marine  Science,  University  of  Alaska. 


generally  windy  and  storms  are  not  uncom¬ 
mon. 

The  drainage  basin  adjacent  to  the  eastern 
cent~al  Chukchi  Sea  coast  consists  of  the 
Coastal  Plain  and  the  Foothill  Provinces 
(Payne  ct  ah,  1951)  ;  the  latter  pass  in  the 
southeast  into  the  Brooks  Range.  Cape  Lis¬ 
burne  consists  of  a  limestone  promontory.  The 
geology  of  the  southern  hinterland  of  the  east¬ 
ern  central  Chukchi  Sea,  extensively  studied  by 
Smiley  (1969a  and  1969b),  is  composed  of  the 
predominantly  marine  Kukpowruk  and  non¬ 
marine  Corwin  Formations  of  Early  Albian  to 
possibly  Cenomanian  age.  These  rock  types  are 
chiefly  conglomerates,  graywackes,  sandstones, 
shales  and  limestones,  with  coal  beds  confined 
to  the  nonmarine  formations.  In  far  north¬ 
western  Alaska  the  coastal  plains  are  overlain 
with  Quaternary  glacial  and  glacio-fluvial  sedi¬ 
ments,  alluvium  and  beach  deposits. 

METHODS  AND  MATERIALS 

The  geological  sampling  yielded  a  suite  of 
107  sediment  samples  from  the  nearshore 
marine  environment  of  the  eastern  central 
Chukchi  Sea  (fig.  1)  Of  the  total  samples  col¬ 
lected,  73  were  obtained  with  a  Van  Veen 
and/or  Shipek  grab  sampler,  13  were  short 
cores  obtained  with  a  gravity  corer,  one  was  a 
long  piston  core  and  15  were  handpicked  from 
the  beach  surface.  The  beach  samples  were 
taken  from  a  few  transects  across  the  barrier 
in  the  vicinity  of  Point  Lay  to  study  the  nature 
of  arctic  barrier  beach  deposits  coincident  with 
the  beginning  of  ice  push  onto  the  beaches. 

To  minimize  metal  contamination,  the  13 
gravity  core  samples  were  collected  in  plastic 
core  liners  with  no  metal  core  barrel  or  core 
catcher.  The  gravity  corer  was  dropped  only 
on  stations  which  had  relatively  muddy  hot- 


toms.  The  nature  of  the  sea  bottom  was  de¬ 
termined  by  first  taking  a  grab  sample  at  every 
station.  Aboard  the  ship  immediately  after  col¬ 
lection,  the  gravity  core  sediment  samples  were 
extruded  from  the  core  liner  with  a  core  pusher 
that  also  introduced  the  least  metal  contamina¬ 
tion.  After  extrusion,  the  surficial  portion 
around  the  sediment  core  was  carefully  scraped 
out  using  a  teflon-coated  spatula.  This  step  was 
introduced  to  minimize  the  inclusion  of  any 
soupy  sediment  that  might  have  run  down  the 
length  of  the  core  from  the  top  during  retrieval 
of  the  corer.  Then  the  sediment  core  was  cut 
into  two  longitudinal  halves,  one  of  which  was 
cut  into  a  number  of  convenient  small  trans¬ 
verse  sections.  Almost  immediately  after  this, 
the  pH  and  temperature  of  these  wet  sediments 
were  measured  with  a  Coleman,  Model  37A, 
portable  pH-Eh  meter"  and  a  glass  thermometer, 
respectively.  The  interstitial  fluids  of  these 
sediment  sections  were  separately  squeezed  out 
into  polyethylene  bottles  using  squeezers  de¬ 
scribed  by  Reeburgh  (1967).  In  order  to  avoid 
chemical  precipitation  of  some  hydroxides  and 
biochemical  reactions  the  expressed  interstitial 
fluids  were  acidified  with  0.1  ml  of  cone.  HC1 
and  stored  frozen.  After  it  was  examined  and 
photographed,  the  second  half  of  each  core  was 
cut  into  a  number  of  transverse  sections  aboard 
Lhe  ship  and  stored  at  freezing  temperature  in 
polyethylene  bags  and  bottles  for  further  lab¬ 
oratory  analysis. 

Prior  to  storing,  the  inorganic  P  concentra¬ 
tions  in  the  sediment  interstitial  fluids  were 
determined  colorimetrically  aboard  the  ship.  At 
the  Institute  laboratory  the  K,  Na,  Ca,  Mg,  Fe 
and  Mn  concentrations  in  40  of  these  samples 
were  analyzed  in  a  Perkin-Elmer,  Model  290, 
atomic  absorption  spectrophotometer. 

Forty  water  samples  were  collected  from  14 
stations  with  Niskin  bottles  at  various  depths. 
Aboard  the  ship  500  ml  of  these  water  samples 
were  filtered  through  0.45  g  millipore  filter 
papers  in  order  to  separate  suspended  par¬ 
ticulate  matter. 

Approximately  1-gallon  unfiltered  water 
samples  were  collected  at  a  number  of  depths 
from  two  stations  (table  1).  These  samples 
were  frozen  for  trace  transition  metal  analyses 
at  the  Institute  laboratory.  The  concentrations 
of  Ou,  Co,  Ni,  Fe,  Zn,  and  Pb  were  determined 
with  an  atomic  absorption  spectrophotometer, 


following  the  APDC/MIBK  extraction  tech¬ 
nique  of  Brooks  et  al.  (1967).  The  water 
samples  were  not  filtered  prior  to  chemical 
analysis  because  previous  experience  had  in¬ 
dicated  potential  contamination  problems  from 
filtering,  and  because  the  particulate  content 
of  the  samples  was  exceedingly  low.  Thus,  the 
present  analysis  represents  only  total  ex¬ 
tractable  ions  (written  communication,  Mr.  M. 
Lee,  Institute  of  Marine  Science,  University  of 
Alaska) . 

Benthic  organisms  having  a  size  between  2.8 
mm  and  0.99  mm  were  collected  from  16  sta¬ 
tions  by  wet-sieving  a  measured  volume  of 
bottom  sediments  collected  by  the  Van  Veen 
grab  sampler.  Organisms  thus  separated  were 
preserved  in  10  percent  formalin  solution, 
buffered  with  sodium  acetate,  for  identification 
and  cataloging  in  the  laboratory. 

The  gravel-sand-silt-clay  contents  of  the  core 
sections  and  detailed  size  distributions  of  the 
barrier  beach  sediments  were  determined  by 
following  the  method  of  Krumbein  and  Petti- 
john  (1938).  Conventional  grain  size  para¬ 
meters  were  calculated  based  on  the  formulae 
of  Folk  and  Ward  (1957). 

A  set  of  24  sediment  samples  was  selected 
for  clay  mineral  analysis  from  the  inshore  shelf 
area  of  the  Chukchi  Sea  adjacent  to  Alaska. 
Two  of  them  were  obtained  from  Dr.  J.  S. 
Creager,  University  of  Washington,  and  the 
remainder,  including  two  from  south  of  the 
Bering  Strait,  were  collected  from  the  GLA¬ 
CIER  on  WEBSEC-70.  In  the  less-than-2  g 
fraction  of  the  bottom  sediment  samples  and 
in  two  samples  of  suspended  sediments  the  clay 
mineral  assemblage  was  determined  by  X-ray 
diffraction  technique.  Details  of  the  techniques 
and  steps  adopted  for  the  separation  of  the 
less  than  2  g  fraction,  the  X-ray  analysis,  and 
the  method  of  quantifying  the  clay  minerals 
were  similar  to  those  presented  by  Naidu  et  al. 
(1971). 

RESULTS 

Grain-Size  Analysis 

Vertical  variations  of  the  percentage  com¬ 
position  of  gravel-sand-silt-clay  in  the  cores 
are  presented  in  table  I  (appendix  A)  and 
illustrated  in  figure  2.  In  the  majority  of  the 
cores  there  is  a  general  coarsening  in  the  sedi- 
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ment  texture  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  and 
every  core  sample  contains  small  amounts  of 
gravel  and  bioclastic  material.  The  longitudinal 
sections  of  the  cores  which  were  examined 
aboard  the  ship  showed  a  sharp  demarcation  in 
color  and  rigidity  between  5  and  10  cm  from 
the  top.  The  top  5  to  10  cm  portions  of  all 
cores  were  light  olive-green  and  relatively  soft, 
whereas  all  the  sediments  below  10  cm  were 
dark  olive-green  with  irregular  black  streaks 
and  patches  and  were  tough.  Some  of  the  lower 
portions  gave  out  an  odor  of  H..S.  On  closer 
scrutiny  it  was  noted  that  in  almost  all  cases 
decomposing  worms  were  surrounded  by  large 
black  patches.  Presumably,  the  sharp  demarca¬ 
tion  in  the  sediment  core  color  is  related  to 
abrupt  vertical  changes  in  the  oxidation- 
reduction  potentials  along  the  core,  and  the 
black  patches  represent  some  stage  of  hydro- 
troilite  precipitation.  The  oxidizing  nature  of 
the  core  tops  ^  'ems  to  be  substantiated  by  the 
fact  that  the  habitation  of  marine  macrobenthic 
fauna  was  confined  to  the  relatively  lighter 
colored  top  portions. 

The  results  of  the  grain-size  distribution  of 
the  Point  Lay  barrier  beach  deposits  are 
graphically  represented  in  figure  3,  and  the 
grain-size  parameters  are  given  in  table  II 
(appendix  A).  Generally  speaking,  the  analysed 
sediments  consisted  of  well-rounded,  mod¬ 
erately  well  to  very  poorly  sorted  sandy 
gravels,  with  distinct  bi-  to  polymodal  distribu¬ 
tions.  The  mean  size  ranged  from  fine  to  coarse 
gravel.  These  sediments  have  size  distributions 
which  ranged  from  nearly  symmetrical  to  very 
coarsely  skewed  and  mesokurtic  to  leptokurtic. 
Texturally,  there  is  a  great  similarity  between 
the  sediments  of  the  Point  Lay  barrier  beach 
and  the  sediments  collected  from  the  barrier 
beaches  around  the  Colville  Delta-Prudhoe  Bay 
complex.  The  latter  suite  of  samples  was  an¬ 
alysed  in  a  separate  study  funded  by  the 
E.P.A.  and  the  N.O.A.A.-Sea  Grant  (Naidu 
et  al.,  1970).  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that  every 
one  of  the  barrier  beach  samples  contained 
several  gravel-size  anthracitic  coal  pieces. 

Clay  Mineral  Analysis 

The  types  and  abundance  of  clay  minerals  in 
the  less-than-2  (i  fractions  of  the  sediment 
samples  are  presented  in  table  III  (appendix 
A),  and  their  distributions  are  illustrated  in 


figures  4,  5,  6,  and  7.  In  all  samples  illite  is 
the  predominant  clay  mineral,  with  weighted 
peak  area  (Biscaye,  1965)  ranging  from  50.0 
to  63.3  percent.  The  next  two  minerals  in  the 
order  of  abundance  are  chlorite  and  kaolinite, 
respectively.  Smectite  eitner  occurs  in  traces 
(less  than  1  percent)  or  in  small  amounts  (less 
than  10  percent). 

The  patterns  of  distribution  of  clay  minerals 
(figs.  4,  5,  6,  and  7)  should  be  considered  to  be 
tentative  because  they  are  based  on  a  limited 
number  of  sample  analyses.  However,  some 
very  broad  generalizations  can  be  made  from 
the  data  obtained.  It  is  of  interest  to  note  that 
smectite  occurs  either  in  traces  or  is  absent  in 
the  nearshore  environment.  This  is  specially 
true  north  of  Point  Lay.  Any  definite  pattern 
of  distribution  of  kaolinite  and  illite,  if  present, 
is  not  apparent  at  this  stage  of  the  study.  There 
seems  to  be,  however,  a  marked  concentration 
of  chlorite  in  the  inshore  shelf  environment  and 
off  the  embayed  region  between  Point  Lay  and 
Cape  Lisburne,  a  region,  as  mentioned  earlier, 
suspected  to  be  the  site  of  a  gyre  (Fleming 
and  Heggarty,  1966). 

Comparison  of  the  clay  mineral  assemblages 
of  the  Beaufort  Sea  (Naidu  et  al.,  1971)  and 
eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  sediments  brings 
out  some  interesting  differences  between  the 
two.  Although  sediments  from  both  the  seas 
contain  the  same  clay  mineral  assemblages, 
some  dissimilarities  in  the  proportions  of  the 
different  minerals  in  the  two  regions  are  ap¬ 
parent.  For  example,  the  kaolinite/chlorite 
ratios  in  the  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  are 
relatively  lower  (avg.  0.4^  than  those  in  the 
Beaufort  Sea  (avg.  0.7).  However,  the  chlorite/ 
illite  ratios  in  the  Chukchi  Sea  are  relatively 
higher  (avg.  0.6)  than  those  in  the  Beaufort 
Sea  (avg,  0.4). 

Geochemistry  of  Sediment  Interstitial  Waters 

The  concentrations  of  various  ions  in  the 
interstitial  waters  from  cores  are  presented  in 
table  I  (appendix  A)  and  figures  8  and  9.  The 
cationic  concentrations  vary  from  horizon  to 
horizon  within  individual  cores  and  also  be¬ 
tween  cores.  The  relative  concentrations  of  ions 
of  the  interstitial  waters  are  similar  to  but 
slightly  highei  than  normal  sea  water.  Gen¬ 
erally,  the  total  concentration  of  the  several 
ions  increases  with  depth  in  the  core. 


175 


The  concentrations  cf  Mg’**,  Ca**,  and  K*,  in 
interstitial  waters  are  given  in  relation  to  Na* 
to  eliminate  the  effects  of  evaporation  which 
may  give  relatively  higher  absolute  measured 
values.  From  Figures  8  and  9  it  is  apparent 
that  Na4  and  K*  generally  increase  with  depth 
while  Mg**  and  Ca**  decrease  with  depth. 
Among  the  trace  elements  analysed,  Mn  was 
found  enriched  in  the  top  sections  of  the  cores 
while  iron  varies  irregularly  throughout  the 
section. 


The  influence  of  texture  of  sediments  on  the 
Na*  concentration  is  apparent.  Increased  per¬ 
centage  of  clay  in  the  cores  invariably  de¬ 
pressed  the  Na*  concentration. 


Variations  in  temperature  and  pH  of  sedi¬ 
ments  are  presented  in  figures  8  and  9.  The  pH 
varied  within  a  narrow  range;  however,  the 
temperatures  of  sediments  varied  significantly. 
These  measurements  should  be  considered  as 
approximations  rather  than  the  true  values  in 
view  of  the  fact  that  during  retrieval  changes 
in  temperature  and  pressure  were  unavoidable. 
The  decrease  in  hydrostatic  pressure  will  in¬ 
evitably  lead  to  escape  of  carbon  dioxide  and 
an  increase  in  pH.  Exposure  to  air  will  sim¬ 
ilarly  result  in  rise  or  fall  of  sediment  tem¬ 
perature  causing  an  increase  or  decrease  in  pH. 


Trace-metal  Analysis  of  Sea  Water 
Table  1  gives  the  concentrations  of  Cu,  Co, 
Ni,  Fe,  Zn,  and  Pb  in  six  samples  of  water 
collected  at  two  stations.  The  concentrations  of 
Cu  (avg.  7.2  ppb)  and  Co  (avg.  0.7  ppb)  in 
eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  waters  were 
slightly  higher  than  the  average  concentrations 
of  Cu  (avg.  3  ppb)  and  Co  (avg.  0.1  ppb) 
cited  for  the  world  ocean  waters  (Goldberg, 
1965).  Possibly  this  slight  enrichment  in  Cu 
and  Co  in  the  nearshore  waters  of  the  Chukchi 
Sea  is  caused  by  the  local  introduction  from 
the  adjacent  hinterland  which  is  rich  in  ere 
deposits  of  these  two  metals.  The  concentra¬ 
tions  of  Ni  (avg.  1.470  ppb),  Fe  (avg.  5.498 
ppb)  and  Zn  (avg.  3.528  ppb)  in  the  eastern 
central  Chukchi  Sea  water  are  relatively  lower 
than  those  generally  observed  in  sea  water. 
Within  the  area  investigated  no  systematic 
vertical  variations  were  observed  in  the  con¬ 
centrations  of  any  of  the  six  metals  analyzed. 


Table  1. — Concentrations  of  some  trncc  transition 
metals  in  the  waters  of  the  eastern  central  Chukchi 
Sea.  All  values  are  expressed  as  ppb. 


St. 

No, 

Water 

depth 

(m) 

Cu 

Co 

Ni 

Fe 

Zn 

Pb 

8 

0 

9.0 

0.4 

1.6 

1.6 

4.2 

Trace 

8 

6 

4  9 

0.8 

1.3 

6.6 

4.0 

Trace 

8 

12 

7.8 

0.6 

0.8 

6.6 

3.0 

Trace 

8 

18 

1.9 

0.8 

1.0 

5.3 

2.7 

Trace 

9 

0 

9.4 

0.8 

2.6 

1.5 

Trace 

9 

36 

9.6 

0  6 

1.2 

5.3 

3.5 

Trace 

Benthic  Faunal  Ayialysis 

A  list  by  station  of  the  benthic  faunal  species 
collected  on  each  station  is  included  in  this 
report  (table  IV,  appendix  A).  Data  at  each 
station  are  often  incomplete  and  are  not  quan¬ 
titative.  However,  they  give  an  indication  of 
the  types  of  Coelenterata,  Mollusca,  Polychaeta, 
Rryozoa,  Chordata,  Porifera,  Annelida,  Ar- 
thropoda.  Brachiopoda,  Echinodermata,  and 
organisms  of  other  phyla  inhabitating  the  near¬ 
shore  environment  of  the  eastern  central 
Chukchi  Sea. 


DISCUSSION 


At  the  present  stage  of  analysis  no  definite 
conclusions  can  be  drawn  regarding  any  aspect 
of  the  research  carried  out.  Several  sediment 
samples  are  yet  to  be  analyzed  for  the  para¬ 
meters  already  mentioned  here  and  for  some 
additional  ones.  Therefore,  the  discussion  that 
follows  must  be  considered  tentative. 

The  bi-  to  polymodal  size  distributions  of 
the  barrier  beach  sediments  suggest  that  these 
sediments  have  had  a  complex  depositional  his¬ 
tory.  Presumably,  their  size  distribution  is  a 
complex  resultant  of  the  effects  of  periodic 
storm-induced  waves  and  shoref.ast  ice  on  de¬ 
posits  laid  down  normally  by  the  swash  and 
backwash  of  waves  under  relatively  calm  con¬ 
ditions.  The  possibility  that  some  of  the  gravels 
in  these  barrier  beaches  may  be  derived  from 
a  relict  deposit  is  not  ruled  out  and  if  true,  this 
would  further  complicate  the  issue.  The  action 
of  ice  on  the  transport  and  deposition  of  sedi¬ 
ments  in  the  polar  beaches  has  been  speculated 
on  by  several  investigators  but  no  quantitative 
data  have  ever  been  presented.  Present  stud'^s 
on  Point  Lay  sediments  and  those  carried  out 
under  another  investigation  on  the  North  Slope 
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beaches  (Naidu  ct  al.,  1970)  show  that  barrier 
beach  sediments  from  the  polar  regions  have 
distinctly  different  size  distributions  from 
similar  sediments  of  the  low-latitude  regions. 
The  difference  is  in  the  very  poor  sorting  and 
the  predominance  of  gravels  in  polar  beach 
sediments.  The  gravel-size  coal  pieces  in  the 
Point  Lay  barrier  beach  sediments  possibly 
have  their  source  in  the  coal  deposits  which 
outcrop  in  the  adjacent  coastal  region. 

The  analyses  of  the  sediment  samples  com¬ 
pleted  so  far  suggest  that  the  chief  source  of 
chlorite  in  the  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  is 
the  adjacent  hinterland  and  that  this  source 
probably  does  not  contribute  any  significant 
amounts  of  smectite.  Presumably,  smectite  is 
transported  to  the  'astern  central  Chukchi  Sea 
through  the  Bering  Strait,  from  the  Chirikov 
Basin.  Presence  of  smectite  in  this  basin  has 
been  reported  by  Moll  (1970)  and  the  currents 
necessary  to  transport  it  northward  are  also 
known  to  be  present  (Aagaard  and  Coachman, 
1964).  The  contrast  observed  in  the  relative 
abundances  of  clay  minerals  in  sediments  fr 'm 
the  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  and  Beaufort 
Sea  suggests:  (1)  a  difference  in  the  nature  of 
source  material  for  the  sediments  of  the  two 
seas  and/or  (2)  a  difference  in  physico-chem¬ 
ical  processes  in  the  two  seas  which  help  to 
sort  out  two  different  assemblages  of  clay 
minerals  from  the  same  source  material.  Bis- 
caye  (1965)  and  Griffin  et  al.  (1968)  have  cited 
latitudinal  variations  in  clay  mineral  as¬ 
semblages.  The  thesis  presented  by  the  above 
authors  is  supported  by  results  of  the  study  on 
the  Chukchi  Sea  sediments.  However,  data 
from  the  Beaufort  Sea  (Naidu  ct  al.,  1971)  do 
not  run  parallel  to  the  trend  of  clay  mineral 
distributions  suggested  by  Griffin  et  al.  (1968). 

The  analysis  of  the  pore  waters  of  marine 
sediments  has  increasingly  become  an  integral 
and  important  part  of  geochemical  investiga¬ 
tions.  These  studies  have  shed  some  light  on 
the  understanding  of  the  origin  of  urines  and 
early  diagenesis.  Some  interesting  patterns  of 
distribution  of  various  ions  are  evident  from 
figures  8  and  9.  Although  the  concentration  of 
Na*  in  interstitial  water  generally  increases 
with  depth,  at  a  certain  horizon  in  some  cores 
a  minimum  is  noted.  This  minimum  generally 
coincides  with  increased  clay  content  in  sedi¬ 
ments.  It  appears  that  the  concentration  of 


Na'  in  interstitial  water  is  primarily  controlled 
by  the  amount  of  clay  present  in  sediments. 
Similar  observations  were  made  in  southeast¬ 
ern  Alaska  (Sharma,  1970a,  1970b  and  1970c). 
These  variations  in  Na'  concentrations  are  re¬ 
lated  to  ion  exchanges  between  Na'  in  in¬ 
terstitial  water  and  clay  particles. 

The  observed  increase  of  K'  with  depth  in 
the  interstitial  waters  is  believed  to  be  due  to 
dissolution  of  feldspars  as  suggested  by  Garrels 
and  Howard  (1959).  Similar  increase  of  K*  in 
interstitial  waters  has  been  reported  by  Siever 
ft  al.  (1961,  1965)  and  Friedman  rt  al.  (1968). 

Decrease  in  Mg"  with  depth  in  interstitial 
waters  has  been  reported  by  various  authors; 
however,  the  explanations  offered  for  such  a 
decrease  differ.  Some  investigators  believe  that 
Mg"  from  i  terstitial  waters  is  increasingly 
fixed  by  clay  preferentially  over  K*  with  in¬ 
creased  depth  which  is  contrary  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  of  others  who  believe  in  the  formation 
of  dolomite.  Doloinitization  results  in  simulta¬ 
neous  decrease  in  magnesium  and  calcium  ions. 
Recently  Drover  (1971)  proposed  that  Mg" 
from  interstitial  water  replaces  Fe"  in  the 
clay  mineral  structure.  He  suggested  that  re¬ 
moval  of  Mg"  from  seawater  controls  the  com¬ 
positions  of  interstitial  waters  in  sediments.  In 
view  of  simultaneous  decrease  of  Mg"  and 
Ca"  in  the  samples  we  have  analyzed  we  are 
inclined  to  conclude  that  such  a  decrease  is  due 
to  the  formation  of  dolomite  mineral.  This  con¬ 
clusion  has  to  be  confirmed  by  the  detection  of 
dolomite  which  has  originated  in  place,  a  task 
that  is  difficult  to  accomplish. 

The  variational  trends  of  Mn"  indicate  a  net 
upward  migration  of  it  by  a  mechanism  similar 
to  that  suggested  by  Bonatti  rt  al.  (1971).  Such 
upward  migration  and  enrichment  generally 
occurs  because  of  the  presence  of  n  reducing 
environment  in  the  bottom  sediment  layers. 
The  distinct  darker  color  and  release  of  H-..S 
from  the  lower  portion  of  core  sediments  of  the 
eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea  suggest  reducing 
conditions  in  those  sediments  at  depth.  Iron 
concentrations  vary  erratically  and  explanation 
for  this  behavior  is  difficult  on  the  basis  of 
available  data.  Mn/Fe  ratios  were  considered 
in  an  attempt  to  explain  the  distribution  of 
iron  in  the  interstitial  waters;  however, 
measurements  of  several  other  parameters  are 
needed  to  forward  an  adequate  explanation. 
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Figure  1 . — Location  of  bottom  sediment  samples  colieeted  in  tiie  eastern  central  Chukchi  Sea,  22  September-18 
October  1970,  during  WEBSEC-70.  The  four  stations  prefixed  by  0  were  obtained  from  previous  University 
of  Washington  cruises. 
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Appendix  A — Data 


Table 

I.  Ionic  concentrations  in  interstitial  waters,  texture,  temperature,  and  pH  of  core  sedi¬ 
ments  collected  during  WEBSEC-70 

II.  Grain-size  parameters  of  barrier  beach  sediments  at  Point  Lay,  Alaska  on 
September  1970,  during  WEBSEC-70  . 


III.  Types  and  abundances  (in  percent)  of  clay  minerals  in  the  eastern  central  Chukchi 
Sea  bottom  sediments  collected  during  WEBSEC-70  (GLA),  or  collected  by  the 
University  of  Washington  (SI,  BB) 
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rnfi/e  /.  Ionic  concentrations  in  interstitial  waters,  texture,  temperature  and  pH  of  core  sediments  collected  during 

WEBS  EC-70. 


Statton 

Number 

Depth 

(cm) 

Gravel 

% 

Sediment 

Sand 

% 

Silt 

% 

Clay 

% 

Temp. 

•c 

pH 

Interstitial  Water  ' 

Na*  Mg**  K* 

(cone. 

Ca** 

In  ppm) 

•  Mn**  Fc** 

F*  * 

GLA 

70-9 

0-10 

7.24 

10,000 

1,100 

500 

390 

0.60 

0.87 

0.03 

GLA 

^0-11 

Grab 

10,330 

1,080 

460 

380 

1.85 

6.12 

0.32 

GLA 

70-11 

0-4 

0.00 

i7.9G 

54.58 

27.40 

10,000 

1,100 

450 

375 

0.75 

1.12 

0.03 

13-17 

0.00 

20.84 

60.43 

28.72 

11,000 

1,08G 

473 

375 

0.30 

1.50 

24-30 

0.00 

18.05 

60.45 

31.50 

10,600 

1,000 

470 

375 

0.20 

1.25 

42-47 

0.19 

40.26 

42.11 

17.45 

11,000 

1,115 

490 

390 

0.40 

1.25 

GLA 

70-12 

Grab 

10,000 

1,100 

445 

380 

1.60 

2.50 

0.14 

0.75 

10,100 

1,092 

430 

300 

1.80 

3.40 

0.10 

7.5-15 

10,500 

1,145 

455 

385 

0.00 

8.63 

15-23 

10,330 

1,115 

456 

370 

0.25 

0.09 

GLA 

70-13 

0-6 

10,330 

1,115 

435 

370 

1.20 

1.87 

0.05 

16-25 

10,330 

1,080 

482 

370 

0.60 

0.26 

30-36 

10,060 

1,105 

455 

375 

0.30 

0.76 

40-45 

10,830 

1,080 

40,3 

370 

0.30 

1.19 

GLA 

70-15 

0-8 

0.05 

59.84 

25.89 

14.22 

5.0 

7.03 

10,330 

1,115 

405 

375 

1.50 

0.87 

8-10 

0.02 

63.52 

28.74 

17.72 

4.0 

7.85 

10,330 

1,100 

420 

305 

0.40 

0.76 

10-24 

0.00 

05.72 

21.99 

12.28 

4.0 

7.70 

10,330 

1,115 

435 

370 

0.35 

0.50 

24-32 

0.10 

07.59 

22.40 

9.79 

50 

7.92 

10,000 

1,150 

473 

380 

0.25 

0.87 

GLA 

70-35 

0-5 

408 

305 

0.55 

1.87 

0.04 

GLA 

70-30 

0-4 

10,000 

1,105 

450 

370 

0.80 

2.50 

0.0G 

11-15 

11,000 

1,120 

500 

375 

0.70 

1.63 

GLA  70-38 

0-10 

3.58 

52.85 

20.14 

17.43 

19.5 

7.33 

10.330 

1,050 

480 

355 

0.70 

3.75 

0.07 

18-25 

7.71 

53.55 

25.40 

13.28 

10,600 

1 ,000 

475 

355 

1.00 

4.94 

GLA 

70-10 

0-10 

0.80 

72.50 

10.51 

10.07 

7.73 

10,000 

1,093 

475 

375 

0.70 

1.60 

18-22 

3.01 

74.23 

12.02 

10.14 

7.31 

10,830 

1 ,000 

492 

305 

0.50 

2.00 

30-35 

7.07 

70.50 

13.42 

8.41 

7.94 

11,000 

1,093 

525 

380 

0.30 

1.13 

CLA 

70-12 

0-10 

15.0 

7.39 

10,330 

1,020 

475 

300 

0.95 

4.25 

0.09 

10-20 

18.0 

7.33 

10,000 

1,000 

450 

355 

0.90 

10.25 

GLA 

70-14 

0-10 

11,000 

1,075 

510 

370 

0.30 

1.76 

0.06 

GLA 

70-19 

0-0 

10,330 

1,090 

486 

300 

0.42 

0.63 

0.02 

0-12 

10,500 

1,100 

486 

370 

0.45 

1.00 

GLA 

70-54 

0-10 

0.09 

19.03 

54.41 

25.80 

11.9 

7.3G 

9,0  GO 

1,050 

415 

300 

1.20 

4.37 

10-20 

0.05 

30.29 

47.19 

22.47 

12.0 

7.04 

10,000 

1,100 

430 

340 

0.05 

1.37 

20-30 

0.42 

37.29 

43.20 

19.09 

13.5 

7.51 

10,000 

1,050 

450 

300 

0.75 

1.13 

GLA 

70-55 

0-10 

1.14 

25.99 

49.14 

23.73 

11.0 

7.70 

10,000 

1,000 

410 

355 

2.00 

1.60 

0.02 

10-20 

3.00 

37.09 

42.22 

17.02 

9.0 

7.02 

10,500 

1,090 

470 

300 

1.05 

1.26 

20-30 

5.30 

32.47 

43.02 

19.21 

0.0 

7.71 

10,000 

1,110 

480 

380 

1.75 

1.25 

GLA 

70-00 

0-10 

10.0 

7.40 

10,000 

1,070 

435 

300 

2.20 

4.37 

0.07 

15-20 

8.0 

7.53 

10,000 

1,090 

4  GO 

380 

1.30 

2.25 

25-30 

12.0 

7.53 

10.GG0 

1,100 

430 

380 

1.16 

7.76 

GLA 

70-04 

0-10 

3.0 

7.00 

10,000 

1,080 

420 

300 

2.00 

0.02 

10-20 

4.0 

7.55 

10,330 

1,090 

450 

370 

0.60 

1.60 

20-30 

4.0 

7.77 

10,500 

1,090 

405 

370 

0.65 

1.00 
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Table  II. — Grain-size  parameters  of  barrier  beach  sedi¬ 
ments  at  Pt.  Lay,  Aiaska  on  25  September  1970, 
during  WEBSEC-70. 


St.  No. 

Mdo 

M  o 

• 

(7,0 

Sk, 

Ko 

B I— 1 

-2*50 

-2*58 

0*98 

-0*18 

1*50 

BI-2 

-3*50 

-3*26 

1*00 

0*52 

1*98 

BI— 1 

-2*90 

-2*86 

0*67 

0*08 

0*93 

BI-5B 

-3*55 

-3*56 

0*44 

0*03 

0*91 

BI-6A 

1-70 

1*60 

0-64 

-0-13 

0*99 

BI-6 

-1*05 

-0*95 

2*20 

0*02 

0*86 

BI-7 

-1-50 

-1*66 

1*33 

-0-17 

1*01 

BI-8A 

-1*75 

-1*76 

0-64 

-0*08 

1-06 

BI-9 

-2*90 

-2*98 

0*57 

-0-32 

1  •  67 

BI-11B 

-3-45 

-3*46 

0-44 

-0*10 

1*15 

BI-12 

—1  •  1 5 

-0*96 

1-33 

0-21 

0*73 

BI-13B 

— 0*90 

-1-13 

1*89 

-1-00 

0-87 

BI-PL 

-a- 55 

-3*63 

O’ 45 

-0*23 

1-02 

BI-25 

-3*25 

-3*30 

1*03 

0*01 

0*85 

BI-Z 

1*75 

1*45 

1*40 

-0*66 

1*61 

Table  III. — Types  and  abundances  (in  percent)  of  clay  minerals  in  the  eastern  rentrnl  Chukchi  Sen  bottom 


sediments  collected  during 

WEBSEC-70 

(GLA),  or  collected 

by  the 

Univer 

sity  of 

Washington  (SI, 

KB). 

Station 

No. 

Water 
Depth  (m) 

mite 

Smectite 

Chlorite 

KnolInlU* 

Knollnlte 

Chlorite 

notion 

Chlorite 

llllte 

Ratios 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A 

B 

A  or  B 

B 

GLA-70-1 

143 

39*7 

59-4 

12*5 

4-7 

28-7 

21-5 

19-1 

14-3 

0-67 

0-3G 

G  LA-7  6-2 

19 

34-3 

51*2 

Tr 

Tr 

44-8 

33-3 

20-8 

15-5 

0-47 

0-65 

GLA-76-o 

44 

46-3 

63-3 

Tr 

Tr 

40-4 

27-6 

13-4 

9-2 

0-33 

0-43 

G  LA-7 6-7 

40 

44-4 

61-5 

Ab 

Ab 

37-0 

25-7 

18-5 

12-8 

0-50 

0-42 

SI-015 

35 

39-1 

58-1 

8-7 

3-2 

36-0 

26-7 

16-2 

12-0 

0-45 

0-46 

GLA-76-8 

30 

35*2 

52-2 

Tr 

Tr 

46-2 

31-1 

18-5 

13-7 

0-40 

0-65 

G  LA-7 6-9 

38 

36-4 

55*2 

9-1 

3-5 

37-6 

28-4 

17-0 

12-9 

0-45 

0-51 

GLA-76-12 

19 

33-3 

53-3 

16-7 

6-7 

32-6 

26-1 

17-4 

13-9 

0-63 

0-50 

GLA-76-13 

20 

32*2 

51*7 

15-2 

6-1 

36-3 

29-1 

16-3 

13-1 

0-45 

0-  56 

GLA-76-18 

46 

40-0 

58  •  1 

4*6 

1*7 

30-8 

22-2 

24-6 

17-9 

0-81 

0-38 

GLA-76-21 

51 

31*6 

50*0 

10-5 

4-2 

•13-4 

34-3 

14-5 

11-5 

0-34 

0-69 

GLA-76-34 

35 

37*8 

57*1 

4*4 

1-G 

56-1 

31-0 

18-7 

10-3 

0-33 

0-51 

G  LA-70-3  5 

38 

33*3 

52-6 

13-3 

5*3 

53-3 

42-1 

Tr 

Tr 

— 

0-80 

GLA-70-36 

45 

38-5 

55*6 

Tr 

Tr 

44-0 

31-7 

17-6 

12-7 

0-40 

0-67 

GLA-76-40 

32 

33*3 

52*6 

13*3 

5-3 

38-1 

30-1 

15-2 

12-0 

n-io 

0-57 

GLA-76-42 

24 

31*4 

53*7 

28-6 

12-2 

28-9 

24-6 

11*1 

9-5 

0-39 

0-48 

GLA-70-46 

44 

34*8 

55-2 

17-4 

P-9 

35-9 

28-4 

12-0 

9-5 

0-33 

0-51 

GLA-76-40 

17 

36’5 

54*5 

4-8 

1-8 

47-7 

35-5 

11-7 

8-3 

n-23 

0-66 

G  LA-7  6-67 

28 

45*2 

56  *6 

8-1 

3-0 

37-4 

28-0 

16-6 

12-4 

0-44 

0-49 

GLA-76-60 

35 

37*1 

55-4 

6-4 

2-4 

41-1 

30-7 

15-4 

11-5 

n-37 

0-55 

G  LA -76-63 

35 

36*4 

54*5 

6»  1 

2-3 

34  *5 

25-9 

23-0 

17-2 

0-66 

0-48 

BB-033* 

46 

11-3 

25-5 

41*6 

23-4 

33-7 

"7-1 

13-6 

14-9 

0-40 

1-45 

GLA-70-03** 

35 

33-3 

53*3 

16-7 

6-7 

Unreso 

Ived 

Unresolved 

— 

— 

GLA-76-94** 

35 

35-8 

57*1 

20-9 

8-3 

28-9 

23-0 

14-4 

11-6 

o-r.o 

0-40 

A:  Non-welghed  peak-area  percentages  considered 

B:  Weighted  peak-area  percentages  (after  Blscnyc,  1965,  p.  808)  considered. 
•Sample  from  S.E.  Chukchi  Sen;  60  miles  due  S.  of  Pt.  Hope 
••Samples  from  Chirikov  Basin  due  S.  of  Bering  Strait 
Tr  .  Traces 
Ab  Absent 
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tnblc  1 1  -Benthic  organisms  collected  in  the  eastern 
central  Chukchi  Sea  durinp  WEBSEC-70. 

Station  1 
GLA—  9-22-70 
71  ”35'  N  155°50'  W 
D/T  GMT  2.71900 
Depth :  143  m 


BRYOZOA 


COM RENTE KATA 

Euncphthga  ritbiformis 

POLYCIIAETA 

Chronr  infundibnliformis 

MOEI.USCA 

T ropha ir opsin  pa C i  ficus 

I  RYOZOA 

Eucratea  loricata 
Myrimoam  ait bgracilc 

CHORDATA 

Holtenin  nvifrra 

Station  S 
GLA—  9-23-70 
70°14’  N  IB7°22'  W 
D/T  GMT  210528 
Depth:  53.1  m 

PORI  FERA 

Erhinaelnthria  berittpettsis 

COELENTERATA 

Eittlrutlriiun  uiniulatum 

one  or  more  sp.— unknown  hydroids 

Styluslcria  sp. 

Euurphthya  ritbiformis 

ANNELIDA 

Splits  fasciata 
S'cphtys  ciliatu 
Tcrchrllidrs  strocmi 

A  KTII ROPODA 
Cnprrlln  striata 
Ilt/as  marrtatus 

several  species  of  unknown  nmphipods 
including  2  Gnmmnridinns 

MOLLUSCA 

Astartc  falmla 
Clittarardittm  sp. 

Macotna  calcarca 
My  sella  catttpressa 
Thpasira  pnttldii 
Trnphaitnpsis  pari  ficus 
Maryaritrs  costalis 

RRACHIOPODA 

llcmithirin  psittacea 


niclettkapia  spitsbcrgcnsis 
Eucrnfcn  loricata 
Myriozoum  subpracile 
Eliampliostomclla  fortissimo 

ECHINODERMATA 

Gorpniiocrphalus  carpi 
I'solidium  bitllatum 

CHORDATA 

llnltrnia  ovi/era 

Station  4 
GLA—  9-24-70 
71"10'  N  157’42'  W 
D/T  GMT  241714 
Depth:  40  m 

ANNELIDA 

Clintic  duller l 
Erctinariii  auricottia 

ARTIIROPODA 

Byblis  sp  (Amphipoda) 
unknown  sp.  (Amphipoda) 

MOLLUSCA 

Tuchyrlitinachus  arostts 

Station  5 
GLA—  9-24-70 
+0.991  m  seive 
71-02'  N  158'02'  W 
D/T  GMT  24184G 
Depth:  22  m 

ANNELIDA 

Lutnhrincreis  fragUis 
Rhodine  sp. 

ARTIIROPODA 

unknown  sp.  (Amphipoda) 

Station  G 
GLA—  9-24-70 
+  2.8  mm  solve 
71*0G'  N  158-31’ W 
D/T  GMT  242033 
Depth :  24  m 

COELENTERATA 

unknown  sp.  (anemone) 

ANNELIDA 
Ncptliys  sp. 

MOLLUSCA 

Vcncricardito  sp. 

Cmtclla  tlinissata 
Vrttrrirardia  crcbricnstata 
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Hiatella  arctica 
Admctc  conthonyi 
Margarites  ap. 

Natica  clausa 
unknown  sp.  (pnatropodo) 

BRACHIPODA 

Tcrcbi  atulina  ap. 

Station  7 
GLA—  9-21-70 

+0.J9  mm 

71*00'  N  159*12'  W 
D/T  GMT  242266 
Depth:  40  m 

COELENTERATA 
Scrtularia  ap. 
unknown  ap.  (anemono) 

ANNELIDA 
Etone  tonga 
Phyllodocc  mucosa 
Nr.phtys  ciliata 
Harmothoc  cxtcmiata 
Phyllodocc  citrina 
Glyccra  tridactyla 
Chaetozonc  sctosa 
unknown  ap.  (polychente) 

BRYOZOA 

Umbonnla  patens 

MOLLUSCA 

Hiatella  arctica 
Trophanopcis  pacificus 
Ischnochiton  albus 1 

ARTHROPODA 

Palanus  glandula 
Amphipod  unknown  ap. 

SIPUNCULIDA 

Goldfingia  margaritacca 

Station  8 
GLA—  9-26-70 
69*45'  N  163*34'  W 
D/T  GMT  251944 
Depth:  30  m 

ANNELIDA 

Pcctinaria  granulnta 

EC  II I  NO  DER  MATA 
Stcgophiura  nodosa 

ARTHROPODA 

Pagurus  alcuticus 

MOLLUSCA 

Mya  pseudoarenaria 


CHORDATA 

Corella  borealis 

Station  9 
GLA—  9-27-70 
70*10'  N  166*03'  W 
D/T  GMT  280005 
Depth  :  38  m 

ANNELIDA 

Antinoclla  badia 
Mahlanidae  1  speciea 

ARTHROPODA 
C  «  maceans 

several  unknown  Amphipoda 

MOLLUSCA 

Yoldictta  oleacina 

ECII INODERMATA 
Echinrus  cchiurus 

Station  12 
GLA—  9-28-70 
70*28'  N  165*15'  W 
D/T  GMT  290005 
Depth :  19  m 

ARTHROPODA 

Cumncea— one  unknown  species 
Amphipoda — one  unknown  speciea 

MOLLUSCA 

S’ucnlana  radiata 

ECHINODERMATA 

Amphiodia  cratcrodmeta 
Echinris  cehiuris 

Station  16 
GLA—  9-29-70 
unsieved  sample 
70*18'  N  161*41' W 
D/T  GMT  292340 
Depth :  43  m 

ANNELIDA 

Ariothella  catena ta 
Terebellidcs  strocmi 
Peetinariidac  Bp. 

NEMERTINEA 
Ccrcbratulus  sp. 

ARTHROPODA 

unknown  Amphipod 

MOLLUSCA 

M  a  com  a  calc  area 
Eucula  tenuis 
Snlcorctusa  ap. 
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ECHINODERMATA 
Eehiuria  eehiuria 
Airphiodia  traterodmeta 

Station  18 
GLA—  9-30-70 
70*21'  N  164*02' W 
D/T  GMT  30173G 
Depth :  38  m 

ANNELIDA 

Scphtys  sp. 

Ln mbrincrcis  aim  Haris 
Glyeinda  armipcra 
Magcloua  japonica 
Glyecra  sp 
Myriochele  hecri 
PrnxillcUa  gracilis 
Maldane  sarsi 
Mnldanc  ghbifex 

MaldaniJti — one  or  two  unknown  sp 
NEMERTINEA 

Ccrcbratulus  8)>. 

ARTHROPODA 

Cunuicen — unknown  sp. 

Aniphipodn — 3  unknown  sp. 

MOLLUSCA 

Polinices  caiirtnus 
Brriugius  sp. 

Ocnopola  sp. 

Yotdia  hyperborea 

Station  19 
GLA—  9-30-70 
+2.8  mm  sieve 
70*10'  N  100*03' W 
D/T  GMT  010005 
Depth :  31  m 

ANNELIDA 

Lunibriueris  fragilis 
Glyecra  sp. 

S'cpthys  sp. 

MOLLUSCA 

Astarte  borealis 
Lioeyma  /hictuosa 

ECHINODERMATA 
Stegophiura  nodosa 
Eehinarachnius  parma 

ARTHROPODA 

Balauus  crcnatus 

CHORDATA 
Mogula  sp. 


Station  21 
GLA—  10-1-70 
+2.8  mm  slovo 
70*34'  N  103*10'  W 
D/T  GMT  012340 
Depth :  39  m 

NEMATODA 

unknown  species 

ANNELIDA 

Cirratulus  eirratus 
Glyecra  tridactyla 
Magcloua  japonica 
Chonc  infnundibulif ormis 
AxiotheVa  catenata 

MOLLUSCA 

Yoldia  hyperborea 
Sorripcs  groentandicus 
Yoldia  scissurata 
Maenma  calcarea 
Astarte  alaskensis 
Vcnericardia  eribricostata 
Lioeyma  fluctuoia 
Nueula  tennis 
Myselia  sp. 

Potynieics  sp. 

ECHINODERMATA 

Ophiura  quadrispina 

ARTHOPODA 

Taneidncen— unknown  species 
Cumncen — unknown  species 
Amphipodn — unknown  species 

Station  23 
GLA—  10-2-70 
+2.8  mm  sieve 
70*23'  N  102*24'  W 
D/T  GMT  022030 
Depth:  24  m 

PROTOZOA 
large  foram 

NEMERTINEA 
Ccrcbratulus  sp. 

ANNELIDA 

Glyeinde  armigera 
Trai’isia  forbesii 
Glyecra  tridactyla 

MOLLUSCA 

Venericardita  eribricostata 
Serripes  proenlandicus 
Spisula  alaskana 
Lioeyma  fluetuosa 
Suleoretusa  sp. 

Margaritcs  pribehtfeneis 
Turriiellopsit  sp. 
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ARTH  ROPODA 

unknown  sp. — Amphipodn 

ECHINODERMATA 
Ophiura  sp. 

St.tion  24 
GLA—  10-3-70 
+0.99  mm  sieve 
70 ‘09'  N  1G2*57'  W 
D/T  GMT  030200 
Depth :  20  m 

PROTOZOA 

lnrRO  foram 

ANNELIDA 
Etone  longa 
Glycera  tridactyla 
Traviaia  forbraii 
Glycinde  armigera 

MOLLUSCA 

Macoma  calcarea 
Yoldia  limatulala 
Liocyma  flucluoia 
Spiaula  alaskana 
Margaritca  sp. 

Cylichna  sp. 


KCI1IURIDA 

Ecktiria  echuria  alaakanaia 

ARTHROPODA 

unknown  sp. — Amphipodn 

Stntion  28 
GLA—  10-4-70 
+  2.8  mm  sieve 
G9'69'  N  103*17'  W 
D/T  GMT  041700 
Depth:  30  m 

ANNELIDA 

Glycera  tridactyla 

MOLLUSCA 

Macoma  calcarea 
Hiatella  nrctica 
/Isfnrfe  borealis 
S'ucula  teniua 
Serripca  groenlondicua 
Yoldia  limatulala 
Mya  pauedoarenaria 
Myaella  beringenais 
Turritellopaia  sp. 

I’olinicea  faurintu 
unknown  sp.— pnstropodn 
lletuaa  semen 


Preliminary  Report  on  the  Zooplankton  Collected  on  WEBSEC-70 


Bruce  L.  Wing  1 


During  WEBSEC-70  zooplankton  were  col¬ 
lected  by  three  methods.  Seventy-seven  quan¬ 
titative  samples  were  taken  by  vertical  tows 
with  a  0.5-m  diameter,  0.57-mm  mesh,  Norpac 
standard  net,  and  four  qualitative  surface 
samples  were  taken  with  a  12-cm  diameter, 
O.lG-mni  mesh,  Wisconsin  phytoplankton  net 
(tip.  1  and  table  1).  Additional  qualitative 
zooplankton  samples  were  obtained  as  inci¬ 
dental  cate*  in  an  Isnacs-Kidd  midwater  trawl 
used  for  capturing  small  fishes  (Quast,  else¬ 
where  in  this  Oceanographic  Report). 

1  Nnticnnl  Marine  Fishery  Service,  Auke  Bay  Bio¬ 
logical  Laboratory,  Auke  Bay,  Alaska  99821. 


The  qualitative  samples  of  macroplankton 
from  the  Isaacs-Kidd  midwater  trawl  catches 
are  being  heid  as  source  material  for  future 
taxonomic  investigations  on  amphipods  and 
mysids. 

Sixtv-two  categories  of  marine  zooplankton, 
including  species  and  distinctive  life  history 
stages,  have  been  identified  from  the  quantita¬ 
tive  samples  (figs.  2  and  3,  and  table  2).  A 
manuscript  on  the  relationship  of  zooplankton 
distributions  to  oceanographic  conditions  is  in 
preparation. 
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•Location  of  stations  on  which  vertical  tows  were  made  for  zooplankton  samples  during  WEBSEC-70. 


‘Number  of  zooplankton  species  collected  at  each  station  by  vertical  net  tows  during  WEBSEC— 70. 


■Concentration  (individuals/100  m5  of  water)  of  caianoid  copepods  sampled  bv  vertical  net  tows  during  WEBSEC-70 


Tabic  1. — Station  data  for  zooplankton  samples  taken  during  WEBSEC-70. 


Station 

Position 

Lot  N  Long.  VV 

Sampling 
depth  (m) 

Date 

Times 

BST 

Comments 

8 

69°46' 

163° 34' 

17 

9/26 

22:25 

22:30 

Times  to  nearest  6  min. 

9 

70°  10' 

166“03' 

42 

9/27 

15:45 

15:50 

11 

70°19' 

165°46' 

41 

9/28 

07:00 

07:05 

12 

70°28' 

165°15' 

42 

9/28 

15:20 

15:25 

Sample  fouled  by  Cryaaora 

IB 

70°18' 

164°41' 

40 

9/2P 

15:15 

15:20 

Net  torn  sample  lost. 

18 

70°24' 

164°09' 

40 

9/30 

07:15 

07:20 

19 

70°22' 

163“16' 

28 

9/30 

13:35 

13:45 

21 

70°34' 

163°16' 

36 

10/01 

14:25 

14:30 

23 

70°23' 

162°24' 

20 

10/02 

10:05 

10:10 

24 

70°09' 

162°67' 

18 

10/02 

16:20 

16:25 

26 

70°11' 

162°  62' 

16 

10/03 

08:60 

08:55 

28 

69°69' 

163°17' 

19 

10/04 

07:10 

07:15 

Qualitative  phytoplankton 
sample  also  taken 

29 

70°01' 

163“69' 

28 

10/04 

1-1:00 

14  05 

Qualitative  phytoplankton 
sample  also  taken 

31 

69°45' 

163°34' 

18 

10/05 

07:20 

07:25 

Almost  repents 

Sta.  8  location 

33 

69°47' 

164°  30' 

30 

10/06 

03:50 

03:55 

34 

69°62' 

165°37' 

40 

10/06 

07:45 

07:50 

36 

69°69' 

168”03' 

43 

10/06 

13:20 

13:35 

36 

70°08' 

167°11' 

46 

10/06 

16:40 

16:50 

39 

69°61' 

166°47' 

49 

10/97 

07:25 

07:30 

Winch  troubles 

40 

70°  18' 

166°67' 

45 

10/07 

12:25 

12:30 

43 

70°30' 

168°26' 

44 

10/08 

07:15 

07:20 

44 

70°ir 

168°66' 

34 

10/08 

12:16 

12:20 

49 

69°48' 

1CS°06' 

45 

10/09 

• 

07:26 

07:30 

50 

69°  38' 

167°44' 

44 

10/09 

14:20 

14:25 

54 

69°24' 

167°16' 

42 

10/10 

05:05 

05:10 

Qualitative  phytoplankton 
sample  also  taken 

65 

69°13' 

166’62' 

38 

10/10 

12:30 

12:35 

Qualitative  phytoplr  nkton 
samplo  also  taken 

60 

68°  57' 

166°26' 

36 

10/11 

10:60 

10:66 

Phytoplankton  net  lost 

62 

69°06' 

166°02' 

26 

10/12 

07:40 

07:60 

63 

69°14' 

165°56' 

32 

10/12 

11  :35 
11:40 
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Station 

Position 

Lat.  N.  I,org.  W. 

Sampling 
depth  (m) 

Date 

Times 

BST 

Comments 

64 

69°25' 

166“29' 

36 

10/12 

14.55 

15:00 

69 

69“50' 

167"23' 

44 

10/13 

09:35 

09:40 

72 

69“ 19' 

166" 11' 

27 

10/14 

09:10 

09:20 

Gnibage  in  snmple 

Winch  troubles 

73 

69“33' 

164°37' 

24 

10/14 

14:20 

14:26 

78 

69“27' 

165“38' 

30 

10/16 

08:40 

08:45 

85 

69“  13' 

164“45' 

20 

10/16 

07:16 

07:20 

Ice  in  net 

86 

69“05‘ 

165°05' 

20 

10/16 

11:00 

11:06 

87 

69“04' 

165"36' 

20 

10/16 

14:15 

14:20 

90 

68“54‘ 

166“40' 

42 

10/17 

07:05 

07:10 

91 

68“54' 

167“24' 

44 

10/17 

13:10 

13:15 

Insufficient 

preservative 

Table  2. --Preliminary  list  of  the  zooplankton  collected 
with  the  0.5-m  dia.,  #0-mesh  plankton  net  from  the 
eastern  central  Chukchi  Sen  during  WEBSEC-70, 
27  Sept.-17  Oct.  1970. 

Coclenterata 

Hydromedusae 

Aglantha  digitale  (0.  F.  Muller) 

Mclicertum  octocostatum  (M.  Sara) 
Staurophora  mcrtcnsi  Brandt1 
Obelia  sp. 

Scyphomedusae 

Aurelia  aurita  (Linneaus)' 

Chryeaara  melanaster  Brandt’ 

Cyanae  capillata  (Linneaus)' 

Ctenophora 

Lobata 

?  Bolinopaia  infundibulum  (0.  F.  Muller)' 
Nematoda 

Bryozon-cyphonautes 

Annelida 

Polyehaetn  (adults) 

Polychaeta  (larvae  of  several  species) 

Arthropoda-crustaeea 

Cladocera 

Evadne  nordmanni  Loven 
Podon  leuc’cartii  G.  0.  Sars 
Copepoda-calanolda 

Acartia  longiremia  (Lilljeborg) 

Calanus  jinmarchicuB  (Gunnerus) 

Calanus  tonsus  Brady 
CentropagcB  abdominalia  Sato 
Derjunginia  to lli  (Llnko) 

Epilabidocera  amphitritea  (McMurrlch) 


Euca lamia  bungii  Giesbrecht 
Eurytcmora  herdmani  (Thompson  &  Scott) 
Metridia  luccns  Boeck 
Pscudocalanus  ?  gracilis  SarB 
Pseudocalanus  minutus  (Kroyer) 

Tortanus  discaudatus  (Thompson  &  Scott) 
Unidentified  copepoditeB 
Copepoda-Cyclopoida 

Oithona  helgolandica  ClaUB 
Copepoda-Harpaetieoida 
Copepod  naupli 
Cirripedia-Thoracia 

Bnlanomorphn  naupli 
Balanomorpha  cypriJs 
Malacostraca 
Mysidacea 

Acanthomysis  sp. 

A lysis  sp. 

Cumacea 

Isopoda 

Epicariden  cryptonscids 
Amphipodn-Hyperiidea 

Hyperia  sp.  (juveniles) 

Hyperoche  mcdusarum  (Kroyer)  (juveniles) 
Parathemisto  libellula  (Lichtenstein) 
Pc-athemisto  pacifica  Stebblng 
Amphipoda-Gammaridea 

Oedicerotidae  (3  or  4  species) 
Phoxocephalidae 
Unidentified  (3  or  4  species) 

Euphanslacea 

Thyaanocssa  inermis  (Kroyer) 

Thysanoe88a  raschii  (M.  Sars) 

Thyaanoe88a  sp.  (larvae) 

Decapodn-Carldea 

Pandahi8  goniurus  Stlmpson 
Hippo!  ytidae-(zoea) 
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Decapoda-Brachyura 
Oxyrhy  neh  a- ( zoea ) 

O:cyrhynoha-(mogalopa) 

Dcoapoda-Anomura 

Pagurus  ap.  (zoca) 

Pagurus  sp.  (glauthoo) 

Moliuska 

Gantropoda 

Cliono  limaeina  (Phippa) 

Spiratclla  hclicina  (Phipps) 

Unidentified  veligcrs 
Lamollibranehinta 

Unidentified  veligcrs 

1  Frequently  seen  but  not  tnken  in  any  of  the  samples 
'  Seen  more  often  than  taken  in  samples. 

•  All  specimens  too  damaged  for  positive  Identifica¬ 
tion. 


Chaotognnthn 

Sapitfa  elegans  Verrill 
Echinodermntn 

Eehinoidea  (pleutei) 
Asteroiden  (bipinnn- ia) 


Tunieata 

Larvncen 

Friti/laria  borealis  Lohmnnn 
Oikopleura  vanhoeffeni  Ix>hmnnn 
Ascidaeen-(larvne) 


Vertebrnta-Pisces 

Gadidne 

Poreogatlus  sauia  (Lepechin)  (juv  ) 
Pleuronect.dae-  (larvae) 


Tabic  1. 

-Station  data  for  WEBSEC-70  fish  trawi  stations. 

StaUon 

Date  r.nd  Inclusive 
time  (Me ring  Standard) 

Approximate 

Latitude 

position 

Longitude 

Depth  of 
water  (ml 

No 

Type 

8 

Sept. 

25 

(1115-1253) 

69*45“ 

1G3“34“ 

2(\ 

■> 

li 

10 

Sept 

27 

(  1917-2207) 

70  04' 

1G5“57' 

M 

4 

K 

14 

Sept. 

29 

(0518-0817) 

70-17“ 

105“  02' 

51 

4 

R 

1G 

Sept. 

29 

(1721-2002) 

70  16“ 

163  “68' 

53 

4 

R 

20 

Sept. 

30 

(1740-2025) 

70  “20“ 

103  “24“ 

42 

>1 

R 

22 

Oct 

1 

( 1734  2103) 

70“20“ 

1G3-25' 

35 

4 

R 

26 

Oct. 

<> 

(1731  203G) 

70“07' 

1G3‘  14’ 

33 

4 

R 

30 

Oct 

4 

( 1 766  2137) 

69“68“ 

1G4  “  07' 

31 

6 

M 

32 

Oct. 

5 

(1831-2104) 

G9“48‘ 

1G3‘49' 

2C 

1 

K 

37 

Oct 

8 

( 1727-195G) 

70“07' 

lG7“3b" 

49 

4 

R 

41 

Oct. 

7 

(1752  2014) 

G9“67' 

1 G7 “ 3  r 

44 

4 

M 

46 

Oct. 

8 

( 181 G— 2058 ) 

G9“57' 

1G8“38’ 

44 

4 

M 

61 

Oct 

9 

(1744-2024 ) 

G9‘3G“ 

167*30' 

48 

4 

M 

6G 

Oct. 

10 

(1940-2229) 

69“  1 4“ 

160“  53' 

44 

4 

M 

G1 

Oct. 

11 

(1766-2016) 

G9“05' 

1GG“13' 

29 

4 

M 

(15 

Oct. 

12 

( 1765-20 1 G) 

G9  “  2 1’ 

1GG‘46’ 

36 

4 

M 

70 

Oct. 

13 

(1735-1958) 

69“  12“ 

1G7“38' 

39 

4 

M 

74 

Oti 

14 

( 1 723—191 G ) 

G9“35“ 

1 G4  *  29' 

22 

4 

M 

80 

Oct 

15 

(1814-2055) 

G9“27' 

1 G4  *43“ 

30 

4 

M 

88 

Oct. 

1G 

(1917-2205) 

68  “  55' 

1GG“47“ 

45 

4 

M 

92 

Oct. 

17 

(1733-2014) 

G8“3G' 

1 G7  “  4 1  ‘ 

54 

4 

M 

Hauls 

approximately  10  minutes  at 

depth,  all  hauls  except  those  at 

station  8  were 

made 

with  a 

Kidd  trawl 

wtth  ‘ 

76  mm 

(stretched  measurement!  webbing  and  13  mm 

liner  Hauls  at 

station 

8  were 

a  shrimp  try  net, 

with 

10-foot  o[>  ntng 

and  38  mm  webbing 

M  multi- 

depth  hauls  with  C-fool 

[  Isaacs 

Iry  net  on  bottom,  and  H  replica t  -d  hauls  at  single  depth  with  G-foot  Isaacs- Kidd  trawl 
Depth  of  footrope  or  depressor 

Table  2. — Fish  species  collected  during  WEBSEC-70. 


Family,  species 

Clupeidne : 

Clupca  harengus  Linnaeus.  Herring 
Osmeridae: 

Mallotus  villottit  (Mililer).  Capelin. 

Ciulidne: 

lloreogadus  saida  (Lcpechin). 

A-ctic  cod. 

Eleginus  gracilis  (Tilcsius). 

SafTron  cod. 

l.ycades  paleans  Gilbert. 

Wattled  eelpout. 

Scorpncnidac: 

Sebasles  alutus  (Gilbert).*  Pacific  ocean  perch. 
C  ttidae 

Artediellus  seaber  Knipowitach. 

Hamecon. 

Euophrys  iliceraus  (Pr.lias).  Antlered  Bculpin. 
Gymnoeanthus  tricuspis  (Reinhardt). 

Arctic  staghorn  scuipin. 

Myozocephalus  jaok  (Cuvier).  Plain  scuipin 
Myozocephalus  seorpioidci  (Fabricius). 

Arctic  scuipin. 

I'yozoeephalus  verrucous  (Bean),  Warty 
scuipin, 


Life  history  states 

Early  juvenile 
Postlarvae,  juveniles 
Postlnrvae,  juvenile 
Juveniles 
Juveniles 

Early  juveniles 

Juveniles,  adults 

Juveniles 
Juveni'es,  aduits 

Eariy  juveniles 
Eariy  juveniles 

Early  juveniles 


Mauls 

and  depths  <  m  ) 1 

26,  26 

n 

11 

n 

12 
12 
12 

2,  5,  10,  13,  19 
12 
12 

10,  10,  12,  22 
2,  9,  13,  20 
2,  7,  14,  20 
2,  9,  18,  23 
8,  13,  1G,  23 
8,  13,  1G,  22 
8,  13,  18,  22 
2,  8,  13,  18 
2,  8,  13,  22 
2,  11,  24,  40-46 
2,  13,  17,  33 

6-foot  diameter  Isaacs- 
made  on  bottom  with 
Knld  trawl,  D  shrimp 


Temperature  1C) 
at  presumed  depth 
of  collection 


0.8 

-1.6  to  3.3 
-1.6  to  3.6 
-0.9  to  3.6 

1.1 


1.8,  2  4 
3.4 
08 

-1.6  to  3.6 

0  8  to  3.6 
-1.6  to  3.6 

0.8  to  8.6 
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Temperature  (C*  ) 

Family,  species 

Life  history  stages 

at  presumed  depth 
of  collection 

COTTIDAF — (Continued) 

Na,utichthpa  pribihvius  (Jordan  and  Gilbert). 

Juveniles 

0.8 

to  3.6 

Eyeshade  seulpin. 

Triplops  pingeli  Reinhardt.  Ribbed  seulpin. 

Juveniles 

2.1 

to  3.5 

Agonldae : 

Aapidophoroidcs  barton i  Gilbert. 

Juveniles 

-0.1 

to  2.4 

Aleutian  alligatorfish. 

Aspidophoroitles  olriki  Liitken.  Arctic 

Juveniles 

-1.6 

to  2.4 

alligatorfish. 

Podothccus  acipenacrtnus  (Tilcsius). 

Juveniles 

0.9 

to  3.6 

Sturgeon  poaeher. 

Cyelopterldao: 

Liparia  briatotense  (Burke). 

Juveniles,  adults 

-1.5 

to  3.5 

Stlehaeidae: 

Aniaarchua  medius  Reinhardt.  Stout  cclblcnny. 

Juveniles 

1.9 

Euwesogrammus  praecisus  (Kr0yer). 

J  jveniles 

0.9 

to  2.5 

Fourlinc  snakeblenny. 

Lumpenus  fabricii  (Valenciennes). 

Juveniles 

-1.5 

to  3.6 

Slender  cclblcnny. 

Stichaeut  punctatua  (Fabricius).  Arctie  shanny. 

Juveniles 

0.8 

to  2.4 

Ammodytldae : 

Ammodgtca  hexapterus  Pallas.  Pacifle  sand 

Postlarvac,  adults 

-1.5 

to  3.6 

lnnee. 

Plcuronectldnc: 

llippogloaaoidca  robustua  Gill  and  Townsend.* 

Postlarvao 

0.8 

to  2.3 

Bering  flounder. 

Limanda  aspera  (Pallas).  Ycllowfin  sole. 

Postlarvae 

0.8 

to  3.3 

Plcuroncetca  qnadntubarcuiatua  Pallas. 

Postlarvae 

0.8 

to  3.3 

Alnska  plaice. 
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7<iM.  .7  Occurrences  of  fish  species  on  trawl  stations  on  WEBSEC-70.  Species  arranged  in  order  of  increasing 
occurrence  on  (he  stations.  Stations  arranged  in  order  of  decreasing  occurrence  of  species.  Species  occurrences 
were  highest  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Lishurno  nnd  generally  lowest  in  tho  northeastern  section  of  the 
sampling  area. 


Species 

Llsbume 

61  70  65 

8S 

10 

lsaacs-Kldd 

56  80  32 

Trnwi 

51  92 

Stations,  Eastern  Chukchi  Sea 

Northeastern 
16  30  41  45  14  25  74  22  20 

37 

Total 

Otter 

trawl 

station 

0 

Clupea  harengua 

X 

1 

Lyeodta  palcaria 

X 

1 

I’odothccus  acipetiaerinus 

X 

1 

X 

Arlediellia  aenber 

0 

X 

Eunphrya  diccraua 

X 

1 

Myoioccphcilua  jaok 

X 

1 

M.  vemicoaua 

X 

1 

X 

Trtglopa  pitigcli 

X 

1 

X 

Aniaarehua  mediua 

X 

1 

Scbaatca  alutua* 

X 

X 

2 

Naulichthya  pribiloviua 

X 

X 

2 

X 

Aapidophoroidca  bnrtoni 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4 

Stiehaeua  punctatua 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4 

I.ipnria  briatolcwie 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

5 

X 

Gymnocanthua  tricuapia 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

0 

X 

Myoioccphalua  acorpioidea 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 

A 

Eumcaogrammua  praeciaua 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

0 

Eimanda  aapera 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

6 

Elepinua  gracilia 

X 

X 

TT 

A 

X 

X 

X 

X 

7 

X 

llippogtossoidca  robuatua * 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

7 

Mallotua  villoaua 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

9 

Aapidophoroidea  olriki 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

9 

f’lcuroHcctea  qundritubcreulatus 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

10 

l.umpmua  fabr'di 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

14 

X 

Horengadua  aaida 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

20 

X 

Ammadytca  hcxnptcnia 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

20 

Total 

19 

14 

12 

11 

9 

8 

8 

7 

7 

7 

6 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

4 

3 

2 

2 

145 

11 
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